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To His GRACE 
fj O H N 
DUKE of ARGYLE, 


and GrEENWwicH, &c. 


My Lorp, 
FECTS S this is the only 
We Method by which 
Men of Genius and 
Learning, tho {mall 


pechapo, my Claim to either, can 
fhew 





The DepicdTion. 


fhew their Efteem for Perfons 
‘of extraordinary Merit, in a 
fz perigr Mannet to the reft of 
Mankind, I could never em- 
brace a more favourable Op- 
portunity to exprefs my Vene- 
ration for your Grace than be- 
fore a Tranflation of fo antient 
and valuable an Author as H- 
Hil ~=Your high Defcent, and 
the Glory of your illuftrious 
Anceftors are the weakeft Foun- 
dations of your Praife; your 
own exalted Worth attraGts the 
Admiration, and I may fay the 

Love, 


‘Lhe DEDICATION. 


Love, of all virtuous and dif- 
tinguifhing Souk, and t@ thet 
only I dedicate thé-foNowing 
Work. The many Circumftances 
which contributed to the raifing 
you. to the Dignitys which you 
now enjoy, and which render 
you deferving the greateft Fa- 


vours aPrince can beftow, and.) 


what is above all, which fix you 
ever dear in the Affection of 
your Country, will. be no {mall 
Part of the Engli/h Hifltory, and 
fhall make the Name of Ar- 


GYLE facred to every Genera- 
tion ; 
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tion; nor is it the leaft Part of 
your Character, jthat the Nation 
entertain$ ‘the higheft Opinion 
of your Tafte and Judgement 
in the polite Arts. 

You, my Lord, know how 
the Works of Genius litt up the 
Head of a Nation above her 
Neighbours, and give it as much 
Honour as Succefs in Arms ; 
among thefe we muft reckon 
our Tranflations of the Claffics, 
by which, when we have natu~ 
ralized all Greece and Rome, we 
(hall be fo much richer than 

they 


The DEDICATION. 


they were, by {o many original 
Produdtions as we fhall have of 
our own. By Tianfhesong when 
performed by able Hands, our 
Countrymen have an Opportu- 
nity of difcovering the Beautys 
of the Antients, without the 
Trouble and Expence of learn- 
ing their Languages, which are 
of no other Advantage to ‘us 
than for the Authors who have 
wrote in them, among which 
the Poets are in the fir!’ Rank 
of Honour, whofe Veries are 
the delightful Channels thro 


a which 
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which the beft Precepts o£ Mo. 
rality are convcyfed to the Mind; 
cney Save~gendrally Something 
in them fo much above the 
commmon Scnfe of Mankind, 
and that delivered with fuch 
Dignity of Expreffion, and in 
fuch Harmony of Numbers, all 


fwhich put together conftitute 


the Os divinum, that the Reader 
is infpired with Sentiments of 
Honour and Virtue, he thinks 
with Abhorrence of all that is 
bafe and trivial; I may fay, 
while he is reading, he is ex- 
alted above himfelf. You, 


The DEpDIcATION. 


You, my Lerd, I fay, have 
qa juft Senfe grt the Benefits 
arifing from Wosks-oF Genius, 
and will therefore pardon the 
Zeal in which I exprefs Myfeltf 
concerning them: and great is 
the Bleffing, that we want not 
Perfons who have Hearts equal 
to their Powr to cherifh themy | 
and here I muft beg Leave’ to 
pay a Debt of Gratitude to one, 
who, I dare fay, is as highly 
thought of by all, who have 
the Happynels to know him, 
as by Myielf, I mean the Earl 

a2 of 


X1X 


xX 
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of PEMBROKE, without! vhofe 
Advice my Trinflation would 
not ,hjve: bccn fo perfect as it 
is, nor my Notes fo advan- 
tageous as they are, fome of 
which I have ufed in his own 
Words, and took the Liberty, 
by a particular Mark, to dif 
fingurfh them from the rett. 
Much would I fay in Commen- 
dation of that great Man, but 
I am checked by the Fear of of- 
fending that Virtue which every 
one admires. The fame Reafon 
makes Me dwell lIefs on the 

_ Praife 


The DEDICATION. 


Pr&e of youn Grace than my 
Heart) inclines (Me to. 

The many Obligations which, 
I have received from a Lady, of 
whofe Virtues I can never fay 
too much, make it a Duty in 
Me to mention her in the moft 
erateful Manner; and_particu- 
larly before a Tranflation, tp 
the perfecting which I may with 
Propriety fay fhe greatly con- 
duced by her kind Solicitations 
in my Behalf, and her earneft 
Recommendation of Me to fe- 
veral Perfops of Diftinétion. I 


believe 


wal 


Xi 
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believe your Grace wil not 
charge Me wita Vanity if T 
confefs Myfcifé ambitious of . be- 
ing in the leaft Degree of Fa- 
vour with fo excellent a Lady 
as the Murchionefs of ANN AN- 
DALE. 

I fhall conclude, without 
troubling your Grace with any 
more Circumfiances relating to 
Mytelt, fincerely wifhing what 
I offer was more worthy your 
Patronage; and at the fame 
Time I beg it may be received 
as proceeding from:.4 jult Senfe 

of 
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of Saar Eminence in all that is 
great pnd laudable. 


Iam, my Lorp, 
with the moft profound Refpett, 
your GRAcr’s 
moft obedicnts 


humble Servant, 


Thomas Cooke. 
oP BEGED lp E1200 
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DISCOURSE 


ON THE 


LIFE of HESIOD. 


HE Lives of few Perfons are confounded Se@ i: 
I with fo many Incertaintys, and fabulous ee 
Relations, as thofe of Hefiod and Homer ; : 
for which Reafon, what may poffibly be truc ts fome- 
times as much difputed as the romantic Part uf thef 
Storys. The firft has been more fortunate than the 
other, in furnifhing us, fiom his Writings, with 
fome Circumftances of Himfelf and Family, as the 
Condition of his Father, the Place of his Birth, 
and the Extent of his Travels; and he has put it 
out of Difpute, tho he has not fixed the Period, 
that he was one of the carlyeft Writers of whom 
we haye any Account, 


Bz He 


28 ct Difcourfe on the 


2 He tqlls us, in the fecond Beols *0$- 
ee and Days, that his Father was an pe et age of 
Father's, Cuma, in one of the Ao/ian Viles; from whence 
ee het neved to Afcra, a Village in Beotia, at the 
HijtingseP00t of Mount Helicon; which was doubtle the 
* Place adehis Birth, tho Suidas, Lilins Gyraldus, 
#ubricens, and others, fay he was of Cuma, He- 
fiod himiclf feems, and not undefignedly, to have 
prevented any Miflake about his Country; he tells 
us pofitively, in the fame Book, he never wis but 
once at Sea, and that in a Voyage from lis, a 
Sca-port in Ba@otea, to the Hland Hubea. This, 
conneétcd with the former Paffage of his Father 
failing from Cuma.to Bewotra, will leave us in no 


Doubt concerning his Country. 


2. Of what Quality his Father was we arenot very 
re it certain; that he was drove from Cuma to =Afcra, 
fiom ki« by Misfortunes, we have the Tcftimony of Hefiod. 
ee "8 Some tell us he fled to avoid paying a Fine; but 

what Reafon they have to imagine that I know 
not. It is remarkable that our Poet, in the firft 
Book of his Works and Days, calls his Brother 
Siov yavcs; we are told indeed that the Name of 
his Father was Dios, of which we are rot affiired 
from any of his Writings now extant; but if it 
-avas, I rather believe, had he defigned to call his 

Bro- 


tee of HEstrop. 


{yh a tne % ice of Dios, he would have 
ufed Seed eins or Avs gfyos3; he muft there- 
fore by Say yevds intend to call hi of Race 
divine. Le Clerc obferves, on this Paffage, that 
the old Poets were always proud of the Epithet 
divine, and brings an Inftance from Hlomer, who 
ftiled the Swincherd of ‘Us/yfes fo; in the fame 
Remark he fays, he thinks Hefiod debafes the Word 
in his Application of it, having fpoke of the ne- 
cefMfitous Circumftances of his Father in the follow- 
ing Book. LT have no Doubt but Le Clerc is right 
in the Meaning of the Word Moy, but at the 
fame Time I think his Obfervation on it trifling ; 
becaufe, if his Fathcr was reduced to Poverty, we 
are not to infer from thence he was never rich, or 
if he was always poor, that is no Argument againft 
his being of a good Family; nor is the Word divine 
in the leaft debafed by being an Epithet to the 
Swineherd, but a Proof of the Dignity of that 
Office in thofe Times. We are fupported in this 
Reading by Tzetzes: and Valla, and F. 'rifius, 
have toak the Word in the fame Sente, in their 
Latin Tranflations of the Works and Dave 


Frater ades (fays Valla) generofo e 
sanguine Perfe. 
And Frifins calls him, Perfe divine. 





 emaenaaeme 


The 
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4 The Genealogy likewife pny a ip of 


: ate the Contention betwixt Homer and Hef res us 
his Age, very much countenances this Interpretation: we 
ne op are told in that Work, that Linus was the Son of 
Filtion, Apollo, and Thoofe the Daughter of Neptune s 
King @rerus was the Son of Lizvus, OEagrus of 
Pierus, and the Nymph Merhone, and Orpheus. 
of OEagrus, and the Mufe Callzope; Orpheus 
was the Father of Orhrys, Othrys of Harmonides, 
and Harmonides of Philoterpus, from him fprung 
Euphemus, the Father of Epzphrades, who degot 
Menalops, the Father of Dios; Hefod and Perfes 
were the Sons of Dzos by Pucamede, the Daughter 
of Apollo, Perfes was the Father of Afwon, whofe 
Daughter, Crytheis, bore Homer to the River 
Meles. Homer is here made the great Grandfon 
of Perfes, the Brother of Hefiod. I do not give 
this Account with a View it fhould be much de- 
‘pended on, for it is plain, from the poctical Ety- 
mologys of the Names, it is a fithtious Genera. 
tion; yet two ufeful Inferences may be made 
from it; firft, it is natural to fuppofe, the Author 
of this Genealogy would not forge fuch an honour- 
able Difcent unlefS it was generally believed he 
was of a great Family; nor would he place him 
fo long before Homer, was it not the preyailing 


Opinion he was firft.. 
Mr, 


T.iFE of HEsiop. ZI 
» Wb us of an Aftronomer, Longo- __ 5. 


: Of b 
montarns. * ane, who undertook to fettle the Hoan 
Age of Hejua from fome Lines in his Works and Longo- 


. . monta- 
Dis; and that he made it agree with the Arvn-pus, and 


delian Marble, which makes him about thirty ceria 
Years before Homer. Marble. 


Herodotus affurcs us that Hefiod, whom he_ 6. | 
: . : From He 
places firft in his Account, and Homer, lived four yodotus. 
hundred Years, and no more, before himfelf; this 
muft carry no {mall Weight with it, when we con- 
fider it as delivered down to us by the oldeft 
Greek Wiftorian we have. 


The pious Exclamation againft the Vices of his ‘et oe 
own Times, in the Beginning of the Iron Age 3 ppritingr. 
and the Manner in which the Defcription of that 
Age is wrote, moft of the Verbs being in the Fu- 
ture Tenfe, give us Room to imagine he lived 
when the World had but juft departed from their 
primitive Virtue, juft as the Race of Heros was at 
an End, and Men were funk into all that is bafe 
and wicked. 


Fufius Lipfius, in his Notes to the fir Book 3 . 
of Vellejus Paterculns, fays, there is more Sim- The Opi- 


stion of 


olicity, and a greater Air of Antiquity, in the Juitus — 
Works a 


32 
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and Lu- Vorks of Hefiod than of Homér, xeon with he 


dolphus 
Neoco- 
TUS, COM 
juted, 


9. 
A Thou- 


fandTYears 


“before 
Chrift. 


would infer he is the older Writer’: and Fabri- 
cius gives us thefe Words of Ludolphus Neoco- 
rus, who wrote a critical Hiftory of Homer; ef 
a ‘fudgement of the two Poets is to be made 
from rheir IVorks, Homer has the Advantage, 
mm the greater Simplicity, and Air of Antiquity, 
in his Stile. Hefiod zs more finifbed and ele- 
gant. One of thefe is a flagrant Inftance of the 
random Judgement which the Critics, and Com- 
mentators, often pafs on Authors, and how Iijttle 
Dependance is to be layed on fome of them. 
In fhoit they are both in an Error, for kad they 
confidered thro how many Hands the«flzad and 
Odyffes have been, fince they came from the firft 
Author, they would not haye pretended to de- 
termine the Queftion, who was firft, by their 
Stile. 


After all, it is univerfally agreed he was be- 
fore, or at leaft contemporary with, Homer; but 
T think we have more Reafon to believe him the 
older; and Mr. Pope, after all the Authoritys 
he could find in Behalf of Homer, fixes his De- 
cifion on the Arundelian Marble. To enter into 
all the Difputes which have been on this Head 
would be endlefs, and unneceflary, but we may 

venture 
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ventife t» view him a thoufand Years before 
. ° , . 
Chrift, withour ® cceeding an hundred, perhars, 
on either Side. 
Having thus far agreed to his Parcnts, his 10. 
Country, and the Time in ‘which he rofe, om S.C 


curnfl ane 


next Bufynefs is to trace him in fuch of his Ac- ces of wis 
tions as are difcoveruble; and here we havg No- ¢ ae 
thing certain but what occurs to us in hts Works, ings. 
That he tended his own Flocks on Mount He- 
licon® and there firft received his Notions of 
Poetry, is very probable from the Beginning of 
his Theos ay; but what he there fays of the 
Mules appearing to him, and giving him a Scep- 
icr of Laurel, I pats over as a poctical Alle- 
goiy. It likewife appears, from the firft Book of 
his Works and Days, that his Father Icft idme 
Effects, when he dycd, on the Divifion of which 
his Brother Peryfés defraudcd him, by bribing 
the Judges. He was fo far from being provokcd 
to any Act of Refentment by this [nyuflice, that 
he expreffed a Concern for thofe poor miftaken 
Mortals, who placed their Happynefs in Riches 
only, even at the Expence of their Virtue. He 
lets us know, in the faine Poem, that he was 
not only above Want, but capable of affifting 
kis Brother in Time of Need; which he often 

C did 


34 


HI, 
From Plu 
tarch ec. 
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did after the ill Ufage he hay uct with from 
him. The laft Paffage, relatiygs to himfelf,, is 
his Conqneft in a poetical Contention, Amphi- 
dayas, King of Eubea, had inftituted funeral 
Games in Honour of his own Memory, which 
his Sons afterwards faw performed: Hefiod here 
was Competitor for the Prize in Poetry, a Tripod, 
which he won, and, as he tells us himfelf, confe- 
crated to the Mufes, 


Plutarch, in his Banquet of the feven wife 
Men, makes Periander give an Account of the 
poctical Contention at Chalcis; in which Hefod 
and Homer are made Antagonifts; the firft was 
Conqueror, who received a Tripod for his Vietory, 
which he dedicated to the Mufes, with this In- 
{cription ; 


Hotodts Mion ‘EXinwvion toys” avtbnxev, 
"Ypvw vinnons éy garnids Beov ‘Ounery. 


This Hefiod vows to th’ Heliconian Nine, 


dn Chalcis won from Homer the divine. 


This Story, as related by Plutarch, was. doubt- 
lefs occafioned by what Hefiod fays of himfelf, 
in 


Lire,of HeEstop. 


in the wc i JRabdk of his Works and Days, 
which Paflag: “& ight poffibly give Birth to that 
famous Treatife, “Aywy ‘Ounpe x ‘Hoiodlv, men- 
tioned in the fourth Seétion of this Difcoirfe. 
Barnes, in his Preloquium to the fame Trea- 
tife, quotes three Verfes, two from Exjfa- 
thius, and the third added by Lilsus Gyral- 
dus, in his Life of our Poet, which inform 
us, that Hefiod and Homer fung in Debs to 
the Honour of Apollo; 


"Ey Azag more [pwr egw x “Oumess, cody 
Mérrropen, ty vewepis nro paravns woidty, 
GoiSoy "AmiarArAwee sypucdoepy ov sexe Ants. 


Homer, and I, in Delos fung our Lays, 
There firft we fung, and to Apollo’s Praife ; 
New was the Verfe in which we then begun 
In Honour to the God, Latona’s Son. 


but thefe, together with the Contention betwixt 
thefe two great Poets, are regarded as no other 
than Fables: and Barnes, who had ccrtainly 
read as much on this Head as any Man, and 

C2 who 
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Id. 
His Death 
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who fecms, by fome Expreflitng wiltig to be. 
lieve it if he could, is foe to decline the 
Difputc, and leave it in the fume Incertainty 
he. found it. The Story of the two Poets meet- 
ing in Delos is a manifeft Forgery, becaufe, as 
{ obferved before, Hefiod pofiivcly fays he ne- 
ver took any Voyage but that to Chalkis; and 
thefe Verfes make his mecting in Delos, which 
1s contrary to his own Affertion, precede his 
Contention at Chalets. Thus have I colleéed, 
and compared together, all that is matcrial of 
his Life, in the latter Part of which, we are told, 
he removed to Locris, a Town nearé@the fame 
Diftance from Mount Parnafus as Afcra from 
Helicon. Litius Gyraldus, and others, tell us 
he Jett a Son, and a Daughter; and that his Suu 
wes Stefichorus the Poet; but this wants better 
Confirmation than we have of it. It is agreed 
by all that he lived to a very advanced Age. 


The Story of his Death, as told by Soon, in 
Plutarch’s Banquet of the feven wife Men, is 
very remaikable. The Man, with whom Hefiod 
lived at Locris, ravifhed a Maid in the fame 
Houle. Lfefod, tho catircly ignorant of the Fada, 
was malicioufly accufed as an Accomplice to her 
Brothers, who barbaroufly murdered him with his 

Com- 


Fire of HeEsrop. 


Compa , Name was Trozlus, and throwed 
their Bou,s >{Q ‘thie Sea. The Body of Troilus 


was caft on a Rock, which retains the Name of 


Troilus from that Accident. The Body of Hefiod 
was received by a Shoal of Dolphins as foon as 
it was hurled into the Water, and carryed to the 
City Molicria, near the Promontory Rbzon, near 
which Place the Locrians then held a folemn 
Feaft, the fame which is at this Time ccfebrated 
with fo much Pomp. When they faw a floating 
Caycafs they ran with Aftonifhment to the Shore, 
and finding it to be the Body of Hefiod. newly 
flain, they refolved, as they thought themfelves 
obliged ,. to deteét the Murdercis of a Perfon they 
fo much efteemed and honoured. When they had 
found out the Wretches who commited the Mur- 
der, they plunged them alive into the Sea, and 


3 
afterwaids deftroyed their Houfes. The Remains 


of Hefiod weie depofited in Nemea, and hit 


Tomb is unknown to moft Strangers; the Reafon 
of it being conccaled was becaute of the Orcho- 
menians, who had a Defign, founded on the Ad- 
vice of an Oracle, to ftcal his Remains from 
thence, and to bury them in their own Coun- 
try. This Account of the Oracle, here mentioned 
by Plutarch, is relaced by Panfanias, in his 
Beotics. He tells us the Orchomenians were ad- 

viled 
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vifed by the Oracle to bring the Bones of ‘He/iod 
into their Country, as the only PYeans to drive; 
away a Peftilence which raged among them. They 
obeyed the Oracle, found the Bones, and brought 
them Home. Tzetzes fays they ereéted a Tomb 
ever him, with an Infcription to this Purpofe on 
IC ; 


Wefiod, thy Birth is barren Afcra’s Boaft, 
Thy dead Remains now grace the Minyan Coaf; 
Thy Honours to Meridian Glory rife, 
Grateful thy Name to all the good ang’ wife. 


13, We have the Knowledge of fome few Monn. 
Monu- : - s 
aments,c Ments which were framed in Honour to this 
of him great and antient Poet: Paufanias, in his Be- 
wtics, informs us, that his Countrymen the Be~ 

otians erected to his Memory an Image with a 

Harp in his Hand: the fame Author tells us 

in another Place, there was likewife a Statue of 

Hefiod in the Temple of Fupiter Olympicus. 
Fulvins Urfiaus, and Boiffard, in his Antiquitys, 

shave exhibited a Breaft with a Head, a Trunck 
without a Head, and a Gem, of him: and Ur- 

finus fays there is a Statue of him, of Brafs, in 

the 
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the ptiblick Collage at Conffantinople : the only 
original Montiftent of him befides, now remain- 
ing, or at leaft known, is a Marble Bufto in 
the Pembroke Collection at Wilton: * what 
Fulvius Urfinus Aas publifbed rfembles that , 
but is only a Baffo Relzevo. From the Manner 
of the Head being cracked off from the lower 
Part, which has fome of the Hair behind, it 
appears that both the Parts are of rhe fame 
Work and Date. 


For his Charaéter we need go no farther than 
his Works and Days: with what a dutyful Af- 
fection he {peaks of his Father, when he pro- 
pofes him as a Pattern to his Brother! His Be- 
haviour, after the unjuft Treatment from Per/fes 
and the fudges, proves him both a Philofopher 
and a good Man. His moral Precepts, in the 
firft Book, feem to be as much the Diétates of 
his Heart as the Fruits of his Genius; there we 
Behold a Man of the chafteft Manners, and the 
beft Difpofition. 


He was undoubtedly a great Lover of Retire- 
ment and Contemplation, and feems to have had 
no Ambition but that of acting well. I fhall con- 
clude my Character of him with that Part of it 

which 
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which Paterculus fo jufily thought Jhis ‘Due: 
perelegantis Ingenij, et molliffiid Dulcedine 
Carminum memorabilis; Otiz Quietifque cupidi/- 
fimus,: Of a truely elegant Genius, and memo. 
rable for bis moft cafy Sweetnefs of Verfe, moft 
fond of Leifure and Quietude. 
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A 


DISCQCOURSE 


ON THE 


WRITINGS of HESIOD. 


F all the Authors who have given any Seé&.1. 
Account of the Writings of our Poct J Toe Intra~ 


duttion. 
find none fo perteé& as the leaned fabri- 
cius, in his Bibliotheca Graeca; he there feems 
to have left unread no Work that might in the 
leaft contribute to the compleating his Defign : 
him I fhall follow in the fuccecding Difcourfe, 
fo far as relates to the Titles of the Poems, and 
the Authoritys for them. 


I fhall begin with the Theogony or Generation _ 2. 
of the Gods, which Fabricius puts out of Difpute dete 
D tn 
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to be of Hefiod: nor is it doubted, fays he, that 
Pythagoras took it for his, who feigned he faw 
the Soul of our Poet in Hell chained to a brafen’ 
Pillat; a Punifhment infliéted on him for the Storys 
he invented of the Gods. This doubtlefs is the 
Poem ‘that gave Herodotus Occafion to fay that. 
Hefiod, «sth Homer, was the firft who imtro- 
duced a Theogony among the Greecians; the firft 
who gave Names to the Geds, aftribed ro them 
Honours and Arts, giving particular Defcrip- 
tious of their Perfons. ‘The firft hundred and 
fifteen Lines of this Poem have becn difputed; 
but I am inclined to believe them genuine, be- 
cake Panfanias takes Notice of the Sceptre of Lau- 
rel, which the Poet fays, in thofe Verfes, was a 
Prefent to him from the Mufes: and Ovid, in 
the Reginning of his Art of Love, alludes to that 
Paffage of tlie Mufes appearing to him; and He- 
fd vimfelf, in the fecond Book of his Works 
and Days, has an Allnfion to thefe Verfes. 


2. The Works and Days is the firft Poem of its 
Works Kind, if we may rely on the Teftimony of Puay, 
and Days jt being very inceitain, fays Fabricius, whether 

the Poems attributed to Orpheus were older than 
Hefiod; among which the Critics and Commen- 
tators mention one of the dame Title with this 

of 
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of our Poet. ‘Paufanias, in his Beotics, tells 
us he faw.a Copy of this wrote in Plates of } 
but without the firft ten Verfes with whi 
new begins. The only Difpute about this 
has been concerning the Title, and the 
into Books. Some make it two Poems; the firft 
they call “Epya Works, and the fecond Hpéest 
Days: others call the firft "Epya 5 ‘Huéess Works 
and ‘Days, and the fecond ‘Hegeg: only, which 
Part confifts of but fixty four Lines: where I 
mention the Number of Verfes, in this Difcourfe, 
I fheak of them as they ftand in the Original. 
We find, in fome Editions, the Divifion begin- 
ning at the End of the moral and_ religious 
Precepts; but Grevius denys fuch Diftinétions 
being in any of the old Manufcripts. Whether 
thefe Divifions were in the fitft Copys fignifys 
Nothing; for as we find them, in feveral late 
Editions, they are very natural, and contribute 
fomething to the Eafe of the Reader, without 
the leaft Detriment to the original Text. I am 
ready to kmagine we have not this Work delivered 
down to us fo perfect as it came from the Hands 
of the Poet; which I fhall endeavour to fhew 
in the next Seaion. This Pocm, as Plutarch, 






in his Sympofiacs, affures us, was fung to the 


Harp. 
D2 The 
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Tha Theogony, and Works and\ ‘Days, axe the 
ihe'The- only xindoubted Pieces of our Poet now extant; 
and’ the *Aazls Hiaxades, the Shield of Hercules, is 
pele always printed with thofe two, but has not one 
pie ae oye Argument in its Favour, by which 
undoubted we may pofitively declare it a genuine Work of 
ee Flefiod. We have great Reafon to believe thole 
now ex. two Poems only weic remaining in the Reign of 
tant Augufins: Manilins, whom Mr. Crecch has evi- 

dently proved to be an Author of the Augufian 
Age, in the fecond Book of his Aftronomy, takes 
Notice, in his Commendation of our Poct and his 
Writings, of no other than the Theogony, and 
Works and Days. .The Verles of Manilius are 


thefe, 

Hefiodus memorat Divos, Divimg; Parentes 
Et Chaes enixum Terras; Orbemque fub illo 
Infantem;, primum, titubantia Sidera, Corpus ; 
Titanafg, Senes, Fovis et Cunabula magni, 

Et fub Fratre Viri Nomen, fine Fratre Parentis ; 
Atgq;, iterum patrio nafcentem Corpore Bacchum ; 
Omnsag, immenfo volitantia Numina Mundo: 
Quinetiam Ruris Cultus, Legefq, rogavit, 

Mi- 
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Militiang, Soli,. quos Colles Batchus amarét . 
Quos facurida Ceres Campos ; quod Bacchus utruyq; 
Atg, Arbufla vagis effent quod adultera ale 
Sylvarumg, Deos, facratag, Numina Nympls 
(Pxtis Opus, magnos Natura condit in Ufis. 


Thus tranflated by Mr. Creech. 


——Hefiod fings the Gods’ immortal Race, 
He fings how Chaos bore the carthy Mafs; 
How Light from Darknefs ftruck did Beams difplay, 
And Infant Stars firft ftagger’d in their Way ; 
How Name of Brother veil’d an Husband’s Loye, 
And Funo bore unaided by her Jove; 
How twice born Bacchus burs’d theThund’rer’sT high; 
And all the Gods that wander thro the Sky: 
Hence he to Ficlds defcends, manures the Soil, 
Inftructs the Plowman, and rewards his Toil; 
He fings how Corn in Plains, how Vine in Hills, 
Delight, how both with yaft Encreafe the Olive fills ; 
How 
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How foreion Grafts th’ adulterogs Stock rgceives 


3 


Befrs ftranger Fruit, and wonders at hi, Leaves; 
A\i ufeful Werk when Peace and Plenty reign, 
Ang Art joins Nature to improve the Plain, 


The Obfervation Mr. Kennet makes on thefe 
Lines is, that thofe fixe Things which the Latin 
Poet recounts about the Birth of the Gods, and 
ihe making the World, are not fo nearly allyed 
to any ‘Paffages m the prefent Theogony as ro 
spuflify the Allufion, An Author, who was giving 
an Account of an anticnt Poct, ought to have 
been more careful than this Biographer was in 
his Judgement of thefe Verfes; becaufe fuch as 
read him, and are at the fame Time unlearned 
in’the Language of the Poet, are to form their 
Notions from his Sentiments. Mr. Kenxmet is fo 
very wrong in his Remark here, that in all the 
feven Lines, which ce atain the Encomium on the 
Theogony, cannot fee one Expreffion that has 
not an Allufion, and a ftrong one, to fome par- 
ticular Paffage in that Poem. I am afraid this 
Gentleman’s Modefty made him diftruft himfelf, 
and too fervilely follow this Tranflation, which 
he quotes in his Life of Hefod, witere he feems 

to 
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to! lay \great Strdfs on the Judgement of the 
Tranflator— Mr. Creech has in thefe few Likes, 
fo unhappyty miftook his Author, that in foyhe 
Places he adds what the Poet never thoughp/of, 
leaves whole Verfes untranflated, and° in @ther 
Bige’s gives a Senfe quite different to what the 
Moet defi gned. I fhall now proceed to point ont 
thofe Paffages to which Afanilins particularly al~ 
eludes: his firft Line relates to the Poem in ge- 
neral, the Generation of the Gods; tho we mutt 
take Notice that he had that Part of Hefiod’s 
Syftem in View where he makes Matter precede 
all Things, and even the Gods themfelves; for 
by Drvim Parentes the Latin Poct means 
Chaos, Heaven, Earth, &c. which the Greek 
Poet makes the Parents of the Gods. Hefiod tells 
us, Verfe the hundred and fixteenth, Chaos brought 
forth the Earth her firft Offspring; to which the 
fecond Line here quoted has a plain Reference; 
and Orbemg, fib illo Infantem, which Mr. Creech 
has omited, may cither mean the World in ge- 
neral, or, by /#é i//o being annexed, Hell, which, 
according to our Poet, was made a fubterranean 
World. Primum, titubantia Sidera, Corpus, 
which is here rendered, avd Infant Stars firft 
flagger’d in their Way, ac the Sun and Moon, 
our Poet calls theri ‘Héawy a meyar, Aausess 
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me Xerway, th3 great Sun, andy the bright Movn; 
the Roman calls them the wandring- Pianets, the 
cXicf Bodys in the Firmament; Hot the firft 
Vaorks of Heaven, as is storpreted in the Bar. 
pine Edition of Manilius.: the fourth Verie, 
whie My refers to the Birth of Jove, and the~Wars 
of the Giants and the Gods, one of the greate 

Subjects of the Theogony, the Kuglifh Tranflator 
has left untouched. I am not fgnorant oF a va- 
rious Reading of this Paflage; vz, 


Titanasqg, puviffe Scents Cunabula magni, 


which has a ftronger Allufion to the Battle of the 
Gods than the other Reading, Seas Cunabula 
magni meaning the fecond Childhood, or oid 
Age, of Saturn, The next Verfe, which is beau- 
tyfully expreffed in thefe two Lines, 


ftow Name of Brother veil’d an Husband’s Love, 
Aud Juno bore unaided by her Jove, 


plainly direéts to Fupiter taking his Sifter Funo 
to Wife, and Fuuo bearing Vulcan, ¢ girornt pum 
ytion, by which Hefod mans without the mu- 
tual Joys of Love. The fucceeding Line has a 

Re- 
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R cferéqe - to the Buth of paths. and the fe~ 
yenthet ¢. ‘we whole Poem; 40 lick Le nay be 
fayed oa and end his Paneg y ic iy 
Tercogou, a general Allufion to the ALC. 
The Tae Poct, in his fix Veifes onthe {forks 
aud Days, begins, as on the Theogony,-with a 
general Obfervation on the whole Poem: Hefiod, 
{ays he, enquired into the Tillage and Man ~ 
ment of the Country, and into the Laws, or 
Rules, of Agiiculture; I do not queftion but 
Mgnilius, in Legefque rogavit, had his Eye on 
thefe Words of our Poct Ovas aot wediov ore? ence 
youos, this is the Law of the Fields. What the 
Roman there fays of Bacchus \oving Hills, and 
of grafting, has no Allufion to any Part of the 
prefent Works and Days; but we are not to 
infer from thence that this is not the Poem al- 
luded to, but that thofe Paffages are loft: of 
which I have not the leaft Doubt, when I con- 
fider of fome Parts of the Works and Days, 
which are not fo well conneéted as I with they 
were, I think it is indifputable that Hefiod wrote 
more of the Vintage than we have now extant, 
and that he likewife layed down Rules for the 
Care of Trees: this will appear more clearly, 


if we obfeiye in what Manner Vergil introduces 
this Line, 


E Af 
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Afirdumg, cano Romana per Qppida, Chirmen 


Thi is in the fecond Book of the Gegrgics, the 
chief Subjeéts of which Book are the different 
Methdds of producing Trees; of sanpldarne. 
grafting, of the various Kinds of Trees, the pxo- 
per Soil for each Kind; and of theCare of Vines, 
and Olives; and he has in that Book the very 
Expreffion Manilius applys to Hefiod. Bacchus 
amat Colles, fays Virgil, rogavit quos Colles 
Bacchus amaret, {ays the other of our Ppet, 
he enquired after what Hills Bacchus loved. 


I fhould not have ufed Mr. Creech, and Mr. 
Kennet, with fo much Freedom as I have, had 
not the Tranflation of one, and the Remark of 
the other, fo nearly concerned our Poet; but I 
hope the clearing a difficult and remarkable 
Paffage in a Claffic will, in fome Meafure, at- 
tone for the Libertys I have took with thofe 
Gentlemen. 


We have now, afcribed to Hefod, a Poem 
under the Title of ’Aasls Hpaxases, the Shietd of 
Hercules; which Arsffophanes the Grammarian 
fuppofes to be fpurious, and that it is an Imi- 
tation of the Shield of Achilles in Homer, L- 

dius 
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¥iz., Cyra'dus, iw Fabricius, Bring all the Te- 
see they can for it being wrote by Pefods 
but none +f them amount toa Proof. Fabricius 
geves us te © pinion of Zanaguil Faber, in thefe 
Words; WF vm much furprifed that this{fbould 
formerly bave been, and is now, a Matter of 
Difpute ; thoge who fuppofe the Shield not to 
be of Hefiod have a very flender Knowledge of 
the Greek Poetry. This is only the Judgement 
of one Man againft a Number, and that founded 
on,no Authority. I know not what could in- 
duce Tanaguil Faber {0 confidently to affert this, 
which looks, if I may ufe the Expreffion, like a 
Sort of bullying a Perfon into his Opinion; by 
forcing him into the dreadful Apprehenfion of 
being thought no Judge of Greek Poetry if he 
will not come in: [ fay, I know not what 
could induce him to affert this, for there is no 
Manner of Similitude, to the other Works of our 
Poet: and here I muft call in Queftion the 
Judgement of Ariftophanes, and of fuch as have 
followed him, for fuppofing it to be an Imitation 
of the Shield of Achisles. The whole Poem con- 
fifts of four hundred and fourfcore Verfes, of 
which the Defcription of the Shield is but one 
hundred and fourfcore; in this Defcription are 
fome fimilar Paflages to that of Achilles, but not 
E 2 fuf- 
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fifictynt to juftNy that Cpinion ;, there arf fike4 
wito a few Lines the fame in béth; byater a 
ftrid Examinatién they may poflibly ,appear as 
much to the Difudvantage of Horirn, as to tke 
Authgr of this Poem. The other Parts have no 
Affinity to any Book in the two Poems of Ho- 
mer. "The Poet begins with a beautyfyl Defcrip- 
tion of the Perfon of Alemena, her Love to Am- 
phitryén, and her Amour with Jupiter; from 
thence proceeds to the Characters of Hercules, 
and Iphiclus ; and gocs on regularly to the Death 
of Cyguus, which concludes the Poem; with 
many other Particulars, which, as I fayed be~ 
forc, have no Relation to any Pat of Homer. 
Among the Writings of our Poet which arc loft 
we have the Titles of Turaimey, or “Hpwidwr, Ke- 
maargyos, and of Turaimay Kannaojos, or “Holat 
MijaAai; both thefe Titles are likely to belong 
but to one Poem, and to that which Suidas 
mentions, the Catalogue of Heroic Women in five 
Books; that he compofed fuch a Work is certain 
from the two laft Verfes of the Theogony, and it 
being often mentioned by antient Writers : we have 
an Account of another Poem under the Title of 
‘Hpwopria, the Generation of Heros: the Fayour- 
ers of the Shield of Hercules would have that 
Poem receiyed as a Fragment of one of thefe; 

and 
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Zits IN that Le Clerc fays in Défence of ft is, 
one cs whe the moft famous of Hehos, 
at is Het Vd to imagiie the Shield to be a 
Part of Npwyovta, tho it is handed down 
torus as * .ytintt Work; and yet is but a 
Fragment of it. Thus we fee all their Argu- 
ments, b for it being genuine, and a Frag- 
ment of anoter Poem, are but Conjectures. I 
think they ought not to fufpecd it a Part of 
another Work, unlefs they could tcll when, where, 
or by whom, the Title was changed. It is cer- 
tainly a very antient Picce, and well worth the 
Notice of Men of Genius. 


Befides the Pieces juft mentioned, we find the 6. 
following Cacalogue in Fabricius attributed to Pcem 
which are 


Hefiod, but nly loft. Ip. 


Tlaesivens or “Corbaxgs yeipwvos: this was con- 
cerning the Education of Achilles under Chiron, 
which, fays Fabricius, riftophanes, in one of 
his Comedys, banters as the Work of Hefod. 


Merapmdie or tis ay Mayr Meaduwode : a 
Poem on Divination; the Title is fuppofed to 
be took from Me/ampus an antient Phyfician, 
fayed to be skilled in Divination by Birds, Part 

of 
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of ‘this Work commended by Atheneus, Pidh 
1% 


‘Agesvouia peyern or Agesnh Bra: a Treatife 
of Aflronomy. Pliny fays, aver to Hefiod, 
sn whofe Name we have a Book of Aftrology 
extant, the early Seting of the Pleiades is a- 
bout the End of the Autumn Esuinox. Not- 
~withftanding this Quotation, Fabricius tells us, 
that Atheneus, and Pliny, in fome other Place, 
have given us Reafon to believe they thought 
the Poem of Aftronomy {uppofititious, 


Emaundios ts Ba'reagev: this is mentioned by Sui- 
das, with the Addition of ave epapevov avtt, a fun 
neral Song on Batrachus, whom he loved. 


Nee “Idkian Aaxwawy; this was of the Lda 
Dattyli, who, fays Pliny, in his feventh Book, 
are recorded, by Wefiod, as Difcoverers of I- 
von in Crete: this is likewife in the Catalogue 
of Suidas. 


"Eemfarcd ios Mnatws 5 Otridts : an Epithalamium 
on the Marriage of Peleus and Thetis; two 
Verfes of which are in the Prolegomena of I- 
faac TxXetzes to Lycophron. 


me 


Ins 
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Vales Neeicss 5 ao Book of Geoffraphy is pfen- 
thoned Ee, Siraba 


Aime 3, 4 Poem on one Aximius : . this,. 


wKheneus fells, us, was wrote by Hefiod, or Cer- 
cops a Wireteh whore Name is now canemibeled 
only fos, being to Hefiod what Zoilus was to 
Homer. 


rcs as Tw Ady KataBans: the Deftent 
OF Thefeus into Hell: this is attributed to He- 
jrod*by Paufanias, in his Beotics. 


"Em Mayne % "EEnpisas Um Troan: on Pro. 
phecys or Divination, with an Expofition of 
Prodigys or Portents: this is likewife men- 
tioned by Paxfanias. 


@da Aco : divine Speeches; which Maxi- 
mus Tyrius takes Notice of in his fixteenth Dif- 
fertation. 


Meydra "Epyo: great, or remarkable, A€tions : 


we find the Title of this Work in the eighth Book 
of Athenens. 


Knh- 
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Ryitecs Taya: the Marriage of os “ie 
fiayé an Account of this Poem oth t by Abe £43, 


and Plutarch in his Sympofiacs. 


Of all thefe Labours of this ‘ gréat Poct “ we 
fec Nothing but the Titles remaining cx cept fome 
Fragments preferved by Paunfanias, Plutarch, 

lybius, and a few Men who gkrycd as mich 
nfrefcuing a Verfe from the Ruitis of Time, as 
a Prince in a Victory over his moft powerfu' 
Enemy. We are told that our Poet comp-.: - 
fome other Works, of which we have not even 
the Titles. We are affured, from diverfe Paflages 
in Pliny, that he wrote of the Virtues of Herbs; 
but here Fabricius judicioufly obferves, that he 
might, in other Poems, occafionally treat of va- 
rigus Herbs; as in the Beginning of his Works 
and Days he fpcaks of the Whol-fomenefs of Mal- 
lows, and the Daffadil, or Afphodelos. Quin- 
tilian, in his fifth Book, denys the Fables of 
LEfop to be wrote originally by him, but fays 
the firftt Author of them was Hefiod; and Ply- 
tarch informs us that A fop was his Difciple : 
but this Opinion, tho countenanced by fome, is 
exploded by others. 


When 
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When we refle& ontthe Number of Tifles, the 
ar which are irreparably loft, we fhould 
confi ger them as fo many Monuments to raife our 
Concern, tor the Lofs of fo much ‘Freafure never to 
he retrievéd. , Let us turn our Thoughts from that 
mela choly Theme, and view the Poet in his living 
Writifgs; let us read him ourfelves, and incite our 
Wiha to a Tafte of the Politenefs of Greece. 
Scaliger, in Th Epiftle to Salmafius, divides the 
State of Poetry in Greece into four Periods of 
SUime; in the firft arofe Homer and Hefiod, on 
which he has the juft Obfervation that concludes 
my Difcourfe: rhzs, fays he, you may not impro- 
perly call the Spring of Poefy, but. it is rather 
the Bloom than Infancy. 
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THE 
Generah ARGUMENT 


TO THE 


WORKS and DAYS, 


FROM THE 


Grte? of Dante HeErnstus, 


HE Poet begins with the Difference of 

the two Contentions, and, rejedting that 
which is attended with Difgrace, he advifes 
his Brother Perfés to prefer the other, One 
Pz is 
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is the Lovez of Strife, and the Occafion of Tgoubles. 
The Other prompts us on to procure thd Meceffa- 
trys of Lif ime fair and honeft Way. After Prv- 
metheus had, ‘py Subticty, ftole the Fire -ian- 
deftinely from Jove, (the Fire is by the divine 
Plata, in his Allufion to this Paffas., called the 
Neceffarys, or Abundance, of Life; and thofe are 
called fubtle who were follicitous after the Abun- 
dance of Life) tie God created a great Evil, wh .. 
was Pandora, that is Fortune, who was endowed 
with all the Gifts of the Gods, meaning all the Be- 
nefits of Nature: fo Fortune may from thence be 
fayed to have the Difpofal of the Comforts of Life ; 
and. from that Time Care and Prudence are re- 
quired in the Management of human Affairs. Be- 
fore ‘Prometheus had purloined the Fire,: a! the 
common Neceffarys of Life were near at Hand, 
and eafyly attained; for Saturn had firft made a 
golden Age of Mea, to which the Earth yielded 
all her Fruits fpontaneoufly : thefe Mortals of the 
golden Age fubmitted to a foft and pleafant 
Death, and were after made Demons, and Ho- 

nour 
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sour attended their Names. To this fudceeded the 
second » ‘the filver Age, worfe in all Things than 
the firt, and better than the following; which 


“ubiter, or Pate, took from offythe Earth, and’ 


mad\ happy in their Death. fHience the Poet 
paffes f&the third, the brafen, Age, the Men of 
which, he “tuys, were fierce and terribles who ig- 
nobly fell by their own Folly and civit Difcord ; 
nor was their future Fate like to the other, for 
they defcended to Hell. This Generation is fol- 
lowed by a Race of Heros, Eteocles and Poly- 
wices, and the reft -who were in the firft and 
oldeft Theban War, Agamemnon and Menelaus, 
and fuch as are recorded by the * Poet to be in 
the Trojan War, of whom fome perifhed Eéntircly 
b: Death, and fome now inhabit the Ifles of the 
bleffed. Next he defcribes the iron Age, and the 
Injuftice which prevailed in it. He greatly re- 
proves the Judges, and taxes them with Corrup- 
tion, in a fhort and beautyful Fabie. In the 

othes 





* I fuppofe Heiniius means Homer. 
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Ather Part’ of the Book, he fets before our Eyei 
the Confequences of Juftice and Injuftice; arid 
then, in the moft fagacious Manner, lays dowg 
fome the wildg Piece to Perfes. ~The Paz 
which contains the Precepts: is chicfly wro/e in 
ain irregular, free, and eafy, Way; and his ‘icquent 
Repetitions, which Cuftom modern, Writers have 


guite avoided, bear no fmall Marks of his Anti- 
guity. He often digreffes that his Brother might 


“hot be tired with his Precepts, becaufe of a too 


much Samenefs. Hence he paffes to Rules of 
Occonomy, beginning with Agriculture. He 
points out the proper Seafon for the Plow, the 
Harveft, the Viatage, and for~felling Wood; he 
fhews ‘the Fruits of Induftry, .and« the ill Con- 
fequences of Negligence. He defcribes the dif- 
ferent Scafons, and tells us what Works are proper 
to each, Thefe are the Subjects of the firft Part 
of his Occonomy. In Procefs of Time, and the 
Thirft of Gain cnereafing in Men, every Method 
was trycd to the procuring Riches; Men begun 
to extend their Commerce over the Seas; for 

which 
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which Reafon the Poet layed down Precepes_fot 
Navigation. He next proceeds to a Recommen- 
dation >of divine Wosfhip, the Beane due to 
ve immortal Gods, and the Virious Ways of 
payi\g our Homage to them. He concludes with 
a fhort Chfervation on Days, dividing them into 
the good, bau, and indifferent. 
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HIS \8oo0k contains the Invocation to the 

Whole; \be general Propofition , the Story of 
Prometheus, tipimethens, avd Pandora; @ Deftrip- 
tion of the Gviden Age, Silver Age, Brafen Age, 
the Age of Heros, and the Iron Age, a Recom- 
mendation of Virtue, ee Bleffings 
with which good Men an? attended, and the Con- 
dition of the Wicked, and feveral moral Pre- 
cepts proper to be obferved thro the Courfe of 


our Lives. 
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BOOK I 











ING, Mufes, fing, fiom the Prax Grove, 
Begin the Song, and let the Thime be Jove ; 
From him ye {prung, ani him ye fieff fhould praife; 
Fiom your immortal Sue deduce your Lays, 
To him alone, to his great Will, we owe, 
"That we exift, and what we are, below. 
Whether we blaze among the Sons of Fame, 
Or live obfcurely, and without a Name; 


G 2 Or 
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Io 
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Or nobig, or ignoble, ftill we prove 
Our Lot determin’d by the Will of Fove. 
With Eafe he lifts the Peafant to a Crown, 
With the fame Eafe he cafts the Monarch down, 
With Eafe he clouds the brighteft Name in Night, 
And ca.'s the meaneit to the faireft Light ; 
At Will he varys Life thro ev'ry State; 
Unnerves the ftrong, and makes the crooked ftrait. 
Such Yove, who thunders terrible from high, 
Who dwells in Manfions sar aboye the Sky. 
Look down,thouPow’s Supreme, vouchfafe thine Aid, 
And let my Judgement be by Juftice fway’d; 
Oh! hear my Vows, and thine Affiftance bring, 


While Truths undoubted I to Perfes fing. 
As 


Boox I. Worxs and: Dats. 69 
As hereon Earth we tread the Maze ofNLife, 

The Mind’s divided in a double Strife ; 

One, by the wife, is thought deferving Fame; ad 

And this attended by the greateft Shame, 

The difmal Source whence {pring pernicious Jars, 

The baneful Fountain of deftrudtive Wars, 

Which, by the Laws of abitraryFrate, 

We follow, tho by Nature taugitt to hate ; 30 

From Night’s black Kealms thistook its odious Bith: 

The one Zove platted in the Womb of Earth, 

The better Strife ; by this the Soul is fir’d 

To arduous Toils, nor with thofe Toils is tir'd; 

One fees his Neighbour with laborious Hand, 3§ 

Planting his Oschard, or manuring Land; 


He 
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He Jezs altvther, with indt{trious Care, 

Materials for the building Art prepare; 

Idle himfelf he fecs them hatte to rife, 

Obterves their growing Wealth with envious Eyes, 
With Emulation fir’d, beholds their Store, 

And toils th Joy, who never toil’d before. 

The Artift cnv 's what the Artift gains, 


The Bard the Fival Bard's fuccefsful Strains. 


Perfes attend, my jut Decrees obferve, 
Nor from thy honeft Labour idly fwerve ; 
The Love of Strife, that joys in Evils, fhun, 
Nor to the Forum, from thy Duty, run. 


How 
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How vain Yhe Wranglings of the Bar t5 mint, 

While Ceres, i Goddefs, is unkind ! 50 
But when propitious fhe has heap’d your Store, 

For others you may plead, and not before; 

But let with Juftice your Contentions prove, 

And be your Counfels fuch as come-from Jove : 

Not as of late, when we divided Juands, es 
You grafp’d at all with avaritionf Hands; 

When the corrupted Bench, for Bribes weil known, 
Unjuftly granted mére than was your own. 

Fools blind to Truth! nor knows their erring Soul 

How much the Half is better than the Whole, fo 
How great the Pleafure wholcfome Herbs affoid, 


How blef’d the'frugal, and an honeft, Board ! 


Would 
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‘Would tie\immortal Gods on Men benow 


A Mind, how few the Wants of Life to know, 
They all the Year, from Labour free, might live 
On what the Bounty of a Day would give; 
They foon the Rudder o’er the Smoke would lay, 
And let the Mule, and Ox, at Leifure ftray: 
This Senfe to Man the King of Gods denys, 
Ii, Wrath to hirt who daring rob’d the Skys; 
Dread Mls the God prepar’d, unknown before, 
And the ftol’n Fire back to his Heay’n he bore ; 
But from Prometheus ’twas conceal’d in vain, 
Which for the Ufe of Man he ftole again, 
And, artful in his Fraud, brought from Above, 
At which enrag’d fpoke cloud-compelling Fove. 
Son 
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Son of Zabedus, oer fubtle, go, 

And glory in thy artful Theft below; 

Boaft the celeftial Fire by Stealth retriev'd, 

And uiumph in almighty Hove deceiv’d ; 80 

But thou too late fhalt find the Triumph: Vain. 

And read thy Folly in fucceeding Pain; 

Pofterity the fad Effects fhall know 

When, in Purfuit of Joy, they ep'p their Woe, 

He fpoke, and told to Mulciber his Will, 85 

And, filing, badé him his Commands fulfil; 

To ufe his greateft Art, his niceft Care, 

To frame a Creature exquifitely fair; 

To temper well the Clay with Watcr, then 

To add the Vigour, and the Voice, of Men, 90 
| H To 


95 


too 


Worx«s and Days. BooxI 


-'To let hgr firft in Virgin Luft-e fhine; 


In Form a Goddefs, with a Bloom diyine., 

And next the Sire demands Minerva’s Aid, 

In all her various Skill to train the Maid, 

Bids her the Secrets of the Loom impart, 

To caft a curious Thread with happy Art. 
And golden Aenus was to teach the Fair, 

The Wiles of Rove, and to improve her Air; 
And then, in aweful Majefty, to fhed 

A thoufand graceful Charms around her Head, 
Next Hermes, artful God, muft form her Mind, 
One Day to torture, and the next be kind, 

With foothing Language, and the treach’rous Smile, 


‘The Heart to purchafe, and that Heart beguile. 


Fove 
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Fave gavets Mandate; and the Gods oliey:d. 
Firft Vudcan form’d of Earth the blufhing’ Maid ; 
Minerva next perform’d the Task affign’d ; 

With ev’ry female Art adorn’d her Mind. 

To drefs her S#ada, and the Graces, join; 
Around her Perfon, lo! the Diamonds fhinc. 

To deck her Brows the fair-trefi’d weafoxs bring 
A Garland breathing all the Sweas of Spring. 
Each Prefent Pallas gives it pwoper Place, 

And adds to evy’ry Ornament a Grace. 

Next Hermes taught the Fair the Heart to moye, 
With all the falfe alluring Arts of Love. 

The finifh’d Maid the Gods Paudora call, 
Becaufe a Tribute fhe receiy’d from all. 


H 2 And 
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And«tbus, “twas Fove’s Command, to4 sex began, 
A lovely Mifchief to the Soul of Man. 

When the great Sire of Gods beheld the Fair; 4 
The fatal Guile, th’ inevitable Snare, | 
Hermes he bids to Epimetheus bear. | 
Prometheus, mindful of his Theft Above, 

Had warn’d his Brother to beware of ove, 

To take no Préfent that the God fhould fend, 
Left the fair Bribe fhould Ili to Man portend ; 
But he, forgetful, takes his evil Fate, 

Accepts the Mifchief, and repents too late. 
Mortals at firft a blifsful Earth enjoy’d, 

With Ils untainted, nor with Cares anoy’d, 


To 
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To them t¥&World yas no laborious Stage, 

Nor fear'd they then the Miferys of Age; 

But foon the fad Reverfion they behold, 

Alas! they grow in their Afflictions old ; 135 
For in her Hand the Nymph a Casket bears, 

Full of Difeafes, and corroding Cares. 

Which open’d, they to taint the W@rld begin, 

And Hope alone remains entire within. 

Such was the fatal Prefent trom “Above, rae 
And tuch the Will of cloud-compelling ove. 

And now unnumber’d Wocs o’er Mortals reign, 

Alike infeéted is the Land, and Main. 

O’er human Race Diftempers filent ftray, 

And multiply their Sirength by Night and Day; 145 


"T'was 
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"Twas Jove's Decree they fhbuld in‘Guence rove ; 
And who is able to contend with Fove 
And now attend, while I at large relate, 
And trace, the various Turns of human State. 
Soon as the deathlefs Gods were born, and Man, 
A mortal Race, with Voice endu’d, began, 
The heaw nly\Pow’rs from High their Work behold, 
And the firft Nge they ftile an Age of Gold. 
Men fpent a Life Jike Gods in Saturn’s Reign, 
Nor fale their Mind a Care, nor Body Pain; 
The Fields, as yet untill’d, their Fruits afford, 
And fill a fumptuous, and unenvy’d, Board. 
From Labour free they all Delights enjoy, 
Nor could the Ills of Time their Peace deftroy ; 


They 
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They dy, o&-/ather frem to dy, they feem 160 
From hence tranf{ported in a pleafing Dream. 
Thus, crown’d with Happynefs their ey’ry Day, 
Serene, and joyful, pafs’d their Lives away. 

When in the Graye this Race of Men was*lay’d, 
Soon was a World of holy Demons made. 165 
Acrial Spirits, by great Yove defign’d, 
To be on Earth the Guardians of Mankind ; 
Invifible to mortal Eyes they g@ 
And mark our Actions, good, or bad, beiow . 
Th’ immortal Spys with watchful Care prefide, 
And thrice ten thoufand round their Charges glide, 
They can reward with Glory, or with Gold ; 
A Pow’r they by divine Permiflion hold - 

Ware 
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Worfe than the firft, a fecond Agy appears, 

175 Which the Celeftials call the Silver Yeay- 
The Golden Age’s Virtues are no morc ; 
Nature grows weaker than fhe was before ; 
In Strength of Body Mortals much decay, 
And human Wifdom feems to fade away. 

i8o ©An hundred Years the careful Dames employ, 
Before they form’d to Man th’ unpolifh’d Boy 5 
Who when he réich’d his Bloom, his Age’s Prime, 
Found, meafur’d by his Joys, but fhort his Time. 
Men, prone to Ill, deny’d the Gods their Due, 

185 And, by their Follys, made-their Days but few. 
The Altars of the Blefs’d neglected ftand, 
Without the Off’rings which the Laws demand ; 


But 
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But angry Yove in Duft this People lay’d, 
Becanfe no Honours to the Gods they pay’d. 
This {econd Race, when clos’dMheir Life’s fhort Span, 190 
Was happy dcem’d beyond the State of Man ; 
Their Names were gratcful to their Children made, 
Each pay’d a Reverence to his Father’s Shade. 
And now a third, a Brafen, People rife, 
Unlike the former, Men of monfirous Size. 195 
Strong Arms extenfive from theirShouldcrs grow 3 
Their Limbs of equal Magnitude below ; 
Potent in Arms, and dreadful at the Spear, 
They live injurious, and devoid of Fear. 
On the crude Flefh of Beafts, they feed, alone, 209 
Savage their Nature, and their Hearts of Stone ; 
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Theit Houfes Brafs, of Brafs the warlike Blade, 
Tron was yet unknown, in Brafs they trade. 
Furious, robuft, impatient for the Fight, 

War is their only Care, and fole Delight. 
To the dark Shades of Death this Race defcend, 
By civil Difcords,; an ignoble End! 
[ Might, 

Strong tho they were, Death quell’d their boafted 
And fore’d their ftubborn Souls to leave the Ligl«t. 

To thefe a fourth, a better, Race fuccceds, 
Of godlike Heros, fam’d for martial Deeds ; 
Them Demigods, at firft, their matchlefs Worth 
Proclaims aloud, all thro the boundlefs Earth. 
Thefe, horrid Wars, their Love of Arms, deftroy ; 


Some at the Gates of Thebes, and fome at Troy. 


Thefe 
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Thefe for the Brothers fell, detefted Snife! 

POsScaity thofe, the lovely Greecian Wife. 

To thefe does Fove a fecond\Life ordain, 

Some happy Soil far in the diftant Main, 

Where live the Heiv-thades in rich Repaft, 220 

Remote fiom Moitals of a sulga: Caft. 

There in the Iflands of the Blefs’d they find, 

Where Saturs icigns, an endicfs Calm of Mind; 

And there the ghoiceft Fruits forn the Ficlds, 

And thrice the fertile Ycar a Huveft yields. 225 
Oh! would Tt had my Hours of Lift began 

Before this fifth, this finful, Race of Man : 

Or had I not been call’d to breathe the Day, 

Till the rough Iron Age had pafs’d away! 
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For now, the Times are fuch, the Gods ordain, 
That ev’ry Moment fhall be wing’d with Fan, 
Condemn’d to Sorrow’, and to Toil, we Jive; 
Reft to our Labour Death alone can give; 

And yet amid the Cares our Lives anoy, 

‘The Gods will grant fome Intervals of Joy : 
But how degencrate is the human State! 

Virtue no more diftinguifhes the Great ; 

No. fafe Reception fhall the Stranger find ; 

Nor fhall the Tys of Blood, or Friendfhip, bind; 
Nor fhall the Parent, when his Sons are nigh, 
Look with the Fondnefs of a Parent’s Eye; 
Nor to the Sire the Son Obedience pay ; 

Nor look with Rey’rence on the Locks of Grey, 


But, 


86 


260 


205 


270 


Worxs and Days. Bopx I. 


While wretched Men,‘abandon’d to their Grief, 

Sink in their Sorrows, Jhopelefs of Relief. 
While now my Faf'le from the Birds I bring, 

To the great Rulers of the Earth I fing. 

High in the Clouds a mighty Bird of Prey 

Bore a melodious Nightingale away ; 

And to the Captive, fhiv’ring in Defpair, 

Thus, cruel, fpoke the Tyrant of the Air. 

Why mourns the W'yetch in my fupcrior Pow'r? 

Thy Voice avails not in the ravifh’d Hour; 

Vain are thy Crys; at my defpotic Will, 

Or I can fet thee free, or I can kill. 

Unwifely who provokes his abler Foe, 

Conqueft ftill Ays him, and he ftrives for Woe. 


Thus | 
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But, oh! regardlefs of the Pow’rs divine, 

Wit ater Taunts fhall load his Life’s Decline. 245 
Revenge and Rapine fhall R&pec&t command, 

The pious, juft, and good, neglected ftand. 

The wicked fhall the better Man diftrefs, 

The 1ightcous 1uffer, and without Redrefs; 

Strid Honefty, and naked Tiuth, fhall fail, 250 
The peryur’d Villain, in his Arts, prevail. 

Heat Envy thall, unften, eft her Voics, 

Attend the wretched, and in Tl rgoyce. 

Yufiice and Modeffy at length do fly, 

Rob’d their fair Limbs in white, and gain the Sky; as¢ 
From the wide Eurth they reach the bicfs’d Abodes, 


And join the grand Affernbly of the Gods; 
While 
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Thus fpoke th’ Enflaver with infulting; Pride 
Oh! Perfis, Juftice eveg be thy Guide; 
May Malice never gain upona they Will, 
Malice that makes the Wretch more wretched fll. 275 
The good Man, iajm’d, to Revenge ts flow, 
To him the Vengeance is the greater Woe. 
Ever will all injurious Courfes fail, 
And Juftice ever over Wrongs prevail 3 
Right will take Place at laft, bx fit Degrees; 280 
This Truth the Foot by fad Experience fees. 
When Suits commence, difhoneft Strife the Caute, 
Faith violated, and the Breach of Laws, 
Enfue; the Crys of Juftice haunt the Judge, 
Of Bribes the Glutton, and of Sin the Drudge. 285 
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Thro City§ then the holy Demon runs, 
Unfeen, and mourns he Manners of their Sons, 
Difperfing Evils, to reward the Crimes 

Of thofe who banifh Juftice from the Times. 
Ts there a Man whom incorrupt we call, 
Who fits alike unprejudic’d to all, 

By him the City flourifhes in Peace, 

Her Borders lengthen, and her Sons increafe ; 
From him far-fecigg Fove will drive afar 
All civil Difcord, and the Rage of War. 

No Days of Famine to the Righteous fall, 
But all is Plenty, and delightful all ; 

Nature indulgent o’er their Land is feen, 


With Oaks high tow’ring are their Mountains green, 


With | 
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With heavy Maft their Arms diffufive Sow, 300 
‘While fom their Truncks ric Streams of Honey flow; 

Of Flocks untainted are their Paftures full, 

Which flowly ftrut beneath their Weight of Wool; 

And Sons are boris the Likenefs of their Sire, 

The Fruits of Virtue, and a chaft Defire : 305 
O’er the wide Seas for Wealth they need not roam, 
Many, and Jafting, are their Joys at Home. 

Not thus the wicked, who in 7 delight, 

Whofe dayly Aas pervert the Rules of Right; 

To thefe the wife Difpofer, Fove, ordains 310 
Repeated Loffes, amd a World of Pains. 

Famines, and Plagues, are, unexpected, nigh; 

Their Wives are barren, and their Kindred dy; 
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Numbers of thefe at once are fweep’d away; 
And Ships of Wealth become the Ocear’s Preys 
One Sinner oft’ provokes th’Avenger’s Hand, 
And often one Man’s Crimes deftroy a Land. 
Exaély mark, ye Rulers of Mankind, 
The Ways of Truth, nor be to Juftice blind; 
Confider, all ye do, and all ye fay, 
The holy Demons to their God convey, 
Acrial Spirits, bysgreat Fove defign’d, 
To be on Earth the Guardians of Mankind, 
Invifible to mortal Eycs they go, 
And mark: our Aétions, goods or bad, below ; 
Th’ immortal Spys with watchful Care prefide, 
And thrice ten thoufand round. their Charges glide. 
Fuftice 
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Suffice, unipoted Maid, deriv’d fiom Fove, 

Rgnown’d, and reverenc’d, by the Gods above, 

When Mortals violate her facred Laws, 330 
When Judges hea the Bribe, and not the Caufe ; 

Clote by her Parent God behold her ftand, 

And urge the Punifhment thew Crimes demand. 

Look in your Breafts, and theie furyey you Crimes, 
Think, oh! ye Judges, and reform betimes, 335 
Forget the pats'd, nor more falfe Judgements give, 

Turn from yous Ways betimcs, oh! turn and Tive. 

Who, full of Wiles, his Neighbour’s Haim contuves, 

Falfe to himfelf, againft himfelf he ftiives; 

For he that harbours Evil in his Mind, 340 
Will from his evil Thoughts but Evil find; 
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And lo! the Eye of Fove, thac all Things knows, 
Can, when he will, the Heart of Man difclofe:, 
Open the guilty Bofom all within, 

And trace the infant Thoughts of future Sin. 
Oh?! when I hear the upright Man complain, 

And, by his Injurys, the Judge arraign; 

If to be wicked is to find Succefs, 

I cry, and to be juft to mect Diftrefs, 

May [ nor mine the righteous Path purtue, 

Buc Int’reft only ever keep in View: 

But by Reflection better taught, I find 

We fee the prefent, to the future blind. 

Troft to the Will of Fove, and wait the End, 


And Good fhall always your good Adts attend. 
Thefe 
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Thefe Doétrines, Peres, treafure in thy Heart, 

And never from the Paths of Juftice part, 

Never by brutal Violence be fway’d, 

But be the Will of Fove in thefe obey’d. 
In thefe the brute Creation Men exceed, 360 

They, void of Reafon, by each other bleed ; 

Whiie Man by Juftice fhould be kept in Awe, 

Juftice of Nature, well ordain’d, the Law. 

Who Right efpoufes, thro a rightcous Love, 

Shall meet the Bounty of the Hands of Jove; 305 

But he that will not be by Laws confin’d, 

Whom not the Sacrament of Oaths can bind,, 

Who, with a willing Soul, can Juftice leave, 


A Wound immortal fhall that Man receives, 
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370 His Houfe’s Honour dayly fhall decline: 


a73 


380 


Fair flourifh fhall the Juft from Line to Line 
Oh! Perfes, fooltth Perfes, bow thine Ear, 

To the good Counfels of a Soul fincere. 

To Wickednefs the Road is quickly found 

Short is the Way, and on an eafy Ground. 

The Paths of Virtue muft be reach’d by Toil, 

Arduous, and long, and on a rugged Soil, 

Thorny the Gate, but when the Top you gain, 

Fair is the future, and the Profpeé plain. 

Far does the Man all other Men excel, 

Who, from his Wifdom, thirks in all Things weil, 

Wifely confid’ring, to himfelf a Friend, 

A\l for the prefent beft, and for the End; 


Noi 
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Nor is the Mua without his Share of Pian, 


co 
i 


Who well the Dictates of the wite obeys; 


too 


But he that is not wite himtulf, nor can 
Heaiken to Witdom, is a ufclefs Man. 

Ever obteiye, @er/fes, of Buth divine, 
My Precepts, and the Profit fhall be thine , 
Then Famine always fhall avoid thy Door, 390 
And Cees, fair wreath’d Goddeis, blafs thy Stove. 
The flothful Wretch, who lives figm Labour fice, 
Like Diones, the Robburs of the painful Ba, 
Has always Men, and Gods, alike his Foes; 
Him Famine follows with her Train of Woes. 395 
With chearful Zeal your mod’iate Toils purfic, 


That your full,Barns you may jn Scafon view. 
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The Man induftrious Stranger is to Need, 
A thoufand Flocks his fertile Paftures feed ; 
As with the Drone with him it will not prove, 
Him Men and Gods behold with Eyes of Love. 
To care and Jabour think it no Difgrace, 
Falfe Pride! the Portion of the fluggard Race; 
The flothful Man, who neyer work’d before, 
Shall gaze with Envy on thy growing Storc,, 
Like thee to flourifh, he will {pare no Pains ; 
For lo! the rich Virtue and Glory gains. 
Stnidly obferve the wholefome Rules I give, 
And, blefs’d in all, thou iike‘a God fhalt live. 
Ne’er to thy Neighbour’s Goods extend thy Cares, 
Nor be neglectful of thy own Affairs. 


Let 
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JTzet no degenerate Shame debafe thy Mind, 

Shame that is nevei to the needy kind ; 

The Man that has it will continue poot ; 

He muft be bold that would enlarge his Store. 415 
But ravifh not, (depending on thy Might, 

Inj ious to thy {elf} Janother’s Right. 

Who, or by open Force, o1 fecret Stealth, 

O1 perjui’d Wiles, amaffts Heaps of Wealth, 

Such many are, whom Thirft of Gain betrays, ; 429 
The Gods, all fecing, fhall o’ciclovd his Days; 

Elis Wife, his Children, and his Fricnds, fhall dy, 

And, like a Dream$ his ill got Riches fly. 

Nor Ici, or to infult the Supplyant’s Crys, 


1 


The Guilt, or break thro hofpitable Tys. 425 
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Ts there who, by inccftuous Paffion 1d, 

Pollutes, with Joys unclean, his Brother’s Bed, . 

Or who, regardlefs of his tender Truft, 

To the pocr helplefs Orphan proves unjuft, 

Or, when the Father’s fatal Day appears, 

His Body bending, thro the Weight of Years, 

A Son who views him with undutcous Eyes, 

And Words of Comfort to his Age denys, 

Great Fove, vindietive, fees the impious Train. 

Aud, cqual to their Crimes, inflicts a Pain. 
Thefe Precepts be thy Guide thro Life to fteer | 

Next Iearn the Gods immortal <o revere; l 


With unpolluted Hands, and Heart fincere, 


Let 
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ct from your Herd, or Flock, an Off’ring 11fe 57 


} 

Of the pure Vidtim burn the white fat Thighs; 7 rin Co) 
And to your Wealth confine the Sacrifice. | 
Let the sich Fumes of od’rous Incente fly, 
A gratctul Savour, ro the Pow’1s on high ; 
The due Libation nor neglect to pay, 
When Ev’ning, clofes, or when dawns the Day . $45 
Then fhall thy Work, the Gods thy Friends, tucceed ; 
Then may you purchafe Farms, nor {cll thro Need, 

Fnjoy thy Riches with a iib’ral Soul, 
Plenteous the Feaft, and imiling be the Bowl; 
No Friend forget, nor entertain thy Foe, 459 


Nor let thy Neighbour uninvited eo. 


T ne 
J, 2 Hipny 


1090 


455 


460 


465 


Works and Days. Book I. 


Happy the Man, with Peace his Days are crown’e 
Whofe Houfe an honeft Neighbourhood furrouma ; 
Of forcign Harms he never fleeps afraid, 

They, always ready, bring their willing Aid; 
Chearful, fhould he fome bufy Preffure feel, 
They lend an Aid beyond a Kindred’s Zcal ; 
They never will confpire to blaft his Fame, 
Secure he walks, unfully’d his good Name: 
Unhappy Man, whom Neighbours ill furround, 
His Oven dy oft’ by a treach’rous Wound. 
Whate’er you borrow of your Neighbour’s Store, 
Return the fame in Weight, if zble more; 

So to your felf will you fecure a Friend ; 

He never after will refufe to lend. 


What- 
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Whatever by difhoneft Means you gain, 
Yd purchafe an Equivalent of Pain. 
‘To all a Love for Love return: contend 
In yirtuous Acts to emulate your Friend. 
Be to the good thy Favours unconfin’d ; 470 
Neglect a fordid, and ingrateful, Mind. 
From all the generous a Refpect command, 
While none regard the bafe ungiving Hand: 
The Man who gives from an unbounded Breaft, 
Tho large the Bounty, in himfelf 1s blefs’d : 475 
Who ravifhes another’s Right fhall find, 
Tho fmall the Prey, a deadly Sting behind. 
Content, and honeftly, enjoy your Lot, 
and often add to that already got; 


From 
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Fiom little oft’ repeated much willife, 
And, of thy Toil the Fruits, falute thine Eves 
How fweet at home to have what Life demands, 
The juft Reward of our induftrious Hands, 
To view our Neighbour’s Blifs without Defire, 
To dicad not Famine, with hor Afpect dine ! 
Be thefe thy Thoughts, to thefe thy Heart incline, 
And lo! thefe Bleflings fhall be furcly thine. 

When at your Boaid your faithful Friend you grect. 
Without Referye, and Jib’ral, be the Ticat: 
To ftint the Wine, a frugal Husband fhows, 
When from the Middle of thé Cask it flows, 
Do not, by Mirth betray’d, your Brother truft, 
Without a Witnefs, he may prove fae 


Alike 
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e it is unfafe for Men to be, 
With fome tuo Niffident, with fome too free. 495 
-tct not a Woman fteal your Heart away, 
By tender Looks, aud her Appaicl gav; 
When your Abode the languifhing enquiies 
Command your Heart, and quench the kindling Fires 
Tf Love fhe yous, ‘ty Madncts to believe, 500 
Tuin fiom the Th'cf, fhe chaims bur to deccive 
Who does too rafhly in a Woman trult, 
Too late will find the Wanton prove unjutt 
Take a chaft Matron, Partner of your Bicaft, 
Contented live, of her alone poffefs’d ; 565 
Ther fhall you number many Days in Prace, 
And, wifh your Children, fee your Wealth encreafe; 


Then 
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Then fhall a duteous careful Heir furvive, 
To keep the Honour of the Houfe alive. 
510 If large Poffeflions are, in Life, thy View, 


Thete Precepts, with affiduous Care, purfue. 


The End of the frfi BOOK. 
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I. 


HE Schohaft Terses tells us, this Poem 

i was firft called the Works and Days.of 
Hesiob, to diftinguith it from another, on 

the fame Subject, and of the fame Title, 

wrote hy Orpheus. How much this may be de- 
pended on J cannot fav; but “abr scrus affures Us, 
fiom Pézay, Book 18, Chap. 25, that Hefod was 
the firft who laycd down Rules for Agriculture. It 
is certain that, of all the Picces of this Nature 
which were before Vergi/, and extant in his Days, 
this was rioft efteemed by him, otherwile he wonld 
not have fhewed that Rcfpcat to our Author which 
he does quite thro his Georgie. In one Place he 


M 2 pro- 
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propofes him as a Pattern in that {prea wal 
where, addreffing to his Countiy, he“tays, 





tibt Res antique Laudi +t Artis 
Ingredior, fanétos aufis recludere . ontes , 
Aferaumque cano, Romana per Oppida, Carmen, 
Asti. 2 
For thee my tuneful Accents will I razfe, 
“dud ircat of Arts difilosd in antient Days , 
Once more untock for thee the facred Spring, 
And old Atiean Ver fe, it Roman Citys, fing 
Dryden 


He begins the Georgze with an Explanation of 
the Title of the Works and Days. 


Quid faciat letas Segetes, quo Sidere Terram 
Verrere, &e. 


What makes a plentcous Harveft, when to turn 
The frustful Sol, and when to fow the Corn ; 
Dryden. 


for 
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by (Works is meant the Art of Agriculture, 
And by Days the proper Scatfons for Woik. See 
farther in my Difeourfe on the Writings of 
Hefiod. 
2. 


1. Sig, Mufes, fing, from the Pierian Grove. 


Arifarchus, and {ome others, are for having this 
Evordium left out, as not a Part of the Poem. 
Praxiphanes, a Scholar of Theophraftus, lays he 
had a Copy which begun from this Veite, 


As here on Earth we tread the Maze of Life. 


The Reafon which Proc/us affigns for it not bung 
wrote by He/iod is, that he who begun his Theo- 
gony with an Invocation to the Mufes from Heézcon, 
and who was himiclf brought up at the Foot of 
that Mountain, would never call on the Perzan 
Mufes. A weak Objection, and unworthy" the 
Name cf a Critic! the Dittinéction is as follows. The 
Mutes are fayed to be the Daughters of Yove, 
that is, of that Powr by which we are enabled to 
perform. Pzeria is flayed to be the Birth-place 
of the Mufcs, and the Seat of ‘Fove, that is, 
the Mind, whence all our Conceptions arife. 
Helire is a Place of Refidence to the Mufes, 
whe. ry celebrate the Praifes of their Father, 
and 4 into the Knowledge of Antiquity. In 
this Won He/od inftructs his Brother in the Art 

of 
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of Tillage, and Morality, all which Doétrines pro 

ceed from his own Experience, his own natura 

Sentiments, and therefore he DA the Mufgs 
from Pieria, his Account of the veneration of 
the Gods, being received, partly frog, Books, dad. 
partly from oral Tradition, he invckes them from 
Fleluon. Txetz, Here the Scholiaft talks as if 
he did net doubt thefe Lines being genuine, 


2. 


” 


With Bafe he clouds the brighteft Name in Night, 
And calls the meaneft to the fairefi Light. 


Here the Poet in a pious, as well as beautyful, 
Manner, expreffes the abfolute Powr of the Su- 
preme Being; what can be more proper than to 
remind Perfes of an omnifcient and omnipotent 
God, and, as afterwards, to invokes his Affiftance 
to dire&t his Judgements with all Juftice? This 
muft confequently canfe a Reflection in him, for 
whofe Ufe the Poem feems to be wiote. This 
Exoidium was certainly admired by Horace, who, 


in one of his Odes, has elegantly tranflated this 
Pat of it. 


Valet ima Summis 
Mutare, et Infignem attenuat, Deus, 


Obfiura promens. 
Tho 
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yiho I :‘muft own, after all, what Paufanias fiys, 
‘in his Beotics, that this Beginning was not in the 
Copy he faw in Lead, is a great Argument againft 
thofe who thfak it of "Hefi od: and Plutarch \ike- 
w'fe, in his kympofiacs, begins this Poem according 
to Panfania 
4. 


23 Ashereon Earth we tread the Mazeof Life, 
The Mind's divided in a double Strife. 


The Words of Heffod are thefe; there is not one 
Kind of Contention only on Earth, out there are 
tae, which divide the Mind. n the Theogony 
he makes but one Cowfewtion, and that {piung 
from Night, ivon after the Birth of the Fates, 
and other evil Deitys, which are of the fame Pa- 
rent. From Contention {prung all that 1s hurtful 
to Gods and’ Men, as Plagues, Wars, fecret 
Bloodfhed , Slander, &o. No better Moral can 
be drawn from this ‘Allegory than in thefe Words 
from our facred Writings; Alex love Darkuefs 
better than Light, becaufe their Deeds are evil. 
The fecond Contention Emulation, which was 
planted in the Womb of Earth by Jove, muft be 
aficr the Invention of Arts, for before was no 
Room for Emulation. The Contention firft men- 


tioned was before the Wais of the Gyants. Of 


that fee farther in the Notes to the Theogouy. 


Which 


Til 
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Which, by the Laws of arbitrary Fate, 
We follow, tho by Nature tadght to hate. 


The Truth of this will plainly apptar, when we 
confider the Neceflity of many of ‘our Adtions, 
which, tho involuntary, are rendered neceffary by 
the Caufe; by involuntary, I do not mean without 
the Confent of the Will, becaufe it is certain that 
mutt precede the Adon, but what we had rather 
we had no Occafion to do. 


6. 
The Artifi envys what the Artif? gains. 


Hear Plato on this Paflage: his Words are thefe. 
And fo it is necefary, fays Uefiod, or according 
to Hefiod, zt fhould be among alb of the fame 
Frofeffion, that they may be filled with Envy, 
and Contention. Plato certainly miftakes the Poet 
in this, when he imagines Hefod thinks it abfo- 
lutely neceffary for the better Government of the 
World. All that he means is, he finds it fo in 
Nature; and, from our Appetites natural to us, 
we cannot avoid it. The reft of the Note by Mr. 
Theobald. Ariftotle in his fecond Book of Rhe-~ 
toric, in the Chapter on Envy, quotes thts Vaflage 
of Hefiod, tho he does not name the Av*} with 
this Introduction, becaufe Men contes:, + “Yon 

vun's 
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hour's Sake, with their Rivals, and with all 
who have Paffions and Defires like thonfelves, 
thexe is a Neceffity that they muft eazy fich; 
henge it has bech-fayed, Koi Keeapeus Keener xorect- 


55 Not as of late, when we divided Lands. 


The Sin of Perfer was reckoned, by the Anticnts, 
one of the moft heinous. Seveca begs lic may 
know to divide with his Brother; as if he efleemed 
it one of the moit neceffary Dutys of Man. This 
Cuftom of dividing the Father’s Patiimony, by 
Lot, among all the Childien, ts, Inykewite, alluded 
to in the Odyfes of Homer, Book 14. 


8. 


59 Fools, blind.to Truth! nor knows their er: 
ring Sotl 


How much the Half is better than the bole. 


What a noble Titumph is this over the Avarice, 
and Injuftice, of his Brother, and the Partiality of 
the Judges! How mitch like a Philofopher is this 
Greatnefs of Soul, in his Contempt of ill got 
Riches! What a Conqueft has he gained, tho he 
loft the Caufe, and duffered by the Wickcdnefs of 
his Ady «7 -! He not only fhews himfelf a happy 
Man, * « +. .ches him by whom he is moft injured 
to be 44 « ~=T have taken the Liberty to add this 

N Line, 
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Line, which is not in the Original, as an Explana- 
tion of this famous Pafflage of our Poet, which, 
and no other, I] am certain muft be his Meaning; 


How blefs'd the frugal, and Gn honeft, Beard. 


The Meardyy and ’Acgodé7.03, the-firft of which we 
gencrally render, in Awg/i/f , the Mallows, and the 
latter the Daffodil, the Names of which I have 
not tranflated, being of no Confequence to the 
Beauty of this Paflage, Plutarch, in his Banquet 
of the fiven wife Men, commends as the whole- 
fomeft of Herbs; he mentions the AyS$éezxes, which 
Le Clere tells us is a Part of the ’Acgodéas,: the 
tume Critic alfo obferves, from Scalzger, that it ap- 
pears from this Verfe the Antients did eat the Daf- 
fodil, cr Aggodéaos. See in the Difcourfes on the 
Lye and Writings of ou Poet. 


9. 
They foon the Rudder o'er the Smoke would lay. 


What the Pot means by this, and the preceding 
Lires, is, if we kacw how few Things are necef- 
farv for the Suppoit of Life, we fhould not be fo 
follicitous aleut it as we are; we fhould not {pend 
{much Time in Agriculture, and Navigation, as 
se do. This Exprefion of laying the Rudder over 
the Smoke allndes to the Cuftom of laying it to 
haden over the Smoke at thofe Tinfes in which 
they did rot ufeit. Says Grevias, of this Verte, 
it was cufliomary to hang the Rudders in the 

Smoke, 
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Smoke, when the Seafon for failing was paffed; by 
which they believed ae were prefervcd from rot- 
ing, and kept folid till the next Seafon, This we 
find likewife among the Precepts in the fecond 
Boox of this Poem: 


And o'er the Smoke the well made Rudder lay. 
V. 327, 


Which Rule alfo rez has layed down in his 
Georgic, in his Direction for Tools of Husbandry : 


Et fafpenfa Focis exploret Robora Fumus. 
Lib. 1. 
10. 


69 This Senfe to Man the King of Gods denys, 
In Wrath to him who daring rob'd the Skys. 


Hea: the Scholtaft on this Paflage, on the Invention 
of Arts: Men, fays he, were at firft imple and 
unexperienced; the Art of Agriculture, and all 
other, were entircly unknown ; they knew not 
Difeates, nor the Pangs of Death; when they dycd, 
they expired on the Ground as if they knew not 
what they fuffered.* They enjoyed the Fruits of 
the Earth in common among them. Then were no 
Ruler- for all were Lords of themfelves: but 
whe *. grew Tepunbegepot, which is the Signifi- 
car | QROMETHEUS, More cunning, more apt 
.@, they loft their primitive Temperance, 

N 2 and 
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and confequently their Serenity. Then the Ufe 
of Fire was difcovered, which was the Source of all 
mechanical Arts. Tzerz. 


If. 
Dread Ills the God prepar'd, unknown befores 
And the fiol’n Fire buck to the Skys he bore. 
It is beyond Difpute, that with the Invention 
and Improvement of Arts the Luxury of Men 


increafed, and that Difcates were the Effeéts of 

Luxury. 

And the flol’n Fire back to the Skys he bore. 
This Paflage of the Fable moft of the Commen- 

tators have left untouched, as not knowing what 

to make of it. T think it muft aliude to the De- 


cay of Arts and Sciences; which the fuccceding 
Verfe will farther explain. 


I 2. 
But from Prometheus "twas conceal’d in vain. 


By Prometheus is farcly meant, as before, [popn~ 
leeern, wifer Afen, who were as forward to re- 
cover, or revive, loft Arts, as to inyent new. 


ay. Son 
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J 3. 
77. Son of Japctus. 
Sec the Theogory. 


14. 


110. Around ber Perfon lo! the Diamonds fhinev 


* The Original 18 Oppgus spucetous elecay yep 
They pleced about ber Body Ornaments of Gold. 
A frit Regard ought avx'ays to be paycd to the 
original Meaning of an antient Author; if a Li- 
berty is took, by the Tranflator, for the better 
embellifhing the Pocm, it is proper to have a 
Remark on that Occa fis on. The Danger ar apg 
from fich an Omiffion is, that the Reader «ho 
depends on the Tranflation may be mified i: Facts, 
as from this Plage he would take it for cr anted 
Diamonds were uw the Days of Hefiod, whsch 
docs wot appear from Opous ypronous.  Tidis 
Obfervation will be good im greater Poiuts. * 
How far [ may be indulged in the Liberty I have 
tiken with this Paflage T know not; but Lb am 
fure this Part of her Drefs contributes more towards 
the Beauty of the whole than a golden Necklace, 
which Valla has given her in his following Tranfs 
lation ; 

Ai 'rea candenti pofuere Monilia Collo. 


15. The 
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The finifh'd Maid the Gods Pandora call, 


Becanfe a Tribute foe receiv'd from all. 


To pafs over the poctical Beauty of this Alle- 
gory, let us come to the Explication of it. To 
punifh the Crime of Prometheus, ‘fupiter fends 
a Woman on Earth. How agrecable in the whole 
is the Story conducted ! Vudcay firft molds her to 
Form; that is after the Ufe of Fire was found out, 
of which Vulcan is called the God, by Art Men 
begun to embellifh the Works of Nature; then all 
the inferior Arts, which are meant by the other 
Deitys, conipire to render the Beautys of Nature 
fill more charming. By thefe Means the Defires 
of Men grew ftronger and impetuous, and plunged 
them on to fuch exceffive Indulgence of their 
Senfes, as brought on them the Miferys the Poct 
afterwards mentions. 


16. 
When the great Sire of Gods beheld the Fair, 


ew 


Tie fatal Guile, th’ inevitable Suare, 


t——.; ~. 


Hermes he bids to Epimetheus bear. 


-How 
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How admiralle is the Fable continued! Here is a 
Virgin made of all the Charms of Art and Nature, 
go captivate the Eyes, and endued with all the 
Cunning of the Sex to gain on the Heart, for that 
is the Meaning of her being fent by Hermes. Thus 


formed, wav Swpov, having recerved a Tribute front- 


all the Gods to compleat her, well may the Poet 
call her SvAcv aumevor, 4 Temptation that no Art 
can withftand. Here Prometheus, that is the 
wife Man, who forefees the Event of Things, 
warns his Brother Lpzmetheus, that is the Man 
who is wife too late, to avoid the Sight of fuch an 
Affemblage of Graces. Of Sapetus, Promethens, 
&Sc. and the Deitys here mentioned, fee farther in 
the Theogony. 


17. 
136. —— in, her Hand the Nymph a Casket bears. 


Pandora's Box may propetly be took in the f.me 
myftical Senfe with the Apple in the Book of Ge- 
nefis; and in that Light the Moral will appear 
without any Difficulty. 


18. 
142 And now unnumber'd Woes o'er Mortals reign, 
tlike infeled 1s the Land, aud Main. 
With 
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With what a forrowful Solemnity thefe Lines 
run, anfwerable to the Senfe contained in them! 


Ara Jb uweke rupes ygT aSpwmvs a? adnrat 
TlAen per yap yua xgxnor, waen 0 Sx? agce, 


Some think the Story of Pandora, and the Ac- 
count we have fiom A/ofes of the Fall of Man, 
were took from the fame Tiadition. The Curfe 
indecd pronounced againft dam, in the third 
Chajter of Gevefis, is the fame with this in the 
CA; but what Weight this Imagination may 
cary with it L fhill not undeitake to dctcimine. 
This Story is imitated, and in feveral Lines tianf- 
lated, by Qualler in his Callipedia, and by the 
lac Dr. Farnell, in his Poem called the Rife ef 
Tt omen. 


19. 
Sdou as the deathle{s Gods were born. 


Sce Notes to the Generation of the Gods. 


20. 
Men fpent a Life like Gods ii Saturn’s Reigz. 


It is certain from this Paffage that, according, to 
the Syftem of our Author, in this Poem, the Golden 
Age preceded the Creation of Woman, fhe being 
fent by fupzter, who had then the Governn ent of 
Heaven. And agrecable to this is the Defcr.>tion 

of 
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bf the Felicity pf human State, before Epzmetheus 
had Knowledge of Pandora. We muft obferve 
that this does aot cuincide with his Account, in the 
Tkeogony, where, after Saturn’s Revenge on his 
Father, the Lurys, Contention, and all the Confe- 
auences of it, immediately appear. 


2k, 
165 Soon was a World of holy Demons made. 


The Notion of guardian Angels has prevailed, 
among many, in almoft all Ages, and all Countrys. 
Paflages of the like Nature aie frequent in both 
the old and new Teftament; and in Homer alfo; 
and, as Mr. Addifonw obferves, AMzlton doubtlefs 
had an Eye on this Part of Hefiod, where he fays, 


Millions of fprwritual Creatures walk the Earth 
Unfeen, both when we awake, and when we fleep. 
Paradife loft. 


I cannot help taking particular Notice of the 
Beauty, and Ufe, of our Author’s Dodtrine of 
guardian Angels; he makes them sum go:twyns 
er wav, wandering all over the Earth, quaacown 
ae Oinas, H eta epye, they keep an Account of 
Abtions both juft and unjuf?. Thefe Sentiments 
2 ted 1 the Minds of the People, and received 
aa Yeint of Faith by them, would make them 
alw >on theirGuard; and their being a 
. the 
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the Difpofers of Riches, would he iufficient to 
induce them to good Actions. The making them 
the Inftruments of Providence, té reward Men 
according to their Merits to caeh other, in tnis 
Life, is a Dodtrine fo amiable, that, if the Truth 
of it cannot be proved, it ought never to be pu- 
blickly argued againft. Here the Poet endeavours 
to deter his Brother from any future Injuftice, by 
telling fim all his Actions are recorded, and that 
according to their Merits he fhall be rewarded. 


22 


177 Nature grows weaker than fhe was before. 


Men of the former Age were made of the Earth, 
and the firft Elements, therefore more ftrong of 
Body than thefe of a mixed Sced. ‘The Word gun, 
here made Ute of for Nature, is a Mctaphor 
taken from Trecs and Plants. The Verb is qguw, 
to plant, X&c, Tzetz. Not much unlike this is 
the Account we have from Afofes of the different 
Gencrations of Man in carlyer Times. 


2 3. 
198 Potent in Arms, and dreadful at the Spear. 
All the Commentators I ever faw feem to have 


entirely miftook the Senfe of this Line; no. have 
ale 
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Valla and a al entered into the Meaning of the 
Poet in their franflations: the firft tranflates Ex 
meAray 





—+~— Dryadumgue creata 








— 


Sanguine —— 


sprung from the Blood of the Dryads, or Wood 
Nymphs: and Frifrus has it Quercubus ex durts, 
from hard Oaks. 1 fhall ufe the Comment which 
Mr. Theobald has furnifhed me with on this Oc- 
cafion; and in the fame Words in which he gave 
it to me. 


1 f a f nw 

Zevs 6: aarip TElry amo neros meegTew oI pd raw 
td U ? 5 3 5 ? ¢ ~ 

Kaaneov mong, &x apyupe adty opgior, 


"Ex psriar, Devoy te x duCerugy oiny ” Apnos 


a iad 


"Epy’ euere sovdevta x UC exes. 


I think I may venture to affirm, from the Com- 
ments they have given of it, that none of all the 
Greck Commentators rightly underftood this Paf- 
fage. J believe IT may fay the fame of the La- 
tin Critics: Grevius, Le Clerc, and Heinfins, 
have paffed the Difficulty over in Silence. Schre- 
velius falls into the Interpretation of the Greek 
Scholiafts; and Guzetus, it is plain, faw Nothing 
of what I apprehend to be the Meaning of the 
Poet ; becaufe he makes an Altcration of the Text 
‘elf, changing éx paaiy into éx m peris, abfonum, 

O 2 inor- 
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inordinatum . this too he borrows fiom one of the 
Conjectures of Tzetzes, who firft! together with 
Mofcopylus, and Proclus, tells uf that by .xme- 
ay, for they all make but one Word of it, tne 
F .. intends to inform us, that,this Race was made 
.out of Afhentiecs; that is to fay, of a fim and 
unpcrifhable Male: bit was the fame Generatiog 
brafen and wooden too? It might much more rea- 
fonably been called the Wooden Age, if Fupster 
had formed the People out of Trees  Ffe/iod, I 
am perfuadcd, had no Thought of obtruding fuch 
a Generation on us: befides, as neither in the De- 
f{cription of the Golden, or Silver, Age, the Poet 
has given us any Account of what Materials the 
Men were formed, why fhould he do it here? In 
fhort, let us reétify the Pointing of the whole Pai- 
fige, and take the Context along with us, and a 
very little Sagacity, I hope, will reftore us the Au- 
thor’s true Meaning. I have a great Sufpicion the 
Vertes ought to be pointed thus; 


Zeus 5b ammp Telit aro ores meegTray avIpw ray 

Kaaneiry aoing’s 3x apryupe Bdey opgior, 

"ke pericr deiviv ve % Ie erygy, olay” Apnos 

Epy’ euere sovoerta x vCeres. 
So 7Ex pear Seavey my cmBerygy will be potent 
and dreadful at the Spear. "Ex persdy is the Do- 
ric Genitive, inftead of éxpeaiv. Maia is,not only 


the Afbirce, but is metaphorically ufed,' by Ho- 
mer, 


Works dud Days. Book L. lac 


mer, and the other Poets, for the Spear: fo [liad 2, 
in the Detiription of the Abaites. 


Tod” an ACayns env Boot omdey youguyts, 
Amuntat, weyggtes cpexlion werinzs 


Capaygs pngav Iniov ange sn Seooe, 
: [ Heir, 
Down their broad Shoulders falls a Length of 


Their Hands dzfmifs not the long Lance in Air, 
But with protended Spears, im fighting Fields, 
Pierce the tough Corflets, and the brafin Shields. 


Pope. 


The Scholtaft on the Place explains je? dot by 
the Words Asveaow amo perixc Cur gfroperais" Sp Cars 
made out of the Ajbtree: fo, 10 our Poet, & 
ueriav deny ktake to be no more than de my 
meru@r, OF aais pearius Senor, Lerrible with Spears. 
Both the Prepofitions are indifferently ufed, in the 
fame Manner, by the beft Profe Writers, as well as 
the Pocts: fo in Thucyd. we have én qav éwmawy 
for Na suv orawy, by Force of Arms. It may not 
be unworthy a Remark, and to ftrengthen this 
Conje@ture, that Ovéd, who had an Eye on He, 
frod, in the Defcription of the four Ages, foon as 
he names the Brafen Age, likewife diftinguifhes it 
by this Propenfity to Arms. 

Tertia 


120 


202 


WOTES to the 


Tertia poft illas fuccefit aenea Proles, 


Sevior Ingeuis, et ad horrida phomptior Arma. 


24. 


On the crude F'lefh of Beafts, they feed, alone. 


Here the Poet, {peaking of the Giant Race, fays 
woe m1 att rdwov, of which Schrevelzus, Tzet es, 
and other Commentatois, fay, they fed not on 
Biecad, or Mcat dicfid, but tore and eat the Limbs 
of Beafts. 
2 5. 


Thew Eloufes Brafs, of Brafs the warlike Blade 


That there was a ime when biaicn Arms were 
ufed we may learn from Plutarch, who tells us, 
when Czxon, the Son of Multrades, canyed the 
Bones of Thefeus, from the Ifle of Scyros, to 
Athens, jie found interied with him a Sword, and 
the Head of a Spear, made of Brafs. 


Panfanias, who mentions this Fact, tells us, that 
Thon was then begun to be ufed in War, but for 
braftn Arms in heroical Times, he gives the In- 
ftances of Pyfander’s Ax, and the Dart of Me- 
riones, both tiom Homer. He likewife alledges the 
Authority of the Spear of Achilles preferved in the 

‘Kemple 
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Temple of Alfuerva at ee and the Sword of 
Memuon, at i Brafs, in the Temple of 2i/fewla- 
pius in Nicomedza. Lucretins is a Voucher, al- 
nioft in the Wordeef our Author, for the Antiquity 
and Ufe of Brafs before that of Iron. 


Poflerins Ferri Vis eff Airifque reperta, 
Sed prius Airis crat, quam Ferzi, cognitus Ufis. 


The Remarks fiom Panfanias, and Lucretius, 
ae by Mr. Theobald. Sec father in the Obterva- 
tion on Line 253 of the Theogony. 


26. 


210 To thefe a fourth, a better Race, ficceeds, 
Of godlike Heros, faw’d for martial Deeds, 


Fwadly ihe fame is the Diftin@ion Afefos makes 
in Genefis, fays he, there were Giants in the 
Earth im thofe Days; and alto after that, «hex 
the Sous of God came m unto the Daughters of 
Men, and they bare Children to them; the fame 
became mighty Meh, which were, of old, Men of 
Renown. 

Chap. 6. Ver. 4. 


Here are plainly the Age of Giants, and the 
Heros. 


27. [here 
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27 
222 There in the Iftands of the Blefs'd they find 
Ail that contributes to the Calm of Mind. 


The Fortunate Iflands, by the Greeks thought 
to be the Seats of good Men, Homer, Lycophron, 
Plutarch, Philoftratus, and Dion, as well as He- 
fied, have mentioned, and unanimoufly agree, that 
they are fragrant fruittul Ficlds, and Meadows, as 
Jovely to the Fye as the Mind of Man can imagine. 
Tact. Agrceeable to this is the Beginning of that 
beautyful Detcription of Lvzszam in the Aineis of 
Virgil, 

Devenere Locos letos, et amana Vireta 

Fortuuatorum Nemorum, Sedefque beatas. 


Lib. 6. 





-— They took their Way, 

Where long extended Plains of Pleafure lay; 
The blefsful Seats of happy Souls below. 
Diyden. 


Pindar, in his fecond Olympic, comes nearer to 
our Poet, in his Defcription cf thofe Seats of the 
Happy. 


— nx 
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—— fm UES pwY 
Now ’Queavidts 
Ates: werwrivay. 


Where the Gales, from the Ocean, breathe thro 
the Ifland of the blefed. Y muft here obferve that 
Homer, in his Account of E#zium, judged very 
wrong, when he made Achilles fay to Ulyfes, 
he would rather ferve the pooreft on. Earth, 
than rule over the departed. Od. B. 11. Speaking 
thus dreadfully of a future State, and of the hap- 
pyeft Condition of it, is no Encouragement to the 


living. 
28. 
223 Where Saturn reigns. 


The Original of this is omited in many Editions, 


but Grevius ts for reftoring it from a Manufcsipt 
he had feen. 
29. 


226 O! would I had my Hours of Life began 
Before this fifth, this finful, Race of Man. 
Here he cannot mention the Vices of his Age 
without fhewing the utmoft Deteftation to them. 


We fee thg fame Purity of Manners, the fame Air 
of Piety, runing thro all his Works. See the Life. 


Pp 30. No 


Te9 
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30. 


No fafe Reception foall the Stranger find. 


Chis Paffage Ovid has beautyfully tranflated in 
his Metamorphofes; and indeed feveral Parts of 
Hefiod are well improved by that fine Poet. In 
the Divifion of the Ages he differs from our Au- 
thor, and of five makes but four. * Jt zw the O- 
pinion of fome, that it would have been better, 
if Ovid bad payed as great a Regard to the hif- 
torical Relations, as to the poetical Beautys, of 
thofe whom he imitates. * 


3!. 


While now my Fable from the Birds I bring, 
To the great Rulers of the Earth I fing. 


Here the Poet likens himfelf to the Nightingale, 
and the Judges to the Birds of Prey. Tzetz. This 
Obfervation is throly confirmed by his direéting 
his Difcourfe to his Brother, immediately after the 
End of the Fable. Tho this Tranfition, from the 
five Ages to the Fable of the Hawk and the Night- 
ingale, feems abrupt at firft Sight, yet, on mature 
Confideration, we may well reconcile it to Propri- 
ety. The main End of his Work is to lay down 
fit Rules for Husbandry, 6c. but, as a neceffary 
Preliminary to that Knowledge, he tells his Bro- 

ther, 
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ther, he fhould firft learn to be good. He firth 
fhews how ee was efteemed by the Gj dg and 
WVice detefte¢, in every Age; and then Jays down 
the beft of moral, Precepts, fhewing whatQappy- 
nefs attends the good, and what Miferys the wheked, 
in this Life, from Arguments deduced from the 
Laws of Nature. The remaining Part of this Book 
contains a beautyful, tho fall, Body of moral 
Philofophy. 
32. 


308 Not thus the wicked. 


By this Antithefis how lively is the State of the 
righteous reprefented ! This it is gives fuch a Beauty 
to the firft and thirty feventh P/a/ms, where the 
natural State of the juft and unjuft is truly de- 
{cribed, and in many Circumftances like this of our 


Poet. 
33: 


317 And often one Man's Crimes deffroy a Land. 


Examples of this may be found in Hiftory.When 
a Vengeance of this Kind happens, the Execution 
of it depends on the Degree of the Perfon guilty, 
and the Nature of the Crime commited, and againft 
whom; as that of Paris, who was the Son of a 
powrfuh Prince, and who, in breaking the Laws of 
Hofpitahity, offended a powrful People, by which 
he involved his Country in Ruin. 
P 2 34. Exacily 
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34: 


ExaétlyYpark, ye Rulers of Manki#td, 
The. Ways of Truth, nor be to F¥aftice blind. 


He now turns the Difcourfe from his Brother to 
the Judges, by whom likewife he had been injured. 
He exhorts them to the Purfuit of Juftice, on thefe 
two Confderations; firft, becaufe the wicked Man 
who plots the Deftruction of another, at the fame 
Time works his own Unhappynefs; and fecondly, 
becanfe the Gods are not only confcions of all our 
Adtions, but our very Thoughts. 


35- 


Aerial Spirits. 


This Repetition of the Circumfpeétion of the 
guardian Angels, and the Punifhment of the un- 
righteous, is to keep the Crime, of which they 
were guilty, frefh in the Memory of his Brother 
and the Judges. Repetitions of this Nature are 
frequent in the Greek Poets, and more particularly 
in Homer than any other. 


26. 
And urge the Punifoment their Crimes demand. 
The 


Works and Days. Book L. 


The Original has it, that Fu/fice remind Seve 
of human Wickednefs, and {ollicits him thet the 
People may be] punifhed for the Offences Of their 


Rulers. 





a? t 
vmemane Caan opp LMOTTH 





Aiiugs aradanrias CaBianwy 


The Greek Commentators are all fatisfyed with this 
Senfe. Monfieur Le Clere indeed reafonably ob- 
jects, that if the Goddefs, who prefides over Jui- 
tice, obtains, that the Publick fhould fuffer for the 
Crimes of their Rulers, which they diflike and con- 
demn, where is the Juftice of it? He quotes the 
well known Axiom of Horacr, Delirant Reges, 
pleGiuntur Achivi, and refers us to a foregoing 
Paffage of our own Author, in which he fays, @ 
whole City is often deftroyed for the Guilt of a 
Jingle Perfon , but it is not obvious to me that 
this is the Poet’s Meaning. Jct us examine vhe 
Sentiment with the Conrext, and that will beft de- 
termine us in the Meaning here. Yu/ffece, fays he, 
Aiting by ber Father Jove, when any one sae 
her, complains of the Iniquity of Man, that the 
People may fuffer for the Offences of their Go- 
vernours ; therefore, ye Governours, take Heed 
of pronouncing unjuft ‘Judgements, for every 
ee evil py Svea full on his own Head. 
If a Man’s own ill Devices fall on himfelf, it is 
moft abfurd for Fa/ffice to follicit that the Vulgar 


fhould be punifhed for the Crimes of their Rulers. 
In 


13 
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In fhdrt, tho all the Copys agree to fupport this 
Argument, the Alteration of a fingle Letter will 


give it}a Turn of plain Reafon, ald make all the 
Pargs‘confonant to cach other. [_propofe this Change. 
ofly as a private Sufpicion, becaufe as it flands at 
prefent I am at a Lofs how to fatisfy myfelf in the 
Senfe. I would fuppofe that the Author might 
have wrote it; 


oo ¢ 


Kas po 


rod t 
MT ay mS pay C7 ann, CHOMIGS ovorat ev, 
3. £ 6 t 
Aung, map Au amted xgdeComimn Kepviwrt, 
Tnpuer’ avSparwy adviygy voov, opp amnion 


Trygs araduaias Canarnwy. 


The only Change that is made in the Text is of 
Atiugs into Trygs, but the Change from thence in 
the Senfe is very ftrong and fignal: viz. When 
TFuftice is injured, fhe, fiting by Jove, immedi- 
ately exclaims againft human Iniquity, that ke 
might then, or at that Infant, punifh the Enor- 
mitys of the Fudges: therefore, ye ‘Judges, take 
Heed to be more righteous, for the Iniqutty of 
every one falls upon his own Head. The Words, 
fo altered, certainly bear futh a Senfe; and the 
Greek, I think, without any Strain of the Language, 
admits it. Tyygs, then, is an Adverb of Time, 
which anfwers to ays, when, the Want of which is 
fupplyed by cm’n, which is the fame’ Senfe with 
mugs, and by égeg, and durixg, by which the Con- 
nection is entirely grammatical: and then davcie 

does 
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does not only fignify uo, Peas do, but liewife 
punio, Uleiftor, and governs an Accufative (Cafe ; 
as Stephens, ard other Lexicon Writers, take No- 
tice, and prove by Authoritys: but as 1 fayed 
before, I only fubnit it to Judgement. I will 
conclude this Remark with an Obfervation that will 
not a little ftrengthen it; which is, that the Senfe 
I would give this Paffage is exactly conformable 
to what our Poet fays, but few Verfes before, which 
are, in your Tranflation, thefe ; 


When Suits commence, difhoneft Strife the Caufe, 
Faith violated, and the Breach of Laws, 
Enfue; the Crys of Juftice haunt the Judge. 


This whole Note by Mr. Theobald. 


37: 
346 O! when I hear the upright Man complain, 


Plutarch would have thefe Lines left out as 
Blafphemy, and unworthy Hefiod. 1 muft beg 
Leave to diffent from him. The Poet here fays, 
with the greateft Solemnity, may I nor mine be 
jaf, if to be fo is to be unfortunate, and if to 
be wicked is to be fuccefsful, as we fee in Life it 
often happens. ¥ think he takes a bold Scope, and 
well folves the Objection of Plutarch in this Line, 


Ama muy enw eorae mew Qin ripmuesvror. 3 
ut 
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But this is my Comfort, I hope it is not by the 
Confeht of Jove. Tzetz. 


38. 


Who Right efpoufes, thro a righteous Love, &c. 


Here the Poet has a Regard to real Merit, wifely 
confidering that a good Act is fometimes done, and 
the Author of it ignorant of the Good he does, 
therefore confequently void of the Merit of it; as 
on the contrary, a Man may commit a Crime, with- 
out the Confent of his Will, and therefore guiltlefs. 


39. 
To Wickednefs the Road is quickly found, &c. 


The Beauty of this Paflage is admirable; and it 
will appear the more fo, when we confider the 
‘Truth of the Doétrine, in this poetical Drefs. The 
Road to what he here calls Wickednefs is foon 
found ; that is, our Appetites are no fooner capable 
of enjoying their proper Objects, but fuch Objects 
are every Day prefenting themfelves to us; the 
Way to what he calls Virtue, and which is really 
fo, is truly rugged, becaufe we muft refift the 
Dictates of Nature, if we confider ourfelves as mere 
fenfual Beings, and reje& thofe Things which 
would give us immediate Pleafure. 


40. —— Perfes, 


Worxs and Days. Book] 
40. 


388 ——-——— Perfes, of Birth divine. 


After the Poct has endeavoured to excite his 
Brother to Aéts of Juftice, by moral Precepts, he 
reminds him of his Birth, intimating that by Adts 
of Virtue the Honour of a Family is fupported. 
Tzetz. Sec farther in the Life. 


41. 


416 But ravifb not, depending on thy Might. 


How proper is this, after he had recommended 
Boldncfs to his Brother, left he fhould miftake that 
which he defigned as an honeft Refolution boldly 
purfued, and convert the beft Advice to the Pre- 
Judice of athers! 

42. 


440 Of the pure Vittim burn the white fat Thighs. 


The Thighs were offered to the Gods, becaufe 
of the Honour due to them, thofe Parts being of 
greateft Service to Animals in walking, and gene- 
rating; and thereby, fays T2etzes, they com- 
mended themfelves, and their Undertakings, to di- 
vine Protection. 


Q. We 
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We find the fame Offcrings ordained by the Le- 
vitical Laws, tho perhaps not juft on the fame 
Occafion. How near the Ceremonys agreed is un# 
certain; for here our Author is deficient. We find 
the fame ftri€&t Command in Leviticus, that the 
Viétim fhould be pure. And if his Offering, for 
a Sacrifice of Peace Offering, unto the Lord, be 
of the Flock Male or Female, he fhall offer it 
without Blemifb, Chap. 3. Ver. 6. There like- 
wife the .Fat, and thofe Parts which contribute 
moft to Generation, are more particularly apropri- 
ated to that Ute. And he fhall offer an Offering 
made by Fire unta the Lord; the Fat thereof, aud 
the whole Rump, it fhall he take off hard by the 
Back-bone;, and the Fat that ecovereth the In- 
wards, and all the Fat that is on the Inwards, 
And the two Kidneys, and the Fat that ts on 
them, which is by the Flanks, and the Caut above 
the Liver, with the Kidneys, it fhall he take 
away: And the Prieft fhall burn them on the 
Altar, it is the Food of the Offering made by 
Fire, for a fweet Savour. All the Fat is the 
Lord’s. Ver. 9, 15, 16. And in the fame Book 
are the Offerings of Frankincence, and Drink Of- 
ferings, inftituted. Inthe Idzad of Homer, Book 1, 
the Thighs are offered to Apollo; as \ikewife in the 
Odyffes Book 21, aud in feveral other Parts of thofe 
two Poems. 


43. Whate’er 
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43. 
[ Store, 
462. Whateer you borrow of your Neighbour’s 


Return the fame in Weight, if able more. 


Our Author in his Rules of Morality does net 
recommend an Obfervation of the Laws only, but 
all that may conduce to the true Enjoyment of Life, 
to ourfelves, our Friends, and our Netghbours; 
as Liberality, a particular Regard to good Men, in 
our Payments to return more than we borrow; 
none of which we are obliged to by any Laws: all 
this therefore muft procecd from a generous Soul, 
from a Knowledge of the World, and a juft and 
prudent Way of thinking. He likewife fhews, that 
to be honcft, to be liberal, is not only to indulge 
a noble Paffion, but to be Friends to ourfelves 3 
and the Ruleshe lays down in one Line is enforced 
by the Reafon in the next. What an elegant Praife 
is that Tu//y gives our Poct, when to commend this 
Paffage, he ufes the fame Words, as near as he can, 
which he fo much admires. 


Idud Hefiodeum daudatur a dottis, quod eadem 
menfura reddere Jubet, gua actiperis, aut etiam 
cumulatiore, ft poffis. 


That Paffage of Hefiod zs commended by Men 
of Learning, becaufe he commands you never to 
return lefs than you borrow, but more, if you are 


able. 
Q2 44. Lo 
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44. 


To ftint the Wine, a frugal Husband foows, 
When from the Middle of the Cask it flows. 


The Reafon Tzetzes, and fome other Commen- 
‘tators, give for this Advice is, that Wine, when the 
Cask is firft pierced, is fmall, being next the Air, 
and when low, troubled with Dregs; at both which 
Times, they fay, Hefiod advifes not to be fparing, 
the Wine not being of much Value; but when it is 
about half out it draws more pure; then is the 
Time to be frugal. A poor Compliment this to his 
Guefts! If fo, all his former Rules of Liberality 
are deftroyed; but thefe Gentlemen muft certainly 
miftake his Meaning. All that he would recom- 
mend is, not to let our Liberality run to Profufe- 
nefs; and when the Wine is ftrong, not to drink 
to Excefs, by which we become Enemys to our 
felves and Friends. 


The End of the Notes to th. firff BOOK. 
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WORKS and DAYS. 


BOOK IJ. 
The ARGUMENT 


NN this Book the Poet inftruéts his Countrymen 

in the Arts of Agriculture, and Navigation, 
and in the Management of the Vintage: he il- 
luftrates the Work with rural Deferiptions , and 
concludes with feveral religious Precepts, founded 
on the Cuftom and Manners of his Age. 








WORKS and DAYS. 





BOOK Jf. 





HEN the Pleiades, of Atlas born, 71 


Before the Sun’s Arife illume the Morn, 


eee Vane 


Apply the Sickle to the ripen’d Corn ; 

And when, attendant on the Sun’s Decline, 
They in the Evening ether only fhine, 
Then is the Seafon to begin to plow, 

To yoke the Oxen, and prepare to fow. 


There 


144 
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There is a Time when forty Days they ly, 
And forty Nights, conceal’d from human Eye, 
But in the Courfe of the revolving Year, 
When the Swain fharps the Scythe, again appear. 
This-is the Rule to the laborious Swain, 
Who dwells or near, or diftant from, the Main, 
Whether the fhady Vale receives his Toil, 
And he manures the fat, the inland, Soil. 

Would you the Fruits of all your Labouss fee, 
Or plow, or fow, or reap, ftill naked be; 
Then fhall thy Barns, by Ceres blefs’d, appear 
Full of the various Produce of the Year; 
Nor fhall the Seafons then behold thee poor, 
A mean Dependant on another’s Store. 


Tho, 
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Tho, foolith Perfes, bending to thy Pray’rs, 

I lately hear’d thy Plaints, and cas’d thy Cares, 

On me no longer for Supplys depend, 

For I n6 more fhall give, no more fhall lend. 25 
Lakour induftrious if you would fucceed 3 

That Men fhould labour have the Gods decreed, 

That with our Wives and Children we may live, 

Without th’Affiftance that our Neighbours give, 


That we may never know the Pain of Mind, 


30 
To ask for Succour, and no Succour find. 
Twice, thrice, perhaps, they may yourWantsfupply ; 
But conftant Beggars teach them to deny ; 
‘Then wretched may you beg, and beg again, 
And ufe the moving Force of Werds in vain. 35 


R Such 
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Such Hs to fhun, my Counfels lay to Heart 5. 

Nox dread the Debtor’s Chain, nor Hunger’s Smart: 
A Houfe, and Yoke of Oxen, firft provide, 

A Maid to guard your Herds, and then aBiidg! 

The Hoife he furnith’d as thy Need demands, 

Nor want to borrow from a Neighbour’s Hands. 

While to fupport your Wants abroad you roam, 

Time glides away, and Work ftands ftill at Home. 

Your Bus’nefs ne’er defer from Day to Day, 

Sorrows and Poverty attend Delay ; 

But lo! the careful Man fhall always find 

Encreafe of Wealth according ‘to his Mind. 
When the het Seafon of the Year is o’er- 

That. draws the toilfome Sweat from ey’ry Pore; 


When 
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When o’er our Heads th’ abated Planet rowls 
A fhorter Courfe, and vifits diftant Poles; 
When Fove defcends in Showss upon the Plains, 
Angithe parch’d Earth is cheer’d with plenteousRains; 
When human Bodys feel the grateful Change, 
And lefs a Burden to themfelves they range ; 55 
When the tall Foreft fheds her Foliage round, 
And with autumnal Verdure ftrews the Ground, 
The Bole is,incorrupt, the Timber good; 
Then whet the founding Ax to fell the Wood. 
Provide a Martar three Feet decp, and ftrong, 60 
And let the Piftit be three Cubits Jong. 
One Foot in Length next let the Mallet be; 
Ten Spans the Wain, feven Feet her Axeltree, 
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Of Wood four crooked Bits the Wheel compofe, 
And give the Length three Spans to each of thofe. 

From Hiil or Field the hardeft Holm prepare, 
To cut the Part in which you place the Sharck 
Thence your Advantage will be largely four, 
With that your Oxen long may tear the Ground; 
And next, the skilful Husbandman to fhow, 
Faft pin the Handel to the Beam below: 
Let the Draught-beam of fturdy Oak be made, 
And for the Handel rob the Laurel Shade, 
Or, if the Laurel you refufe to fell, 
Seck out the Elm, the Elm will ferye as well. 
Two Plows are needful; one let Art beftow, 


And one let Nature to the Service bow; 


i 
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If Ufe, or Accident, the firft deftroy, 
Its Fellow in the furrow’d Field employ. 
Yoke from the Herd two fturdy Male whofe Age  %0 
Mamirc fecures them from each other’s Rage; 
Fopsf too young they will unruly grow, 
‘Unfinifh’d leave the Work, and break the Plow 
Thefe, and your Labour fhall the better thrive, 
Let a good Plowman, year’d to forty, drive; 85 
And fee the careful Husbandman be fed, 
With plenteous Morfels, and of wholefome Bread: 
The Slave, who numbers fewer Days, you'll find 
Carelefs of Work, *and of a rambling Mind, 
Perhaps, negle€tful to dire& the Plow, 90 


He in one Furrow twice the Seed will fow. 
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Obferve the Crane’s departing Flight in Time, 


"Who yearly foars to feek a fouthern Clime, 


Confcious 06£ Cold; when the fhrill Voice you hear, 
Know the fit Seafon for the Plow is near ; 

Then he for whom no Oxen graze the Plainsy\, 
With aking Heart, beholds the winter Rains; 
Be mindful then the fturdy Ox to feed, 

And careful keep within the ufeful Breed. 

You fay, perhaps, you will intreat aeFriend 

A Yoke of Oxen, and a Plow, to lend: 

He your Requeft, if wife, will thus refufe, 

I have but two, and thofe I want to ufe; 

To make a Plow great is th’ Expence and Care; 
All thefe you fhould, in proper Time, prepare. 


Re- 
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Reproofs like thefe avoid; and, to behold: 
Your Fields bright waving with their Earst Gt, 
Let unimproy’d no Hour, in Seafon, AY,. 
But with your. Servants plow, or wet, or dry;. 
And in the Spring again to turn the Soil » 110 
Obferve ; the Summer fhall reward your. Toil. . 
While light and frefh the Glebe infert the Graim, 
Then fhall your Children file, nor you complain, 
Prefer with Zeal, whem you begin to plow, 

To Fove terrene, and Ceres-chaft, the Vow; ITS. 
Then will the rural Deitys regard . 
Your Welfare, an@ your Piety reward.. 
Forget not, when you fow the Grain, to mind. 
That a Boy follows, with a Rake, behind ; , 

And : 
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And firidtly charge him, as you drive, with Care, 
The Sced to cover, and the Birds to fcare. 

Thro ev’ry Task, with Diligence, employ 

Your Strength; and in that Duty be your Joy; 
And, to avoid of Life the greateft TH, 

Never may Sloth preyail upon thy Will: 

{ Blefs’d who with Order their Affairs difpofe! 
But rude Confufion is the Source of Woes!) 
Then fhall you fee, olympian ove your Friend, 
With pond’rous Grain the yellow Harveft bend; 
Then of Arachne’s Web the Veffels clear, 

To hoard the Produce of the fertile Year. 

Think then, O! think, how pleafant will it be, 
At Home an annual. Support to fee; 


To 
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To view with friendly Eyes your Neighbour’s Store, 

And to be able to relieve the poor. 135 
Learn now what Seafons for the Plow to thin : 

Beneath the Tropic of the Winter’s Sun 

Be well obfervant not to turn the Ground, 

Yor {mali Advantage will from thence be found: 


How will you figh when thin your Crop appears, 


140 
And the fhort Stalks fupport the dufty Ears! 

Your fcanty Harveft then, in Baskets prefs’d, 

Will, by your Folly, be your Neighbour’s Jef: 
Sometimes indeed it otherwife may be; 

But who th’ Effe& of a bad Caufe can fee? 149 


If late you to the Plowman’s Task accede, 
The Symptoms thefe the later Plow muft fpeed. 
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When firft the Cuckoo from the Oak you hear, 
{In welsor1e Sounds, foretel the Spring-time nea, 
If Jove, .4e Plowman’s Friend, upon the Plains, 
Three Days and Nights, defcends in conftant Rains, 
Till on the Surface of the Glebe the Tide 
Rife to that Height the Ox’s Hoof may hide; 
Then may you hope your Store of golden Grain 
Shall equal his who earlyer turn’d the Plain. 
Obferve, with Care, the Precepts I impart, 

And may they never wander from thy Heart; 
Then fhall you know the Showrs what Seafons bring, 
And what the Bus’nefs of the painted Spring. 

In that bleak, and dead, Seafon of the Year, 
When naked all the Woods, and Fields, appear, 


When 
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When Nature lazy for a While remains, 

And the Blood almoft freezes in the Veins 

Avoid the publick Forge where Wre.ches fly 

Th’ inclement Rigour of the Winter Sky: 
Thither behold the flothful Vermin ftray, 

And there in idle Talk confume the Day; 

Half ftarv’d they fit, in evil Confult join’d, = 7 
And, indolent, with Hope buoy up their Mind; | 
Hope that is never to the hungry kind! | 
Labour in Seafon to encreafe thy Store, 

And never let the Winter find thee poor: 

Thy Servants all employ till] Summey’s pafs’d, 

For tell them Summer will not always faft. 
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175 The Month all hurtful to the lab’ring Kine, 
In partdevoted to the God of Wine, 
Demands yot.s utmoft Care; when raging forth, 
O’er the wide Seas, the Tyrant of the North, 
Bellowing thro Thrace, tears up the lofty Woods, 

180 Hardens the Earth, and binds the rapid Floods. 
The Mountain Oak, high tow’ring to the Skys, 
Torn from his Root acrofs the Valley lys; 
Wide fpreading Ruin threatens all the Shore, 
Loud groans the Earth, and all the Forefts roar. 

185 And now the Beaft amaz’d, from him that reigns 
Lord of the Woods to thofe which graze the Plains, 
Shiv’ring, the piercing Blaft, affrighted, flys, 
And guards his tender Tail betwixt his Thighs. 


Now 
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Now Nought avails the Roughnefs of the Bear, 

The Ox’s Hyde, nor the Goat’s Lengthf/Hair; 19° 
Rich in their Fleece, alone the well qwath’d Fold 
Dread not the bluft’ring Wind, nor fear the Cold. 

The Man, who could ere& fupport his Age, 

Now bends reluctant to the North-wind’s Rage - 

From Accidents like thefe the tender Maid, 195 
Free and fecure, of Storms nor Winds afraid, 

Lives, nurtur’d chaft beneath her Mother’s Eye, 
Unhurt, unfully’d, by the Winter’s Sky ; 

Or now to bathe her lovely Limbs fhe gocs, 

Now round the Fair the fragrant Ointment flows; 200 
Bencath the virtuous Roof fhe {pends the Nights, 
Stranger,to golden Venus, and her Rites. 


Now 
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Now ddes the bonelefs Polyps, in Rage, 
Feed oh “tis Feet, his Hunger to affwage ; 
The Sun mamore, bright fhining in the Day, 
Dirc&ts him in the Flood to find his Prey ; 
O’er fwarthy Nations while he fiercely gleams, 
Greece feels the Powr but of his fainter Beams. 
Now all Things have a diff’rent Face below; 
The Beafts now fhiver at the falling Snow; 
Thro Woods, and thro the fhady Vale, they run 
To various Haunts, the pinching Cold to fhun; 
Some to the Thicket of the Foreft flock, 
And fome, for Shelter, feek the hollow Rock. 
A winter Garment now demands your Care, 
‘To guard the Body from th’ inclement Air ; 


Soft 
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Soft be the inward Veft, the outward ftrong, 

And large’ to wrap you warm, down reachmy long: 

Thin lay your Warf, when you the Loum prepare, 

And clofe to weave the Woof no Labour {pare. 220 

The Rigour of the Day a Man defys, 

Thus cloath’d; nor fees his Hairs like Briftles rife. 

Next to your Feet the well hair’d Shoes provide, 

Hairy within, of a found Ox’s Hyde. 

A Kid’s foft Skin over your Shoulders throw, 225 

Unhurt to keep you from the Rain or Snow; 

And for your Head a well made Cov’ring get, 

To keep your Ears fafe, from the Cold and Wet. 
When o er the Plains the North exerts his Sway, 

From his fharp Blafts piercing begins the Day; 230 


Then 
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Then from the Sky the morning Dews defcend, 
And figfttul o’er the happy Lands extend. 

The Watets by the Winds conyey’d on high, 
From living Streams, in early Dew-drops ly 
Bright en the Grafs; but if the North-wind fwells, 
With Rage, and thick and fable Clouds compels, 
They fall in ew’ning Storms upon the Plain: 1 
And now, from ew’ry Part, the lab’ring Swain l 
Forefees the Danger of the coming Rain; } 
Leaving his Work, panting behold him fcowr 
Homeward, inceffant to outiun the Show’r. 

This Month commands your Care, of all the Year, 


Alike to Man and Beaft, the moft feyere - 


The 
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The Ox’s Provender be ftinted now, 

But plenteous Meals the Husbandman alftw; 245 
For the/long Nights but tedious pafs away. 
Thefe Rules obferve while Night fiucceeds the Day, 

Long as our common Parent, Eaith, fhal? bring 

Her various Offsprings forth to grace the Spring. 

When, from the Tropic of the Winter’s Sun, 250 

Thricetwenty Days and Nights theirCourfe have run, 

And when Aréfarus leaves the Main, to rife 
A Star, bright fhining, in the ev’ning Skys; 
Then prune the Vine: ‘tis dangerous to delay 
Till with Complaints the Swallow breaks the Day. 2155 

‘When with their Domes the flow-pac’d Snails retreat, 
Beneath fome Foliage, tiom the burning Heat 
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Of the Pleiades, your Tools prepare; 

The ripger'd Harveft then demands your Care. 
Now fly the jocund Shades, your morning'Sleep, 
And conftant to their Work your Servants keep, 
All other Pleafures to your Duty yield; 

The Harveft calls, hafte early to the Field. 

The moming Workman always beft fucceeds; 

The Morn the Reaper, and the Trav’ler, {peeds: 
But when the Thiftle wide begins to fpread, 

ind rears in Triumph his offenfiye Head, 

When in the fhady Boughs, with quiv’ring Wings, 
The Grafhopper all Day continwal fings ; 

The Seafon when the Dog refumes his Reign, 
Weakens the Nerves of Man, and burns the Brain, 


Then 
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Then the fat Flefh of Goats is wholefom€é Food, 
| And to the Heart the generous Wine is geod; 
Then Mature thro the fofter Sex does move, 
And ftimulates the Fair to A@s of Love: 175 
Then in the Shade avoid the mid-day Sun, 
Where Zephyrs breathe, and living Fountains nn ; 
There pafs the fultry Hours, with Friends, away, 
And frolick out, in harmlefs Mirth, the Day; 
With country Cates your homely Table fpread, 280 
The Goat’s new Milk, and Cakes of Milk your Bread; 
[ Meat ; 
The Fleth of Beeves, which bronfe the Trees, your 
Nor {pare the tender Flefh of Kids to-eat ; 
With Byblean Wine the rural Feaft be crown’d; 


Three Parts of Water, let the Bowl go round. 285 
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Forget not, when Orion firft appears, 
To make on Servants threfh the facred Bars; 
Upon the level Floor the Harveft lay, 
Where a foft Gale may blow the Chaff away ; 
Then, of your Labour to compute the Gain, 
Before you fill the Veffels, mete the Grain. 
Sweep up the Chaff, to make your Work compleat; 
The Chaff, and Straw, the Ox and Mule will eat. 
When in the Year’s Provifion you have lay’d, 
Take home a fingle Man, and Servant-maid ; 
Among your Workmen let this Care be fhown 
To one who has no Manfion of-his own. 
Be fure a fharp tooth’d Cur well fed to keep; 
Your Honfe’s Guard, while you in Safety fleep. 


The 
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The Harvéft pafs’d, and thus by Ceres bless’d, 300 
Gayoke ye Beaft, and give your Servants Reft. 

Orion and the Dog, each other nigh, 
Together mounted to the midmoft Sky, 


When in the rofy Morn 4réfurus fhines, 


Then pluck the Clufters from the parent Vines ; 


305 
Forget not next the ripen’d Grapesr‘to lay 
Ten Nights in Air, nor take them in by Day; 
Five more remember, e’re the Wine is made, 
To let them ly, to mellow in the Shade; 
And in the fixth briskly yourfelf employ, 310 


To cask the Gift of. Bacchus, Sire of Joy. 
Next, in the Round, do not to plow forget, 
When the feven Virgins, and Orion, fet: 


Thus 
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Thus an Advantage always fhall appear 
In ev’ry Labour of the various Year. 

If o'er your Mind prevails the Love of Gain, 
And tempts you to the Dangers of the Main, 
Yct in her Harbour fafe the Veffel keep, 

When ftrong Orzoz chaces to the deep 

The Virgia Stars; then the Winds war aloud, 
And veil the Ocean with a fable Cloud : 

Then round the Bark, already haul’d on Shore, 
Lay Stones, to fix her when the Tcempefts roar ; 
But firft forget not well the Keel to drain; 

And draw the Pin to fave her from the Rain. 
Furl the Ship’s Wings, her Tackling home convey, 
And o’cr the Smoke the well made Rudder lay. 


With 
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With Patidnce wait for a propitious Gale, 

Aad a can Seafon to unfurl the Sail : 

Then launch the fwift wing’d Veffel on the Main, 3:0 
With a fit Burden to return with Gain. 

So our poor Father toil’d his Hours away,” 

Careful to live in the unhappy Day ; 

He, foolith Perfes, fpent no ‘ime in vain, 

But ded Misfortunes thro the watry Plain ; 335 
He, from Atolian Cuma, th’ Ocean pafs’d, 

Here, in his fable Bark, arriv’d at laf. 

Not far from Heficow he fix’d his Race, 

In . féra’s Village; qniferable Place ! 

How comfortlefs the winter Seafon there! 340 


And cheerlefs, Aféra, is thy fummer Air. 
O! Per- 
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O! Perfes, may’ft thou ne’er forget thy Sire, 
But let thy Breaft his good Example fibe: 
The proper Bus’nefs of each Seafon mind ; 
And O! be cautious, when you truft the Wind. 
If large-the Veffel, and her Lading large, 
And if the Seas prove faithful to their Charge, 
Great are your Gain$; but by one evil Blaft, 
Away your Hopes are with your Venture caft. 
If diligent to live, from Debtors free, 
You rafhly are refoly’d to trade by Sea, 
To my Jnftrudtions an Attention pay, 
And learn the Courfes of the liquid Way ; 
Tho nor to build, nor guide, a Ship I know, 
Vl teach you when the founding Main, to plow. 


Once 
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Once ¥ have crofs’d the Deep, and not before, 

Norfinée, from Aulis to Eubea’s Shore ; 

From Audis, where th’ aflembled Greeks lay bound, 

Allagfp’d, for Zroy, for beauteous Dames renown’d : 

At Chalcis, there, the Youth of noble Mind, 360 

For fo their great Forefather had injoin’d, 

The Games decreed, all facred to the Grave 

Of King Amphidamas, the wife and brave; 

A Victor there in Song the Prize I bore, 

A well ear’d Tripod, to my native Shore; 365 

Which to the facred Heliconzan Nine 

I offer’d, grateful®or their Gift divine, 

Where with the Love of Verfe I firft was fir’d, 

Where by the heav’nly Maids T was §nfpir’d ; 
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To them TI owe, to them alone I owe, 

What of the Seas, or of the Stars, I knéw: 

Mine is the Powr to tell, by them reveal’d, ; 

The Will of Jove, tremendous with his Sufeld ; 

To them, who taught me firft, to them Belong 

The blooming Honours of th’ immortal Song. 
When, from the Tropic of the Summer’s Sun, 

Full fifty Davs and Nights their Courfe have run, 

Bearlefs of Danger, for the Voy’ge pfepare, 

Smooth is the Ocean, and ferene the Air: 

Then you the Bark, fafe with her Freight, may view, 

And gladfome as the Day the joyful Crew; 

Unlefs great Jove the King of Gods, or He, 

Neptune, thas fhakes-itre Earth, and rul’ss the Sea, 

The 
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The two immortal Powrs on whom the End 

Of Mofhals, good and bad, alike depend, 385 
Shold jointly, or alone, their Force employ, 

And,Ain a lucklefs Hour, the Ship deftroy: 

Tf, fee*trom fuch Mifchance, the Veffer flys, 

O’cr a calm Sea, beneath indulgent Skys, 

Let Nothing long thee from thy Home detain, 390 
But meafurc, quickly, meafure back the Main. 

Hafte yout Return before the Vintage pafs’d, 

Prevent th’ autumnal Showrs, and fouthern Blaft; 

Or you, too late a Penitent, will find 

A ruffel'd Ocean\and unfriendly Wind. 395 
Others there are who chufe to hoift the Sail, 

And plow the Sea, beforwaSpfing-tide Galc, 
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When firft the Footfteps of the Crow aie teen, 
Clearly as on the Trees the buding greery 
But then, may my Advice prevail, you'll keqp 
Your Veffel fafe at Land, nor truft the Dee» ; 
Many, furprifing Weaknefs of the Mind 
Tempt all the Perils of the Sea and Wind, 

Face Death in all the Terrors of the Main, 

Seeking, the Soul of wretched Mortals, Gain. 

Would’ft thou be fafe, my Cautions be thy Guide, 

Tis {ad to perifh in the boyftrous Tide. 

When for theVoy’ge yourVeffel leaves the Shore,} 

Truft in her hollow Sides not haJf your Store ; | 
| 


The lefs your Lofs, fhould fhe return no more: 


With 
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With all your Stock how difmal would it be 
YTo have fhe Cargo perifh in the Sea! 

A Lo}d, you know, too pond’rous for the Wain, 

"Will cfafh the Axeltree, and fpoil the Grain. 

Lefersy’ Action prove a Mean confefs’ds Aly 
A Moderation is, in all, the beft. 

Next to my Counfels an Attention pay, 

To form your Judgement for the nuptial Day. 

When you have number’d thrice ten Years in Time, 

The Age mature when Manhood dates its Prime; 420 
With Caution choofe the Partner of your Bed: 

Whom fiftcen Springs have crown’d, a Virgin wed. 

Let Prudence now dire@ your Choice; a Wife 


Is, or a Bleffing, or a Curfe, in kate; 
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Her Father, Mother, knoWw, Relations, -Fiiends, 
For on her Education much depends : 

If all are good, accept the maiden Bride; 

Then form her Manners, and her Adtionsteuide: 
A Life 'of Blifs fucceeds the happy Chote: 

Nor fhall your Friends lament, nor Foes rejoice. 
Wretched the Man condemn’d to drag the Chain, 
What reftlefs Ev’nings his, what Days of Pam! 
Of a hixurious Mate, a wanton Dame, 

Perpetual burning, and without a Flame; 

A Wife who feeks to revel out the Nights 

In fumptuous Banquets, and ir ftol’n Delights: 
Ah! wretched Mortal! tho in Body ftrong, 


Thy Conflitutid:. connot ferve thee long 5° 


Old 
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Old Age yexatious fhall o’ertake thee foon ; 

Thine is the Ev’n of Life before the Noon. 44° 
Obfrve in all you do, and all you fay, 

Regard, to the immortal Gods to pay. 
Seth ir your Fiicndfhip let your Brother ftand, 

So nearly join’d in Blood, the ftriéteft Band; 

Or fhould another be your Heart’s Ally, 7 


445 
Let not a Fault of thine diffolve the Ty: 


a 


Nor e’er debafe the Fricndfhip with a Ly. 
Should he, offenfive, or in Deed, or Speech, 
Firft in the facred Union make the Breach, 
To punifh him may your Refentments tend; 45° 


For who more guilty than a faithlefs Friend ! 


But 
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But if, repentant of his Breach of Truft, 
The Self-accufer thinks your Vengeance juft, 
And humble begs you would no more coriplain, 
Sink your Refentments, and be Friends again ; 
Or the poor Wretch, all forrowful to part. 
Sighs for another Friend to eafe his Heart. 
Whatever Rage your boiling Heart fuftains, 
Let not the Face difclofe your inward Pains. 
Be your Companions o’er the focial Bowl 
The few felected, cach a virtuous Soul. 
Never a Friend among the wicked go, 
Nor ever join to be the good Man’s Foe. 
When you behold a Man by Fortune poor, 


Let him not leave with fharp Rebukes the Door: 


The 
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The Treafure of the Tonguc, in ev'ry Caufo, 
With Moderation us’d, obtains Applaufé : 
What be afiother you feverely fay 
May asrply be return’d another Day. 
Win you are fummon’d to the publick Feaft, 47° 
Go with a willing Mind a ready Gueft ; 
Grudge not the Charge, the Burden is but fmall ; 
Good is the Cuftom, and it pleafes all. 
When the-Libation of black Wine you bring, 
A morning Off’ring to the heav’nly King, 475 
With Hands unclean if you prefer the Pray’r, 
Fove is incens’d, your Vows are loft in Air; 
So all th’ immortal Powrs on whom we call, 
¥f with polluted Hands, are deaf-to all. 


x Let 


179 


480 


485 


490 


Works and Days. Beox Il. 


Let not, thofe Parts which ought to be conceal’d 
Be to the Sun, in any Ad, reveal’d. 

Whate’er you do in amorous Delight, 
Be all tranfatted in the Veil of Night; 
And when, tranfported, to your Wife’s‘T=.uace 
You hafte, pollute no confecrated Place ; 
Nor feck to tafte her Beautys when you part 
From a fad Fun’ral, with a heavy Heart: 
When from the joyous Feaft you ceme all gay, 
In her fair Arms revel the Night away. 

When to the Rivulet to bathe you go, 
Whofe lucid Currents, never ceafing, flow, 
K’re, to deface the Stream, you leave the Land, 
With the pure limpid. Waters cleanfe eack Hand; 


Thea 
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Then on the lovely Surface fix your Look, 
And\fupplicate the Guardians of the Brook : 495 
Who in the River thinks himfetf fecure, 
With Malice at his Heart, and Hands impure, 
Too late a Penitent, fhall find, e’re long, 
By what the Gods infliG, his Rafhnef& wrong. 

When to the Gods your folemn Vows you pay, 500 
Striétly attend while at the Feaft you fay ; 
Nor the bfack Iron to your Hands apply, 
From the frefh Parts to pare the ufelets dry 

The Bow], from which you the Libation pour 
To Heav’n, profase not in the focial Hour: 505 
Who Things devote to vulgar Ufe employ, 
Ti ite Men fome dreadful Vengeance fhall deftrov. 
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Never begin to build a Manfion Seat, 
Unlefs you're fure to make the Wank compl at ; 
Left, on th’unfinith’d Roof high perch’d, theCrow 
Croak horrid, and foretel approaching Woe. 

’Tis hurtful in the footed Jar to eat, 
Till purify’d: nor in it bathe your Feet, 

Who in a flothful Way his Children rears, 
Will {ee them feeble in their riper Years. 

Never by Aas effeminate difgrace 
Yourfelf, nor bathe your Body in the Place 
Where Women bathe; for Time and Cuftom can 
Soften your Heart to Ads bepsath a Man. 

When on the facred Rites you fix your Eyes, 


Deride not, in your Breaft, the Sacrifice ; 
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Far know, the God, to‘whom the Flames afpire, 
Me punifh you feverely in his Ire, 
Sacred the Fountains, and the Seas, efteem, 
Nor by indecent Aas pollute their Stream, §25 
‘Lin.s Precepts keep, fond of a virtuous Name, 
And fhun the loud Reports of evil Fame : 
Fame is an Ill you may with Eafe obtain, 
A fad Oppreffion to be borne with Pain ; 
And wheh you would the noify Clamours drown, 53° 
You'll find it hard to lay your Burden down: 
Fame, of whatever Kind, not wholly dys, 


A Goddefs the, and ftrengthens as the flys. 


The End of the fecond BOOK. 
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1, 
1 When the Pleiades, of Atlas born, Kc. 


oufly, begins hjs Inftructions with a general 

Direétion when to fow and to reap; which 
Rule is contained in the two firft Lines, but 
lengthened, in the Tranflation, into feven. This 
fi % sain Precept is to reap when the Pleiades rife, 
ad to plow when they fet. 


[ea firft obferve that the Poet, very judici- 


Y A fter 


186 


NOTES to the 


After this he informs, his Countrymen in ‘their 
feveral Dutys, at” home, and in the Fields. For 
the poetical and allegorical Meaning of the P/ei- 
ades, 1 fhall ufe the Words of the Scholiaft on 
this Paffage. 


Pleione bore to Atlas feven Daughters; the 
Names of which we find in the Phenomena of 
Aratus,  <Alcyone, Mcrope, Celanc, Eleéfre, 
Sterope, Taygete, and Maia; bu fix of tvhich, 
fays he, are feen. Thefe being puriued by Orion, 
who was in Love with them, were changed into 
Doves; and afterwards placed by Yupzter, in the 
Zodiac. Thus much for the fabulous. By Atlas, 
who is fayed to support the Heavens on his Shoul- 
ders, 1s meant the Pole, which divides, and deter- 
minates, the Hemifpheres; of whom the Plezades, 
or feven Stars, and all other Stars, are faycd to 
be born; becaufe, after the Separation of the He- 
mifpheres, they appeared. The rifing of the Pée- 
zades is trom the ninth of AZay, to the three and 
twenticth Day of June, the feting of them from 
the eighth of Oéfober to the ninth of December. 
Tzetz, What our Author means by their rifing 
and feting I have endeavoured to explain in my 
Tranflation. 


Zs 
There is a Time when forty Days they ly, 
And forty Nights, conceal’d from human Eye 
Thix 
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This is, fays T: eat aca Sel in Apry/, and 
partly in May; which is occafiéned by the Vici- 
nity of the Sun to the Plezades at that Time. In 
April he paffes thro Aries, and in May thro 
Taurus; in the Middle of which Sign thefe Stars 
ave placed. Some, contrary to Tzetzes, date the 
rifing of thefe from the Beginning of Fume; to 
which Month quite thro May, fay they, the Sun 
paffes thro Zaurus and Gemini, 


2. 
22 Tho, foolish Petes, bending to thy Pray’rs, 
I lately beard thy Plamts, aud eas'd ‘thy Cares, 


Tt is evident from thefe, and other, Lines, that 
altho Perfes had defiauded his Brother of his 
Right, he was foon reduced to want his Afiiftance. 
It may not be impertinent here to obferye, that 
Hefiod, in feveral of his moral Precepts, had his 
Eye on the prefent Circumftances of his Brother; 
as in the firft Book, Ver. 417, {peaking of the 
wicked, 





like a Dreqn his ill got Riches fly. 


The Impreflion this mult make on Perfes muft 
be the ftronger, being directed to him who had yot 
“a Efate by Fraud, and fquandered it away. 


YY. 4: Then 
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ann A. 


Then whet the founding Ax to fell the Wood. 


The Wood that is felled at this time of the 
Year may be preferved imputrid, the Moifture 
having been dryed away by the Heat of the Wea- 
ther; which renders it firm and durable; but if 
felled with the Moifture in the Trunk, or Bole, 
it 1ots. J zets. 

5: 


Provide a Mortar. 


Some think this was for the fame Ufe of a Mill: 
if fo, an Argument may be brought, from the In- 
vention of Mills, for the Antiquity of He/iod, 
who docs not mention one in any of his Writings. 


6. 
Two Plows are needful. 


On the Plows here mentioned, dh/quov 4 mul/y, 
Greviis has a learned Note, fiom the Scholiaft of 
Apollonins Rhodims; the firft he and othe: Com- 
mentators interpret a Plow made of a Wocd that 
inclines by Nature, to a Plow-titl: fays one, 4 
ratrum qiod hLabet Dentale folidum © adnatum, 
non affixum, Tzetzes takes no Notice of thi 
Pafflige. Sce the View. 

7 When 
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94 When her forill Voice you hear. 


The Crane is a very fearful and tender Bird, 
and foon fenfible of Cold and Heat; and, thro the 
Weight of its Body, eafyly feels the Quality of 
the upper Air, while flying; which occafions her 
fcreaming in cold Weather, left fhe fhould fall. 
Tel. 4 

8. 


114 Prefer with Zeal, when you beg to plow, 


To Jove terrene, and Ceres chaft, the Vow, 


Hefiod keeps up an Air of Piety quite thro his 
Poem, which, as Mr. Add:fon obfeives in his 
Effay on the Georgic, fhould be always main- 
tained. Tzetzes tells us Zeus obovios is Bacchus , 
and the Reafon for his being joincd with Ceres, 
is, becaufe they were in Aigypt together, wheie 
they inftruéted Men in the Art of Tillage, and 
Planting. It is not unreafonable to imigine the 
Poet fhould invoke Bacchus and Ceres, who are 
the two Deitys which prefide over the Haiveft and 
the Vintage, two great Subjedts of this Book : but 
the leained Grevius has put it out of Difpute that 
itis Prato. Zers Aeros, fays he, is the infirnal 
GFuyiter 5 by xbane the Greeks meant xgauylora, 
whit 1s under Ground. This he iuftrates by 

- many 
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many-, ae ard -oroves sGorio: Svs tc be 
infernal Golls. 4We find many Infcriptions, con- 
tinnes he, X@ONIOIZ OEOISZ; in other 
Places Stois xganybovios. We fee in antient Mo- 
numents Adres Epuus enfernal Mercury, becaute 
he diives the Souls of the departed to the Shades 
below. Ai/chylus calls Pluto Zeus nexpnygrer, the 
Jupiter of the dead, and Hefiod, \ikewile, in his 
Theogony ftiles him Ores ofenos; and the Furys 
are called, by Euripides, fern Sa yufernal 
Goddeffes. Now \ct us examine why Pluto is 
invoked by the Husbandmen; he was believed to 
be Author of all the Riches which come out of 
the Earth. This we have in a Hymn to Pluto 
afcribed to Orpheus : 


Tiavacdorov giveloi Copreny xgpmois Sstavrwy. 


The Giver of Riches to human Race in annual 
Fruits: and Cicero, de Natura Deorum, 
thus accounts for it, guod recidant omnia im 
Terras, & orwatur e Terris, becaufe all Things 
muft be reduced to, and arife fiom, the Earth. 
Thus far Grevius;, and Valla, in his Tranflation, 
has took it in the fame Senfe ; Plutonem, in pri- 
m1s, Venerare. 


9. Then 
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t28 Then fhall you fee, olympial Jove your 
Friend, 


With pond’rous Grain the yellow Harveft 
oud. 


E} ie auras omAEv Ort teams eSAvy omdCo1, is 
one Lihe in the Original; the Conftraction of 
which is, zf Heaven fhall afterwards grant you 
a good End. ‘The natural Interpretation of which 
is, that proper Pains may be taken for the Til- 
lage, but if an unlucky Scaion fhould happen, 
the Labour of the Husbandmun is fruftrated. If 
taken in a religious Senfe, much like this pious 
Sentiment is that of Saint P4UL; I have 
planted, Apo'los watered, but GOD gave the 
Encreafe. 1% Cor. Chap. 3. Ver. 6. 


TO. 


136 Beneath the Tropic of the Winter's Sun 
Re well obfervant not to turn the Ground. 


After the Poet has taught his Countrymen what 
Seasons to plow and fow tn, he teaches them what 
tf, avoid; which are all the Days in the winter 
Tropic, or what the Latins call Solftice. From 
ne feting of Sagztta, and the rifing of Egaus, to 

the 
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the rifing $f the Pfewdes, which contauys she 
Space of eightyAive Days, that is, from the eighth - 
Degree of Aries to the feventh of Cancer, the 
vernal Aiguznox begins and ends. From the 
rifing of the Plezades, which is from the eighth 
Degree of Cancer, to the rifing of Arcturus and 
Capricorz, is the fummer Solftice, of one hundred 
and twenty four Days. From the ring of Ardfu- 
rus and Capricorz, to the feting of the Pleiades 
and Orion, is the autumn Aiguinox, o fifty fix 
Days. From the feting of the Plezades and Ori- 
on, to the feting of Sagztta, and the rifing of Z- 
guus, is the winter Solftice, of an hundred Days. 
Lele. 


Il. 
Avoid the publick Forge. 


Grevius changes the common Latina Tranfla- 
tion of this Paflage, Aineam Sedem, into Officinam 
arariam, o1, ferrariam, which is apparently 
right to all who underftand the Author. Thefe 
Forges, with the A‘ga, were Placcs always open 
to poor People, where they ufed to fleep. Pro- 
clus, in his Remarks on this Verfe, fays, at one 
Time, in Athens, were three hundred and fixty 
of thefe public Places. @wxgs is the fame with 
dvygs; in this Senfe our Poet ufes it in -aSother 
Place: devejiv 8 cwmepts Onnes, fly the oven 
Houfes, or fhady Places; hence Swxev fignifys to 

bite. 
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oQexssor goffip in Fila hence Swxe, 
xgSnlen, and ousre, become fi itMoUs. Dice- 
archus gives this Chara€ter of the’ Athenians, a 
People, fays he, much inclined to vain prating, 
a lurking, fycophantic, Crew, very inquifitive at- 
ter, the Affairs of other People. Thus much fiom 
Grevius. Thcle Places, in one Senfe, are not 
unlike the Tonxffrzz@, or Barbers-fhops, of the 
Romans, where all the idle People affembled ; 
which ere once remarkable, and are now in 
feyeral Places, among us, for being the Rendez- 
vous of idle Folks. In this Senfe Frifis feems 
to take this Paflage; Fabrorwm vitato Focos, Nu- 
gafque calentes, Kc. This fame Cuftom of loi- 
tering, and goffiping, at a Barber’s Shop was no- 
torious too at Athens; as we may learn from 
the Plutus of Ariftophanes. 


Ov Te SOUS 
Kai cor ardeps 7 mv, mm rt Hegurta, mats 
Em mia NUPHOITL Tey xg.InE VEY. 


By Hercules, I would not believe it, if it was 
the common Talk among the idle Fellows, i 
the Barbers-fbops. The laft Part of this Note, 
from Ariffophanes, by Mr. Theobald. 


ZL 12. The 
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The Month ait hurtful to the lab’ring Kine, 
In part devoted to the God of Wine. 


Here begins one of the moft lively Defcriptitns 
that evcr was in Poetry. The coming of the 
Northwind, the Effeét it has on the Land, Water, 
Woods, Man, and Beaft, is naturally, ang beauty- 
fully, pfintued. The Incidents of the Sheep, and 
the Virgin, are 1idiculed, by Mr. Addzfon, in his 
Effay on the Georgic, as mean and trivial. 1 maft 
peg Leave to diffent from that great Writer. The 
Repiefentation cf their comfortable Condition f2rves 
to enliven the Pictne of the Diftrets of the other 
Creatures, who are more expofed to the Incle- 
mency of the Weather. All this is cairyed on 
with g, eat Judgement; the Poet gocs not out of 
the Country for Images; he tells us not of the 
Havock that is made in Towns by Storms. That 
of the Polypus is a very proper Circumftance, and 
not foreign to a rural Defcription. Valla and 
frifius differ in their Names of this Month; one 
will have it to be December, and the other Fa- 
nuary : be it either of which, it is plain fiom 
hence it was the Month in Which the Greeks ce- 
lebrated the Feaft of Bacchus, Hrstop calls it 
Alwawy, from one of the Nanies of that Den}. 


13. Now 
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202 Now does the bonele{s Polypus, in Rage, 
Feed on his Feet, his Hunger to affxaze. 


eThe Original, which I have tranflated Podypus, 
fiom the Example of every Latin Verfion, and 
Commentator, is asésos, which fignifys any Vhing 
that is fonelepe The Scholiaft tells us, from 
Pliny Sook 9, the Polypus in the fevere winter 
Seafons keeps in his Cave, and gnaws his Feet, 
thro Hunger; and Tzetzes fays many of them 
have betas found with maimed Fect. lrom thete 
Accounts we may reafonibly conclude, what He- 
fiod calls dréseas to be the fame Fih. 


14. 
215 A winter Garment now demands your Care. 


Here is a Defcription of the old Greecian Hae 
bit for Men, in Winter. The foft Tunic is an 
under Garment, the other a fort of a loofe Coat 
to wrap round the Body, which he informs you 
how to make. The Warf is that Part of the 
Loom, when fet, which the Shuttle goes thro; 
the Woof is the’ Thread which comes from the 
Shuttle in weaving. To keep the Neck warm he 
adv42e, to throw the Skin of fome Beaft crofs the 
Bhoulders) The Covering for the Head was a 
thick Cap, which came guite over the Ears, From 
his mentioning Nothing elfe in particular, we may 

2 ima- 
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imagine the Shoes c ated the Drefi. Dh-Glexe, 
on this Place, m&#ryly obfeives, that the earneft 
Diredtions for" making the winter Drefs favour very 
much of old Age in the Poet: but I mutt beg 
Leave to i1emark that tome Allowance is to be 
made for the bad Clime of his Country, of whjch 
we find himfelf giving a wretched Charader. 


I 5 
The Waters by the Winds convey'd on bigh, &e. 


Hence we may Jearn the Opinion of the An- 
tient, conceining the Dew. Says Tsetzes, a Clond 
ontiadted, from humid Vapours extenuates into 
Wind: if the Vapours are thin they defcend in 
Dew; but if thick they condente, and fall in Rain. 

1 fhall recommend to thofe who would inform 
themtclves bettcr in the Nature of thefe Bodys, 
and how they aét on each other, Dr. Woop- 
waro's Natural Hiffory of the Earth, in the 
thid Part of which thele Subjects are judictoufly 
treated of 


16. 
The Ox’s Provender be fimnted now. 


The Reafon the Scholiaft gives for flinting the 
Provender of the Oxen, at this Time, is beeaute 
the Dy» are at the fhorteft; therefore they are mh. 
kept fo much to Labour as in fome other Parts oi 
the Year, but they fleep moft of their Time away ; 

an 
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an: #Verefore are recruited.bv Reft. The Cafe is 
not the fame with the Husbana.ren ; their Labour 
{s not leffened, and they require the more Food, 
the more rigorous the Weather. 


17. 
250 When, from the Tropic of the Winter's Sun, 
Thffice twenty Days and Nights their Courfe 


have run, &c. 


The feting of the Pleiades is from the eighth of 
Offober, to the ninth of December. The winter 
Solftice continues an hundred Days after; and, 
according to the Poet, Aréfurus rifes ‘tixty Days 
after the winter Solflice. The Ufe of pruning 
the Vines, at this Time, muft be to cut off the 
Lucaves which fhade the Grapes from the Sun. 


18. 


255 Till with Complaints the Swallow breaks the 
Day. 


The Poet calls it Mavdiovs gerdar, alluding to 
the Story of Progne, and Philomela, the Daugh- 
ters of Pandion King of Athens, the latter of 
which was mairyed*to Jereus King of Thrace, 
who was in Love with her Sifter Progue, whom 
he @2vauched, and afte: wards cut out her Tongue. 
,8hie was turned into a Swallow. The Story is told 
at large by Ovid, in his Metamorphofés, Book 6. 


19. When 
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When with their Domes the flow pacd Suaits 
retreat, &c. 


The Greek Word, which I have tranflated Svaids, 
is gepeores, which literally fignifys any Animal that 
carrys its Houfe about with it. The Poct here fays 
it ts Time to begin the Harveft, when tre Ground 
is fo exceffive hot that the Snail, or a ees can- 
not bear it, 


20; 
The Grafshopper all Day continual fings. 


It is remarkable that Vrgi/, and other Latin 
Poets, generally ufe the Epithet rauca to Cicada, 
whereas the Greeks defcribe the Tévié as a mu- 
fical Creature, —— Tétlinns eet wine gepriesy adits, 


Theoc. Idyl. 1. 
You fing fweeter than a Grafshopper. 
Margeloyer or, THe, 
“On Sivd'ptoy ex’ Gxpwr, 
‘OAiqny PD pdacy wera, 
Bamasus omws, weid¥is, Anarene 


Grafs. 


Book I. Works and Days. 
\Grafshopper, we bail thee blefsd, 
In thy lofty Jhady Nef, 
Happy, merry, as a King, 
Siping Dew, you fip and fing. 

We have a fullcr Defcription of this Creature in 
the Shielg- of HERCULES: 

The Seafin when the Grafshopper begun 

To welcome with his Soug the fiemmer Sun; 

With his black Wings he flys the melting Day 

Beneath the Shade, his Seat a verdant Spray ; 

He early with the Morn exerts bis Veice, 

Him Mortals hear, and as they hear regotce 

All Day they hear him from his tool Retreat ; 

The tender Dew his Drink, the Dew his Meat. 

IT muft heie take Notice that the Grafshopper, 
in the Original, is anets w7hé, 

* The Greck Poets, agreeing thus in their 
Defiription of thiseCreature, give me Reafon to 
believe the common Tranflation of thts Word in- 
to Crada 7s falfe. Henry Stephens, aud others, 
give us an Account of the Cicada, and Acheta, 


the datter of which fay they, is the Singer. * 
The 
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The following Colleéion, concerning this Cfea- 
ture, by Mr, Theobald. The nyerw rétlE, or male 
{inging Grafshopper, has fucks Propertys afciibed 
to it, by the Antients, as ought ‘to leave us greatly 
in Doubt whether it could be the fame Animal 
which we now call by thus Name. I will fubjoin 
what T have mct with in Authors concerning it, 
and think the Contents of fich Extraéts may ftand 
tor Reafons. Hefiod, Anacreow, Tinwvitus, A 
riftopbanes, &c. all concur to celebrate the Sweet- 
nets of its Note: and the old Scholiaft upon 4- 
riftophanes particularly acquaints us that the 4- 
thenians, of the moft carly Times, wore golden 
Gialshoppers in their Hair; becaufe being a mu~ 
fical Anithal, it was facred to Apollo, who was 
one of their tutelar Deitys. [ can remember but 
a fingle Paffage, that contains any thing fpoken in 
Derogation of the Melody of the Teérl£, and that 
is from Szmonides, as quoted by Atheneus, Tov 
apélegt mit inas. Lib. 15. C. 8. Cafanbon renders 
it, Quam Citade Modorum nefcia, and tells us 
that the nlings here ftand for bad Poets, or bad 
Sigers. The utmoft Talent, I think, of our 
Grafshoppers now known, is an acute, but not 
over grateful, Chirping. 


Aélian, in particular, De Animal. inftances, 
among the Prefcrenccs that Nature gives to the 
male Sex in Animals, the finging of the malg 
Grafshoppers: and, in another Placc, he feems' 
to rank them with Birds; for all other Birds that 

are 
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are vocal, fays he, exprefs their Sound, like Man, 
with the Mouth; but the Tone of the rérhé is 
by the Verberation, of a little Membrane about the 
Loins. 


Ariftotle does not give us much Light upon 
the Queftion : he fays, wees way, Lib. 5, there 
are two Sorts of tithes, a larger, and a {maller, 
Sort, tht Tfe large and vocal Species were called 
aotrai, but the fmall arhgone; and fubjoins, that 
no wérlnes are to be found, where no Tees are; 
a Point that will prefently fall under Confide- 
ration. 


But we learn fomething farther from lzan, de 
Animal, Lib. 12, that thefe aithes were not only 
more vocal than what are now met with, but of 
a Size big enough to be fold for Food: that 
there was likewife a Sea-grafshopper, if we are to 
call it fo, of the Bignefs of a ftuall Crab, or Cray- 
fith, which made fome Notfe when ever it was 
taken. Ib, 13. Thefe, indced, were feldom madc 
Ufe of for Food, by Reafon of a fingular Super- 
ftition: for the Serephians payed them fuch un- 
common Homage, as to bury, and weep ove-, any 
of them which dyed, becaufe they efteemed them 
facred to Perfews the Son of Fupiter. But there 
is another Circumftance, afferted by a Number 
of Authors, in which the cérhnes differed from 
our Grafshoppers; and that 1s, of their fiting and 
Singing in Trees. It is evident, fays Euffarhius, 
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ad Iliad. 3, that the atlas fing aloft; for a great 
Part of their Songs come from the Branches of 
Trees, and not from the Giound. This neceffa- 
rily brings me to remember, tays he, that fym- 
bolical Threatning, which a certain Prince fent to 
his Enemys, that hc would make their rerlings fing 
on the Ground; meaning, that he would cut down 
their Trees, and lay their Country wafte: 47i- 
fiotle weer Pyavesens, and Demetrius-<negy!, Eptamvenct<, 
both record this Expreflion, but afcribe it to dif- 
ferent Perfons: and that may be the Reafon Ea. 
fiathius names no particular Perfon for it. Nor 
did thefe zzhs fing only upon Shiubs and Bufhes, 
but on the Tops of the moft lofty Trees. Ar- 
chias, in nis Epigram, ved. Anthol. Grec. men- 
tions the a7hé fiting upon the green Boughs of 
the flounfhing Pitchtree; and Leouidas, in ano- 
ther which immediately follows, gives an Epithet 
alluding to its nefting in the Oak, dpvoxcire 
mT hy 1, 


And laftly, another Circumftance, in which the 
withes alfo differed from our Giafshoppers, is, 
that our only hop and skip lightly, the other 
feem to have had a Power of flying like Birds. 
Atlian, de Animal. Lib. 5, gives us more than 
a Sufpicion of this, or tells"us a very ridiculous 
Story, if he did not believe it. He begins with 
informing us, that the aaliggs both of Rheginm 
and Locr:, if they were removed out of their 
own Confines into the other, became entirely mute : 

a Change, 
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a Change, that Nature only conld account for. He 
fubjoins to this, that as begénm and Locrs are fe- 
parated by a fagll River, tho the Diftance from 
Bank to Bank pas not, at moft, above an Acre’s 
Breadth, thefe getlqss never Aly over [8 Sanéavrlas | 
to’ the oppofite Bank. Paufanias, (“Hasaxov 2, ) 
(who gives us the Name of this River, Caecznus,) 
puts a dj resent Turn upon the Story of thefe me- 
morable wries; that thofe on the Side of Locri 


were as fhrill as any whatever; but that none of 


thofe within the Territorys of Rbegium were ever 
vocal. So much for Grafshoppers; I thought what 
is mentioned by our Poet, concerning the Sweet- 
nefs of their Voice, and their perching on Trees, 
might make this Note neceffary. 


2/. 
284 Bybliah Wine. 


The Scholiaft tells us this Wine took its Name 
from a Country in Thrace abounding with finc 
Wines. Armenidas is of the fame Opinion; and 
Epicharmus fays it is fo called from the Byblzan 
Hills. This is mentioned in the ee of 
Wines which Phrlinus gives us; viz. the Les- 
bian, Chian, Thafitu, Byblian, and Mendzan, 
Theocritus, in his fourteenth Idyllinm, calls it the 
Sine flavoured Byblian. Le Clerc. 


Aa2 22. Three 
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22. 


285 Three parts of Water, let the Bowl go round. 


292 


The Greeks never accuftomed’ themfelves to 
drink their Wine unmixed. When Ulyffes parted 
from Calypfo. Homer tells us, he took with 
him one Veffel of Wine, and another large one 
of Water. MENANDER fays; "pes vduas* 
oie SY tye pgvov. three of Water; and but one of 
Wine. Baxnes’s Homer. In the fourth Book 
of the iad we find Agamemnon complimenting 
Idomeneus in this Manner. 


Tho all the ref with fated Rules we bound, 
Unmix'd, unmeafurd, are thy Goblets crown’ d. 
Pope, 
23. 

Sweep up the Chaff 

This at firft feems abfurd, to advife to fweep 
up the Chaff, after they had threfhed in a Place 
where the Wind blowed it away; but we are to 
take Notice, that the Time for threfhing is when 


a foft Gale blows, fufficient only to fepaiate the 
Chaff from the Corn. 


24. Orion, 


Boox II. Works and Days. 
24, 


fou Orion, and the Dog, each other nigh, Kc. 


As the Bufynefs of Agriculture is to be minded 
from the rifingSpnd feting of the Plezades; that 
of the Vintage ‘is from the Appearance of Arc- 
turus; when it’ appears in the Evening the Vines 
are to be fifined, and when in the Morning the 
Grapes are to be gathered. This, according to the 
Scholiaft, is fome Time after the ninth of Augu/t. 


25. 


3x2 Next in the Round, &c., 


Here the Poet ends the Labours of the Year, fo 
far as relates to the Harveft and the Vintage; con- 
cluding with Ins firft Inftroction founded on the 
feting of the Plezades. For the Story of Orion, 
who was changed into a Conftellation, and the 
Pletades, \ook on the Note to the firft Line of 
this Book. 

26. 


316 Lf o'er your Mind prevails the Love of Gain. 


The Direétions for the Management of the Vef- 
fels, to haul them on shore, to block them round 
with Stones,: to keep them fteady, to drain the 


Keel, 
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Keel, &c. and the particular Inftru‘tions for the 
Voyage, fhew their ‘Ships not to have been very 
large, nor their Commerce very extenfive. The 
largeft Man of War, mentioncd by Homer, in the 
Greecian Fleet carryed but one hundred and 
twenty Men. 

27. 


So our poor Father, &c 


See the Life. 


28. 


OEolian Cuma, 


The OLolian Ifles took their Name from OF alas 
their King, who was a great Mathematician, for 
his Time, and skilled in marine Affairs; for which 
he was afterwards called God of the Vimmds. TrcTzv. 
Tt is not unlikely that Hefiod ufed this Epither 
OLolan to diftinguih this City where hi, Father 
lived, from Cuma in Italy, famous for the Birth 
of the Sybil of that Name. 


29. 
Afcra’s Village. 


Afcra is mountainous and windy; where the 
Snow, that is on the Mountains, often melts, and 
overflows the Country. Tzetz. 

30. Once 


Baox II. Works aud Days. 
20. 


336 Once 1 have crofs'd the Deep, and not before, 
Nor fince, &c. 


his Travels, w {cems, as I obferved before, as 
if he defigngd-do prevent Miftakcs, and that Be- 
otia and Hubea are both Iflands, we cannot in the 
leaft difpute his being a Bwotian boin. 


31. 


365 A well ear'd Tripod. 


( 
When we ih this pofitive Declaration of 
hi 


The Honour here payed to Poetry is very great; 
for we find the Tripod the Reward only of great 
and confiderable Aétions. Agamemnon, in the 
eighth Book of the I/ad, fveing the gallant and 
wonderful Exploits of Tewcer, piomifes, if they 
take Troy, to give him a Tripod, as the Mced of 
his Valour: and, among other Things, the Tri- 
pod is offered to Achilles, to regain his Friend- 
thip, when he had left the Ficld. * Pav/fanias, 
Book 5, gives us an Account of the funeral 
Games in Honour té Pelias, viz. the Chariota 
race, the quoiting the Difcus, the boxing with 
the Goeftus, Kc. where Jaton, Peleus, aad other 
Heros of ibe Age, contended, and the Viétor in 
each had a Tripod for his Reward. * Tripods 


were 
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were for various Ufes; fome were contecrated to 
the Service of Religion ; fome ufed. as Seats; fome 
as Tables; and fome as Ornaments; they were 
fupported ‘on three Feet, with Handles to their 
Sides. See in the Theogony ; and the View of 
the Works aud Days. 


32. 
When, from the Tropic of the Summer's Sun, &Kc. 


Sce.Notes to Verfe 129, and 240. 


33 


Neptune that fhakes the Earth, &c. 


Neptune is called Earth-fbaker, becaufe Water, 
according to the Opinion of the “Antients, is the 
Caufe of Earthquakes. T'zetz, Here the Names 
of Fupiter, and Neptune, can be wfed with no 
other but a phyfical Meaning, that is, for the Atr, 
and the Sea; fo the End of Mariners are juftly 
fayed to bein the Hands of Fupiter and Neptune. 


34- 


When you have number'd thrice ten Tears, Kc. 


The Reafon the Spartan Lawgiver gave for ad- 
vifing Men not to marry till fuch an Age, was 
becanfe the Children fhould be ftrong and vigour- 

ous. 


Book IL Worxs and Days. 


ous. Hefio ’s Advice, both for the Age of the 
Man and fne Woman, feems to be reafonably 
giounded. A Man at thirty is certainly as ftrong 
in his Underftanding as ever he can be; fo far at 
leaft as will ferve him to condu& his Family- 
affairs. A Maid of fifteen comes fichh from the 
Care of her Parents, without any Tincture of the 
Temper of angher Man; a piudent Husband, 
therefore, may form her Mind according to hig 
own. For this Reafon he would have her a Vir- 
gin, knowing likewife that the Impreffioh a Wo- 
man receives from a firft Love is not eafyly erafed. 
How properly thefe Inftructions, together with the 
religious Precepts fol lowing, ac a Put of the 
Work, I have confidered in the Vzew of this Pocus. 


9 5 
3 
474 When the Libation of black Wine you bring, 
With Hauds unclean, &e. 


Heéfor «wfes almoft the fame Words in which 
this Precept is layed down; 


Xepor J avmaay Ai Aecay atxora o voy 


A@ouat. phe 2, 


I am afraid to pour the Libation of black IV ime 
toJove with unwashed Hands. 


Bb I quote 
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I quote this, as I have othe}, Paffages with the 
fame View, only to fhew thai-the f\me Cuftom 
was held facred in the Time of the T,ojan Wats, 
according to Hlomer, as in the Days of Hefiod. 


Let not thofe Parts which ougix to be conceal’d 
Be to the San, im any AG, reveal’. 


This, and fome of the following Precepts, are 
delivered in fuch inchaft Words, and the Subject 
iy fo much beneath the Dignity of Poetry, that 
it is difficult to tranflate them, and preferve the 
literal Serife of the Original. I have took more Li- 
beity in thefe two Lines than in any other thro the 
Puem : neverthclefs [ am fure I have preferved the 
Meaning of the Poet entire; for in this Tranflation 
is contained, in general, thofe Particulars injoined 
in the Original. This Inchaftity of Expreffion, in 
Cafes of this Nature, is not fo much to be attri- 
buted to the Author as a Fault, as to the Cuftoms 
and Manners of the Times in which he lived. In- 
{tances of the like are frequent in Homer, and the 
old Teffament. Some of the Commentators, and 
Txetzes among, the reft, would perfuade us, that 
the Poct had a fecret Meating j in each of thefe 
Precepts, and they are not to be took literally, 
but as 15 mary Allegorys. In Anfwer to them, 
we may as will imagine all the Talmud, and Le- 
witical Laws, to be the fame, 


37. Nor 
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486 Nor feck to tafte her Beautys when you part 
From a fad Funeral. 


This doubtlefs ts a Part of the Superftition of 
the Age, tho thé Scholiaft would give .us a phy- 
fical Reafon for Abftinence at that Time; which 
is, left the Melancholy of the Mind fhould effeét 
the Fruit of the Enjoyment. Indeed the next 
Lines feem to favour this Conjecture ; and perhaps 
the Poet endeavoured, while he was laying down 
a religious Precept, to ftrengthen it by Philofophy. 


38. 


524 Sacred the Fountains, and the Seas, efleem, Kc. 


Thefe Verfes are rejected by Plutarch, whofe 
Authority Proclus makes Ufe of, as not of our 
Poet. Le Clerc from Guietus. 


39 
528 Fame is an Ill. 


Virgil, in his Defcriptton of Fame, had doubt- 
lefs an Eye on this of He/iod. 


The Ena of the Notes to the fecond BOOK. 
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WOR K S 


AND 


DAY S. 


BOOK UI 


WORKS and DAYS. 


BOOK Iit. 
The ARGUMENT. 


T# E Poet bere diftinguifbes holy Days from 

other ; and what are propitious, and what 
not, for different Works; and concludes with a 
Soort Recommendation of Religion and Morality. 








WORKS and DAYS. 





BOOK IiItl. 





yo" Servants to a juft Obfervance train 
Of Days, as Heav’n and human Rites ordain; 
Great Jove, with Witdom, o’er the Year prefides, 
Direéts the Seafons, and the Moments guides. 
Of ev’ry Month, the moft propitious Day, . 
The thirtyth choofe, your Labours to furvey ; 


And the due Wages to your Scryants pay. 


216 


ir <e) 


15 
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The firft of ev'ry Moon we facred deem, 
Alike the fourth throughout the Yeat efteem; 
And in the feventh pollo we adore, 

In which the golden God Latova bore 

Two Days fucceeding thefe extend your Cares, 
Uninterrupted, in your own Affairs ; 

Nor in the next two Days, but onc, delay 
The Work in Hand, the Bus’nefs of the Day, 
Of which th’ eleventh we propitious held 

To reap the Corn, the twelfth to fheer the Fold; 
And then behold, with her induftrious Train, 
The Ant, wife Reptile, gather in the Grain , 
Then you may fec, fufperded in the Air, 
The careful Spider his Domain prepare, 


And 


Book Ill. Works and Days, 217 
And while che Artift {pins the Cobweb Dome 

"The Matron chearful plys the Loom at Home. 

Forget not tn the thirteenth to refrain 

From fowing, left your Work fhould prove in vain, 25 
Thestheadhe Grain may find a barren Soil, 

The Day is grateful to the Planter’s Toil : 

Not fo the fixteenth to the Planter’s Care ; 

A Day unlucky to the new born Fair, 

Alike unhappy to the marry’d then, 30 
A Day propitious to the Birth of Men: 

The fixth the fame beth to the Man and Maid; 

Then fecret Vows arc made and Nymphs betray'd; 

The Fair by foothing Words are Captives led; 

The Goflip’s Tule is told, Detraction’ {pread , 35 


Ce The 
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The Kid to caftrate, and the Ram, we hold 
Propitious now; alike to pen the Fold. 

Geld in the eighth, the Goat, and lowing Steer ; 
Nor in the twelfth, to geld the Mul¢-colt fear, 
The Offspring Male born in the twemy’th rvize, 
"Tis a gicat Day, he fhall be early wife. 

Happy the Man-child in the tenth Day born; 
Happy the Virgin in the fourteenth Marn; 

Then train the Mule obedient to your Hand, 
And teach the fnarling Cur his Lord’s Command, 
Then make the bleating Flocks their Mafter know, 
And bend the horned Oxen to the Plow. 

What in the twenty-fourth yeu do beware; 

And the fourth Day requires an equal Care; 


Then,. 
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Then, then, be circumfpeé in all your Ways, 50 
Woes, complicated Woes, attend the Days. 

When, refglute to change a fingle Life, 

You wed An the fourth Day lead home your Wife; 

But firft obferve the feather’d Race that Ay, 

Remarking well the happy Augury. 55 
The fifths of ev’ry Month your Care require, 

Days full of Trouble, and Afflictions dire ; 

For then the Furys take their Round, ’tis fay’d, 

And heap their Vengeance on the perjur’d Head. 

In the fev’nteenth prepare the level Floor, 60 
And then of Cergs threfh the facred Store; 

In the fame Day, and when the Timber’s good, 

Fell, for the Bedpoft, aud the Ship, the Wood. 


C2 The 


220 
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The Veffel, fuff’ring by the Sea and Air, 
Survey all o’er, and in the fourth repair. 

In the nineteenth ’tis better to delay, 

Til Afternoon, the Bus’nefs of the Day 
Uninterrupted in the ninth purfuc 

The Work in Hand, a Day propitious thro; 
Themfclves the Planters profp’1ous then employ ; 
To cither Sex, in Buth, a Day of Joy. 

The twentyninth is beft, obferve the Rule, 
Known but to few, to yoke the Ox and Mule; 
’Tis proper then to yoke the Aying Steed ; 

But few, alas! thefe wholefome Truths can read ; 
Then you may fill the Cask, nor fil] in vain; 


Then draw the.fwift Ship to the fable Main. 
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To picree the Cask till the fourteenth delay, 
OF all moft facred next the twenty’th Day; 
After the twenty’th Day few of the reft so 
We facred dkem, of that the Morn is beft. 

Thete are the Days of which th’ Obfetvance can 
Bing great Advantage to the Race of Man; 
The reft unnam’d indiff’rent pafs away, 
And Nought important marks the vulgar Day oy 
Some one commend, and fome another praife, 
But moft by Guels, for few are wife in Days: 
One cruel as a Stepmother we find, 
And one as an indwlgent Mother kind. 

O' happy Mortal, happy he, and blefs’d, 90 
Whofe Wifdom here is by his Acts cUnfefs’d ; 

Who 
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Who lives all blamelefs to immortal Eyes, 
Who prudently confults the Augurys, 
Nor by Tranfgreffion, works his Neighbour Pain, 


95 Nor cyer gives him Reafon to complain. 


The End of the third BOOK. 
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BOOK IIt. 





i. 


T HE Precepts layed down in this Book, con- 
cerning the Difference of Days, from the 


Motion of the aoen, feem to be founded 
partly on Nature, apbagty on the Super- 
ftition of the Times in which ‘they wpre wrote. 
The whole is but a Sort of an Alotehack%in Verfe ; 


and affords little Room fur Poctry. ar Author, 
Dd I think, 
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I think, has jumbled his Days too negligently to- 
gether ; which Confufion Va/Ja, in his Traflation, 
has prevented, by ranging the Days i in proper Suds 
ceffion ; a Liberty I was fearful to take, as a ‘Tran-, 
flator, becaufe almoft every Line muft have beéh 
tranfpofed from the original Difpotition: I have 
thercfore, at the End of the Notes, drawn a Table 
of Days, in their fucceflive Order. 


2. 


Your Servants to a juft Obfervance tram 


Of Days. 


That is, teach them how to diftinguifh lucky Days 
from other. It was cuftomary, among the Romans, 
to hang up Tables wherein the fortunate and unfor- 
tunate Days were marked, as appears from Pertra- 
nius, Chap. 30. Le Clere. 


3. 


Great Jove, with Wifdom, oer the Year prefides, 


Jove may be fayed to perfide over the Year na- 
turally from the Motion oe the celeftial Bodys in 
the Heavens; or ge) ry trom his divine Admi- 
niftration. It may dt’. improper here to obferve 
that our Poet, in his Zheogony, makes the Hours 
the Daughte s of Fove : but of them more in their 
proper Plac:: 


4 LR, “g 


Book WI. Worxs and Days. 
4. 


10 in the fev'nth Apollo we adore. 





Tzetzes endeavours to account for Apollo being 
born in the feventh Day by Arguments from Na- 
turc, making him the fame with the Sun; which 
Erwor Valla has run into in his Tranflation. The 
Miftake is very piain if we have Recourfe to the 
Theogony; where the Poct makes Latoua bring 
forth pollo, and Artemis or Diana, to Fove; 
and in the fame Poem makes the Sw and Mooz 
{pring from Thia and Hyperion. H+ stron there- 
fore meant it no otherwife than the Birthday of one 
of their imaginary Gods. He tells us alfo the firft, 
fourth, and twentyeth, of every Month are holy 
Days; but he gives us no Reafon for their being fo. 
If a Conjecture may be allowed, I think it not un- 
likely but the firft may be the Feaft of the new 
Moon; which Day was always held facred by the 
Fews; in which the People ceafed from Bufynefs. 
When will the new Moon be gone, that we may 
felt Corn, Amos Chap. 8. Ver. 6: but Le 
Clerc will not allow ieesv Hugp here to be a Fefti- 
val: yet the fame Cytir tells us, from Diony/ius 
Petavius. the Oriental as well as the moft an. 
tient Greeks, went byte luNar Monsh, which they 
clofed with the thirtyeth Day’ 


D 2 i be- 
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5. 


behold with her induftrious Train, 
The Ant, wife Reptile, gather in the Grain. 





The Poet here makes the Ant, and the Spider, 
fenfible of the Days; and indeed 7xetzes is of 
Opinion that the Ant is a Creature capable of 
Diftintion, from a Senfe of the Winds, and the 
Influence of the Moon; he likewife tells us, from . 
Pliny, the Ants employ themfelves all the Time 
of the Full of the Moon, and ceafe at the Change. 


6. 


Forget not in the thirteenth to refrain 
From fowing. 

Melanéthon and Frifius tell us it is wrong to 
fow at this Time of the lunar Month, becaufe of 


the exceffive Moifture, which is hurtful to the 
Corn-feed, and advantagious to Plants juft planted. 


J 
Observe the\fegtherid Ruce that fly. 
I tranflate*: the feather’d Race that fly, to 


diftinguith wiat Kind of Augury the Poet means-/ 
Txetz s 


Scox IIL Works and Days. 


Tzetzes tells us, twoCrows the Halcyon or King-- 
fifher, the dark coloured Hern, a fingle Turtle, 
and a Swallow, &c. are inaufpicious; the Peacock, 
and fuch Birds as do no Mifchief, aufpicious, I 
fuppofe he does not place the Turtle as one of the 
mifchievous Kind, but would have the Misfortune 
be in feeing but one. 


8. 


Bo In the fev'nteenth prepare the level Floor, 
And then of Ceres threfh the facred Store. 


He advifes to threfh the Corn at the Time of the 
Full of the Moon, becaufe the Air is dryer than at 
other Times; and the Corn that is facked, or put 
up in Veffels, while dry, will keep the longer, but 
if the Grain is moift it will foon grow mouldy and 
ufelefs, 


In the preceding Book the Poet tells us the 


proper Month to fell Wood in, and in this the pro- 
per Day of the Month. Melanéthon and Frifius. 


9. Who 
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9. 
Who tives all blamelefs to immortal Eyes. 


It is worth obferving that the Poet begins and 
ends his Poem with Piety towards the Gods; the 
only Way to make ourfelves acceptable to whom, 
fays he, ts by adheting to Religion, and, to ufe 
the Phrafe of Scripture, by efchewing Evil. 
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IO. 
OBSERVATIONS 


On the antient 


GREEK Month. 





derftanding the following Table, to fet in a 

clear Light the antient Gree& Month, as we 
may reafonably conclude it ftood in the Days of 
Hefiod, confining ourfelves to the laft Book of his 
Works and Days. 


I Believe it will be neccffary, for the better une 


The Poet makes the Month contain thirty Days, 
which thirty. Days heuf Mise thee Parts: the 
firft he calls isepeve, or isepe ep F A 1 the genitive 
Cafe. becaufe of foine thes Woe which is com- 


monly 
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monly joined requiring it to be of that Cafe; the 
Root of which, ime or ise, fignitys L ered. 
I fet up, I settle, &c. and Henry Stephens 
interprets the Words isxyeve pamves tneunte Menfe, 
the Entrance of the Month, in which Senfe 
the Poet ufes them; which Entrance is the firft 
Pecade, or firft ten Days. The fecond he calls 
peotyaes, which is from peoww, I am in the midft, 
meaniny.the middle Decade of the Month. The 
third Pah he calls gbivovens, from phim, which is 
fiom q6iw, or gbew, I waffe away, meaning the 
Decline, or laft Decade, of the Month. Sometimes 
thefe Words are ufed in the nominative Cafe. 


Before 1 ieave thefe Remarks I fhall fhew the 
Manner of Expreffion, of one Day, in each Decade, 
from the laft Book of our Poet, which will give 
a clear Idea of all. 

“Extn 3° nm péoon Wg aoduoess est Quinny. 
Ver. 18- 
The middle fixth is unprofitable to Plants. 
That is the fixth Day of the middle Decade. 
=v Agta 3 Supe 
Terpad” Bev’ Pais alos S isepeve Te. 
Ver. 33. 
Keep 


Boox Il. Works amd Days. 


Keep in your Mind to foun the fourth of the 
Wntrance, and End, of the Month. That is the 
fourth of the Entrance, or firft Decade, and the 
forth of the End, or laft Decade. 


It is proper to obferve that thole Days which 
are Blanks, are, by our Poet, called indifferent 
Days, Days of no Importance, either good 6r bad. 
Tt ist likewife remarkable, that he mgkes fome 
Days both holy Days and working Days; as the 
fourth, fourteenth, and twentyeth: but to clear 
this, Le Clerc tells us, from our learned Country- 
man Se/den, that ieeov Auge, tho literally a Aoly 
Day, docs not always fignify a Feftival,/but often 
a Day propitious to us in our Undertakings. 
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A 


TA BL E 


Of the antient 


GR FE E kK Month, 


As in the laft Boox of the 
Works and Days of Hefiod. 





DECADE tf 
t. Day of Decade L2 Uoly Day 


ns 
eer) 


3. 
4. Holy ay. Propitious for Mariiage, and , 
for repauidg Ships. A Day of Troubles. 


5. fin 


Book III. Worxs afd Days 


5. 
6. 


ec CON 


mt 


COO x 


In which the Furys take their Round. 
Unhappy tor the Birth of Women.  Propi- 
tious tor the Birth of Men; fay_gekKing the 
Kid, and the Ram; and for pening the 
Sheep. 


. The Birthday of Apollo. A holy Day. 
. Geld the Goat, and the Steer. 
. Propitious quite thro. Happy for the Birth 


of both Sexes. A Day to plant in. 


. Propitious to the Birth of Men. 


DECADE ff. 


. Day of Decade Ik. or r1th of the Month. 


To reap. 


. For Women to ply the Loom; for the Men 


to fheer the Sheep, and geld the Mule. 


. A Day to plant in, and not to fow, 
. Propittous for the Birch of Women. Break 


the Mule, and the Ox. Teach your Dog, 
and your Shcep, to know you. Pierce the 
Cask, A holy Day. 


. A Day unlucky for the Marriage, and Birth, 


of Women. ““FIOX itious for the Birth of 
Men; and to jag 


. Threfh the Corn, and #&UL,the"Wood. 


Eea2 lo. Luckyeft 
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. Luckyeft in the Afternoon. 


. Happy for the Birth of Men. Moff: pro-. 
pitious in the Morning. A holy Day. 


os 


fe) 


DECADE MQ. 


1. Day of Decade HI. or 21f of the Month, 
2. 
3. 
4. 
Se 
6. 
Ge 
8. 
g. Yoke the Ox, the Mule, and the Horft. 


Fill the Veffels. Launch the Ship. 


. Look over the Bufynefs of the whole 
Month; and pay the Servants their Wages. 


bt 
Oo 


Thofe Days which are called holy Days in the 
Fable, are, in the Original, icesr rxap. 


Fe ee 
A 


VIEW 


OF THE 


WORKS and DAYS. 





OW we have gone thro the Works and Se&. 3. 
Days, it may poffibly contribute, in fome Panis 
Degree, to_the Profit and Delight of the ““""” 
Reader to take a Viey of the Poem as we have 
it delivered down to ts. XI shall firft confider it 
as an antient Piece, and, ibebat Right, ae sae 
the Merit and Eftecm it reafonably obtained among 
the Antients: the Authors who have been lavifh 
in. 
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Sect. 2. 
Of the firft 
Book, 


A VNEW sbthe 


in theif Commendations of it are many; the great- 
eft of’ the Roman Writers in Profe, Czcero, has 
pore Ahan once expreffed his Admirarion for the 
Svitem et Mordlity contained in it; and the De- 
ference the greatcft Latin Poet has payed to it 
iy fhall fhew in my Comparifon of the Works and 
Days with the Latin Georgie : nor is the Enco- 
miun. payed by Oved, to our Poet, to be pafled 
over. 

Vivet  Mfcreus, dum Muftis Uva tumebit ; 


Dum cadet incurva Falce refetta Cercs. 


While fwellin’z Clufters thal! the Vintage “tain, 
And Ceres with rich Crops fhall blefs the Plain, | 


Th Aferwan Bard fhall in his Verfe remain. 
Eleg. 15. Book I. 


Naren mns 


The Reafon why our Poet addrefles to Per/fes 

I have fhewed in my Notes: while he directs him- 
felf to his Brother, he inftruéts his Countrymen 
in all that is ufcful to know for the regulating 
their Conduét, both in the Bufyneis of Agricul- 
ture, and in their Bchaviour to. each atinr. He 
gives us an Account of the mrit Ages, according 
to the gommon received giVoruva among the Gen- 
iptes,, "She Story of Pendora has all the Embei- 
lifhrnents of Poetry we can find in Ovid, with a 
clearer Moral than is generally in the Fables of, 
that 


Vee rns and Days. 


that Poet. His Sy 4 of Morality is calculated 
fo perfeatly for the Good of Society, thay rere 
is fearcely any Precept omited that could wos 
perly thought of on that Occafion. There is n 
one of the ten Commandments of Mo/fes, whic 
relates to our moral Duty to each other, that “1s 
not ftrongly recommended by our Poet; nog is it 
enough, he thinks, to be obfervant of wha the 
Givit Governinent would oblige you to, but, to 
prove yourfelf a good Man, you njuft have fuch 
Virtues as no human Laws requirdy of you; as 
thofe of Temperance, Gencrofity, &%e. thefe Rules 
are ae down in a moft’ proper Manner to cap- 
tivaie.the Reader; here the Beautys $F Poetry and 
the Force of Reafon combine to make him in Love 
with Morality. The Poet tells us what Efea we 
are reafonably to expe& from fiich Virtues and 
Viecs ag he mentions; which Doctrines are not 
always to he took in a po%tive Senfs: if we 
fhould fay a Continuance of Intempeiance in 
drinking, and in our Commerce with Women, 
would carry us carly to the Grave, it i, morally 
true, according to the natural Couric of Things; 
but a. Man of a ftiong and uncommon Conttiru- 
tion m nton thro an Age of Pleafure, and fo 


be an Acccptiot@tesshis Rute, yet contradict 

the moral Truth of it). tes hbigee Tit fn has 

judicioufly told us in wha Sch!q we are 

all Doétrines of Morality; PRISTOUPEL, 

that great Divine, odferved, long flice,\ that 

ral and proverdtal ‘sings ave titder food to be 
trie 
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true generally, and\fcr the moft Part; and that 
a0 cll the Truth isto be expetted im them; as 
shin SOLOMON fays, train up a Child in 
a Way wherein he fhall go, and when he is 
old he will not depart from it. This is not to 
 tzken, as if no Child that is pioufly educated 
did beer mifcarry aftcrwards, but that the good 
Edu ation of Children is the beft Way to make 
good Men. 


22f 


se 3 The esas Book, which comes next under our 
uae View, will Appear with mere Dignity when we 
&e,  confider in what Efteem the Art of Agriculture 
was held in thofe Daysiin which it was wiote: the 
Georgic did not then concern the ordinary and 
midling Sost of People only, but our Poet wrote 
for the Inftruction of Princes likewife, who thought 
it no Difgrace to tll the Ground they perhaps 
had conquered. Homer makes Laertes not only 
plant but dung his own Lands; the beft Em- 
ployment he could find for his Health, and Con- 
folation, in the Abfence of his Son. The latter 
Part of this Book, cogether with all the third, tho 
too mean Poetry, are not unjuftyfyable in our 
Author, Had he made thofe religious azid fu- 
perftitious Precepts one entire Sabai Gt Verfe it 
would have been a ridiculou¥ Fancy, but, as they 
are only a Part, aitd thedmalleft Part, of a regular 
Pouy; "they are intre?4ced with a laudable Intent. 
Affer the Poe had layed down proper Rules for 
Morality, Husbandry, Navigation, and the Vin- 


tage, 
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tagg, he knew Religion towargs the Gods, and a 
due Obfervance of what wabheld facr : 
Age, were yet wanted to compleat he 
Thefe were Subjects, he was fenfible, incapa 
of the Embellifhments of Poetry; but as tl 
were neceffary to his Purpofe he would not ofmid 
them. Poetiy was not then defigned as the empty 
Amufement only of an idle Hour, confiftingdwch 
wagton Thoughts, or long and tedious Defcrip- 
tions of Nothing, but, by the Force of Harmony 
and good Senfe, to purge the Mind )f its Dregs, 
ia_give jt a great and viituons TmA~ of think- 
ing: n(n Verfe was then but tthe Lure to 
whet way ufefuls; which indecd has befn, and ever 
will be, the End pmifued by ail good’Pocts. with 
this View Hefid feems to have wrote, and mutt 
be allowed, by all true Judges, to have wondei- 
fully fuecceded in the Age in which he tote. 


This Advantage more arifes to us from the: 
Writings of fo old an Author; we are pleafed 
with thofe Monuments of Antiquity, fuch Parts of 
the anttent Greeszan Hiftory, as we find in them. 


I 1 now endeavour to fhew how fai Virgif Se& 4. 
may prop tycd to imitate our Poet, in eave 


his Georgic; and to péjnt out fo thofe Paf- rmarHe- 
fages in which he has cithcr pafaphrafed, or li- fiod and 
terally tranflated, from the Puss ¥nd rch . : gil, 

is plain he was a fincere Admirer of fur Po ; 
and cf this Poem in particular, of which\he twice 


makes 


(K2 


A VIEW Fhe 


makes honourable Mention, and where it coutd\ be 
ouly” fS7exprefs the Veneration he bore to the 
AigMor. ‘Ihe firft is in his third Paftoral. 


¢e Medio duo Signa, Conon, & quis fust alter, 
Deleripfit, Radio, totum qui Gentibus Orbem ? 
Tempora que Meffor, qua curvus Arator, baberet? 
Two Figurcs, on the Sides embofs’d appear, | 
Conon ; and that’s his Name who made the Sphere, + 
\ 
And fhew’d fhe Seafons of the fliding ae { 
ryden. 
Notwithftanding the Commentators have all dif- 
puted whom this Interrogation fhould mean, I am 
convineed, that argi/ had none but Hesiod in his 
Eye. In the next Paflage 1 propofed to quote, 
the greateft Honour that was ever payed by one 
Poct to another is payed to our. Vurgil, in his 
fixth Paftoral, makes Sz/-uus, among other Things, 
relate how Gallus was condudted by a Mute to 


Helicon, where Apollo and all the Mufes arofe to 


wellcome him; and Livus, approaching bam, ad- 
dreffed him in this Manner 


bos tibs ad Calamus, en, accipe, Mufa, 
ree ante Beni; guibus ille folebat 
d 


rantan 





rigidas deducere Montibus Oruos. 


Receive 


Worvs and: Dars. 
Reccive this Prefene by the Mufis made, 
The Pipe on which th’ 4/ferean Paftor play; 
With which, of ofd, he charm’d the favage Trait» 
And call’d the Mountain Afhes to the Plain. 


Drkden. 


The greateft Compliment Virgss thought he 
could pay his Friend and Pation, Gallus, was, 
sfter all, that pompous Introdnétion 40 the Choir 
of Apo:lo, to make the Motes prefdnt dim. from 
the Hands of Linas, with the | ipe, o Calan, 
Afereo quos ante Seni, which they had forme:ly 
prefented to Hefiod; which Part of the Comph~ 
ment to our Poct Drydew has omitcd in his 
Tranflation. 


To return to the Georgi. Virgil can be fayed 
to imitate Hefiod in his firft and fecond Rooks 
only; in the firft is fearcely any Thing  re- 
lative to the Georgic itfelf the Hint of which is 
not took from the /Vorks and Days; nay more, 
i font Places whole Lincs are paraphrafed, and 
fome literally thaw@sred. It mutt indeed be ac- 
knowledged, that the: Latem Pg “fas fometimes 
explained, in his Tranflation, eee difficult in 
the Greek, as where our Poctgiyes Dirgéfions¥or 
two Plows: 


¥f2 Aaa 
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Ao A SSat neste mrovnod reves ygla olxgy 
Mrtsyrov x mmaliv. 


hy Avmiqvov he means that which grows natu- 
cally into the Shape of a Plow, and by auley 
tha} made by Art. Vrgz/, in his Advice to have 
twd Plows always at Hand, has this Explanation 
of Avaewor 3 


‘Continuo in Sylvis magna Vi flexa ddmatur 


In Buvim, ce curvi Formam accipit “Ubmng 4p atri. 
Georg. I. 


Young Elms, with carly Force, in Copfes bow, 


‘Fit for the Figure of the crooked Plow. 


Dryden, 


Thus we find him imitating the Greeé Poct in 
the moft minute Precepts. Hefod gives Direétions 
for the making a Plow; Vzrgil does the fame. 
Even that which has been the Subje& of Ridi- 
cule to many of the Critics, viz. plow und fow 
naked, is tranflated in the Georgic; wudus ara, 
fere nudus, Before I proceed, any faytho” I fhall 
endeavour to obviate the Mydefion which has 
been frequentty made againft this Precept. He- 
Jiod_ means to,infinuate, that plowing and fowing 

ours which require much Induftry, and 
pplicatjon ; and he had doubtlefs this phyfical 





-Reafon for his Advice, that where fuch Toil is 


Wers«s and Dars 


seqdired it is unhealthful, as(well as inpolie, 
sto go thro with the fame Quantity of Cloath4 as 
in Works of lefs Fatigue. Virgid doubtlefs Yaw 


this Reafon, or one of equal Force, in this Rule, 
or he would not have tranflated it. In fhort, we 


ie! find him a ftri@ Follower of our Poct, inf 


oft of the Precepts of Husbandry in the WVoirks 
and Days. J fhall give but onc Inftance more, 
and that in/his fuperftitious Obfervance of Days: 


———--1_. quintum fuge, pallidus Orcus, 


Eumenidefque fate : ®&c. 


—_— 





the fifths be fure to fhun, 
That gave the Furys, and pale Pluto, Birth. 
Dryden. 


If the Judgement I have paffed from the Verfes 
of Manilius, and the fecond Book of the Georgie, 
in my Difcourfe on the Writings of Arsiop, 
be allowed to have any Force, Virgil has doubt- 
lef beep as much obliged to our Poet in the 
fecond Btch of his Georgie, as in the firft: nor 
has he imitated him*ih his Precepts only, but in 
fome of his fineft Defcriptions, as yf the firft Book, 
detcribing the Effeéts of a Stetm: 4 

—— gih 
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ye gt, maxima, Moti, 
Ferra tremit frgere Fere, Ke. 

and a little lower in the fame Defcription : 
Nunc Nemora, ingenti Vento. nunc Litora 


plangunt : 


which is almoft literal from Hefiod, on the Rowr 
of the Northwind : 


— —— —— pawune 3 pala xy dan \ Ke, 
Loud groaris the Earth, and all the Forcfts roaz. 

I cannot leave this Head, without Injuftice to the 
Roman Poct, before I] take Notice of the Manner 
in which he ufes that {nperftitious Precept Dene 


mas 9° ka/tados, Oc. what in the Greek is lan- 
guid, is by him made brilltant : 


Cee 





—— quintum fuge; pallidus Orcus, 

Eumentde{q, fate: tum Partu, Terra, nefando, 
Ceumg; Japetumg, creat, fevumg, Typheum, 
Et conjuratos Calum reftindere Fratres : 

Ter funt condsi imponere Pelio Offam 

nee atq, Offe<srondofum involvere Olympum : 
er Pater exflructos disjecit Fulmine Montes. 

the 
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——pmmereemnen the fifths be gure to fhufi, 
That gave the Furys, and palt)P/wfo, Birth» 
And arm’d againft the Skys tht Sons of Earth: 


With Mountains pil’d on Mountains thrice they. 
\ ftrove 


To fcale the fteepy Battlements of Fove ; 


And thrice his Light’ning, and red Thunder, 
plav'd, 


And their demolith’d Works in Ruin ay’d. 
Dryden. 


As T have fhewed where the Roman has followed 
the Greek, I may be thought partial to my Au- 
thor, if I,do not fhew in what he has excelled 
him: and firft, he has contributed to the Ge- 
orgic moft of the Subjc&s in his two laft Books; 
as, in the third, the Management of Horfes, Dogs, 
&c. and, in the fourth, the Management of the 
Bees. His Stilc, thro the whole, is more poeti- 
cal, more abounding with Epithets, which are of- 
ten of thtmfelyes moft beautyful Metaphors. His 
Invocation on the Deitys concerned in rural Af- 
fairs, his Addrefs to Augufies, his Account of the 
Prodigys before the Death St dad Cefar, in 
the firft Book, his Praife of a*Country Life, a 
the End of the fecond, and the Force of Love) 
in Beafts, in the third, are -what yere never excel- 

led, 
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led, and fome Parts,of them never equaled, inkany 
Language. : 

Allowing ali the Beautys in the Georgic, thete 
two Pocms interfere in the Merit of each other’ 
fo little, that the Works and Days may be read 
with as much Pleafure as if the Georgic had 
never been wrote. This leads me into an Exa- 
mination of Part of Mr. Appison’s Lffay on. 
the Geoxoic: in which that great Wriier, 
in fome Places, feems to fpeak fo much at Ven- 
ture, that IT am afraid he did not remember 
cnough of the two Poems to enter on fuch a 
Task. Privepts, fays he, of Morality, befides 
the natural Corruption of our Tempers, which 
makes us averfe to them, are fo abftratted frem 
Ideas of Senfe, that they feldom give an Oppor- 
tunity for thofe beautyful Defcriptions and I- 
mages wich are the Spirit and Life of Poetry. 
Had he that Part of Hefiod in his Eye, where 
he mentions the temporal Bleflings of the righ- 
teous, and the Punifhment of the wicked, he 
would have feen that our Poet took an Oppor- 
tunity, from his Precepts of Morality, to give us 
thofe beavtyful Defcriptions and Images which 
are the Spirit aud Life of Poetry. Hew lovely 
is the flourifhing Sidte of the Land of the Juft 
there defcribed, the Encreafe of his Flocks, and 
his own Progenv! The Reafon he brings, in the 
ae Period, againft Rules of Morality in Verfo, 

to me a Reafon for them, for, if our Tem- 
pers are naturally fo corrupt to make us averfe 

to 
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‘to them, we ought to try all the Ways we tan 
to feconcile them, and Verfe among the reft; in 
which, as I have obferved before, our Poet has 
wonderfully fucceeded. 


The fame Author, {peaking of Hefiod, fays, 
the Precepts he has given us are frwn fo very 
thick, that they clog the Poem too much. The 
Poet, to prevent this, quite thro his Works and 
Days, has ftayed fo fhort a While on every 
Head, that it is impoffible to grow tirefome in 
either; the Divifion of the Work [ have given at 
the Beginning of this Vzew, therefore, fhall not 
repeat it. Agriculture is but one Subject, in many, 
of the Work, and the Reader is there relieved 
with feveral rural Defcriptions, as of the North- 
wind, Autumn, the country Repaft in the Shades, 
&c. The Rules for Navigation are difpatched with 
the utmoft Brevity, in which the Digreffion con- 
cerning his Victory at the funeral Games of Am- 
phidamas is natural, and gives a Grace to the 
Poem. 


J fhall mention but one Overfight more which 
Mr. /Ridifon has made, in his Efflay, and con- 
clude this Head: when he «ondemned that Cir- 
cumftance of the Virgin being at home in the 
winter Seafon free from the Micteacncy of the 
Weather, I believe he had“forgof that his own 
Author had ufed almoft the fame Image, and on 
almoft the fame Occafion, tho in other Words: ° 

Gg Nee 
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Nec notturna quidem carpentes Penfa Puelle 


Nefcivere Hyemem, Xe. 
Georg, 1. 


The Difference of the Manner.in which the two 
Poets ufe the Image is this. Hefiod makes her 
with her Mother at home, either bathing, or do- 
ing what moft pleafes her, and Vargzs fays, as 
the young Women are plying their evening 
Tasks, they are fenfible of the winter Seafon, 
from the Oil (parkling in the Lamp, and the 
Snuff hardening. How properly it is introduced 
by our Poct 1 have fhewcd in my Note to the 
Paflage. 


The only Apology I can make for the Liberty 
{ have took with the Writings of fo fine an Au- 
thor as Mr. Addon is, that I thought it a Part 
of my Duty to our Poet, to endeavour to free 
the Reader from fuch Errors as he might poffibly 
imbibe, when delivered under the Sanction of fo 
great a Name. 


Se&.5, I muft not end this View without fome Ob- 
v on fervations on the fourth Eclogue of Virgzl, fince 
Belogue Probus, Gravius, Pabricius, and other Men of 
of Virgit. great Learning, Have thought fit to apply, what 
has therc been generally fayed to allude to the 
Cumean Sybil, totour Poet : 


UL 
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Ultima Cumei v2nit jam Carminis AStas. 


This Line, fay they, has an Allufion to the golden 
Age of Hefiod; Virgil therefore is fuppofed *g_ 
fay, the laf? Age of the Cumcan Poet now ap- 

proaches. By \aft he means the moft remote from 

his Time ; which Faéricius explains by Sih Wie 
fma, and quotes an Expreffion from Coruevzas 

Severus in which he ufes the Word in the fame 

Senfe, ultima Certamina for antiquiffima Certa- 

mina, 'The only Method by which we can add 

any Weight to this Reading is by comparing the 

Eclogue of Virgil with fome fimilar Paflages in 

Hefiod. 'To begin, let us therefore read the Line 

before quoted with the two following : 


‘Ultima Cumcei venit jam Carminis “tas ; 
Magnus ab integro Seclorum nafcitur Ordo, 


Jam redit § Virgo, redeunt Saturnia Regna. 


which will bear this Paraphrafe. The remoteft 
Age mentioned in the Verfe of the Cumean Po- 
et now appreaches, the great Order, or Round, 
of Ages, as deferibed in the fayed Poet, re- 
volves; wow refurns the Virgin JUSTICE, 
which, in his iron Age, he tells us, left the 
Earth, and now the Ret®iwof Saturn, which 
is defcribed in his goiden Age, is come again. IE 
we turn to the golden, and iron, Ages, in the 

Gg2 Works 
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Works and Days, we fhall’ find this Allufion very 


natural. 


Let us proceed in our Connection, and Com- 
parifon, of the Verfes. Vergél gces on in his Com- 
pliment to Pollzo on his new born Son: 


Ite Deum Vitam accipiet. 


He fhall receive, or lead, the Life of Gods; as 
the fame Poet tells us they did in the Reign 
of SATURN. ' 

Qs te Seot SY E2e9y, mmr 

Neco anp m mrav, ——-—— 
They lived like Gods; and entirely «without La- 
bour. 
is feret omnia Tellus ; 
Non Raftros patietur Humus, #iiVinea Falcem: 
Robufius quog, gam Tauris Fuga folvet Arator. 
The Earth fball bexr all Things; there fhall be 
no Otafion for Inftraments of ‘Husbandry, to 


rake the Ground, or prone the Vine; the frurdy 
) Plow- 


Worxs aed Days. 


Piowman fhall unyoke bis Oxen, and live in Eafe; 
as they did in the Reign of Saturn, as we are 
told by the fame Cumean Poet, 





xgp ty 3° éGEpE Cedwegs aegueg 
"Avaoyg.m, mrrov te x agbovoy. 


The fertile Earth bore its Fruit fpontaneoufly, 
and in Abundance. 


Here, we fee feveral natural Allufions to our 
Poet, whence it is not unreafonabla for fuch as 
miftake the Country of Hefiod, to imagine, thet 
all Lergil would fay to compliment Yoé/zo, 
on the birth of his Son, is, that now fuch a Son 
is born, the golden Age, as defertbed by Fle/iod, 
fhall .regugyn; and granting the Word .Cyaez to 
carry this Senfe with it, there is Nothing of a 
Prophecy mentioned, or hinted at, in the whole 
Fclogue, any more than /27g2/’s own, by poctical 
Licenfe, 


This | great Onetion to their Interpretation of 
Cyfres fill rerhainss which cannot very cafyly be 
con lected , that Cuma was not the Country of 
Hep as LT have proved in my Difcourfe on 
the Life of our Peet, tut pf hiseFather; and, 
what will be a ftrong Arzument araingt tp,7 all 
the afttient Pocts, who have Juted an Epithet 
taken fiom his Ccuntry, have chofe that of 

Af- 
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Aftreus. Ovip, who mentions him as often as 
any Poet, never ufes any other; and, what is the 
moft remarkable, Virg:t himfelf makes Ufe of ‘it in, 
every Paffage in which he names him; and thofe’ 
Monuments of him, exhibited by Unjinus and 
Boiffard, have this Infeription ; 


IZFIm@AaS 
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Afcreean Husiop, the Son of Dros. 


The End of the WORKS and DAYS. 
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Tools of Husbandry. Book II. Verfe 60. Note g, and 6+ 

Tripod. Book II. Verfe 365. Note 31. 

The Tropic, or Solftice, winter, and fummer. Book II. 
Note ro, and 17. 


V. 


‘The Vintage. Book 2. Verfe 302. 

Virgil, his fourth Eclogue examined, and compared with 
Hefiod. The View of the Works and Days. Sea. 5. 
Mr. Addifon's Eflay on the Georgic examined. Segt 4, 

omparifon berwixg the Works and Deys ot Adhod, 
dnd the Georgic of Vi fi Sect. 4. 
Vastie, Book I. Verfe 376. Note 39. 


W. The 
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The Wain. Book II. Verfe 63. 

The Wicked; their Condition. Book I. Verfe 308, 366,- 
and from "416 tO 435. 

Wickednefs. Book I. Verfe 374. Note 39. 

A'Character of a bad Wife. Book If. Vesfe 431. 

Wine. Book II. Verfe 284. Note 21, and 22, 

Winter. Book II. From Verfe 160 to 250, 

Works and Days ; the Title explained. Book I, Note t. 





Errors of the Prefs. 


Page 55, Line 11, for vm read em: Page 13 3 
Linc 6, for €a€iaiwy read Cacsrnor. 


Lhe End of the prft Volume. 





